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INTRODUCTION:
ELEVATE YOUR
BUILDS WITH A
SPIRAL STAIRCASE

F e w  s t r u c t u r a l
elements  in  Minecraft
combine  form  and
function  as  elegantly
as the spiral staircase.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
constructing a towering
w i z a r d ' s  s p i r e ,  a
subterranean  mining
b a s e ,  o r  a  s l e e k
modern tower, knowing
Minecraft  how  to
m a k e  s p i r a l

staircase  designs  is
an  essential  skill  for
any dedicated builder.
Spiral  staircases  save
space, add a dramatic
visual  flair,  and can be
adapted to suit almost
any  arch i tectura l
style—from  medieval
s t o n e  k e e p s  t o
f u t u r i s t i c  g l a s s
observatories.
Unl ike  t radi t ional
straight staircases that
consume a long linear
f o o t p r i n t ,  s p i r a l
staircases  ascend
vert ical ly  within  a
compact  area.  This
makes  them  ideal  for
towers,  lighthouses,
and  h idden  bases

https://remodelicious.com/


2

2 Minecraft How To Make Spiral
Staircase

2024-11-10

where  every  block
counts .  However ,
building one that looks
seamless and functions
w i t h o u t  c a u s i n g
players  to  bump their
heads requires a bit of
p l a n n i n g .  I n  t h i s
comprehensive  guide,
you will  learn multiple
proven  methods  for
c r a f t i n g  s p i r a l
staircases,  discover
which  materials  work
bes t ,  and  p i ck  up
expert  tips  to  make
your staircase not just
functional  but  truly
magnificent.

WHY CHOOSE A
SPIRAL STAIRCASE
OVER A
TRADITIONAL ONE?

Before  diving  into  the
building  techniques,  it
helps  to  understand
why you might opt for
a  spiral  design  in  the
first place. The primary
advantage  is  space
efficiency.  A  standard

Minecraft  staircase
often  requires  a  2-
block wide corridor and
extends several blocks
outward  for  every
block of height gained.
A  spiral  staircase,  by
contrast,  fits  inside  a
3x3  or  even  a  2x2
footprint,  making  it
perfect for tight builds.
Another  reason  is
aesthetic  appeal.  A
w e l l - b u i l t  s p i r a l
staircase  becomes  a
centerpiece.  It  draws
the  eye  upward  and
gives  your  bui ld  a
sense  of  depth  and
m o v e m e n t .
Additionally,  spirals
can be integrated into
w a l l s  o r  b u i l t  a s
standalone  features,
giving you tremendous
creat ive  freedom.
F i n a l l y ,  f r o m  a
gameplay  perspective,
spiral  staircases  can
slow  down  mobs  or
create  interest ing
parkour  challenges  if
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y o u  l e a v e  g a p s
strategically.

MATERIALS YOU
WILL NEED

The materials for your
spiral staircase depend
entirely  on  the  look
you  want  to  achieve.
However,  for  the core
techniques  described
b e l o w ,  y o u  w i l l
generally  need  the
following:

Building blocks
of your choice
(stone bricks,
oak planks,
quartz, nether
bricks, etc.)
Slabs (matching
your main block
or contrasting for
visual interest)
Stairs (optional,
for a more
defined step
look)
Fences, walls,
or iron bars (for
a central pole or

railing)
Torches,
lanterns, or
glowstone (for
lighting the
shaft)

For beginners, using a
combination  of  stone
bricks and stone brick
s l a b s  i s  h i g h l y
recommended.  The
neutral  palette  makes
it  easy  to  see  your
structure  clearly,  and
s t o n e  i s  r e a d i l y
available after a short
mining session.

METHOD 1: THE
CLASSIC 3X3
SPIRAL STAIRCASE

T h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t
common  and  visually
appealing  method  for
m e d i u m  t o  l a r g e
towers.  It  uses  a  3x3
interior shaft, leaving a
1-block  wide  hollow
center  that  can  be
used  for  l ighting,  a
wate r  d rop ,  o r  an
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elevator  later.

Step 1:
Establish
Your
Center
Column
Start by marking a 3x3
area  on  the  ground.
The center block of this
3x3 grid is your anchor
point.  Do  not  place  a
b l o c k  t h e r e  y e t .
Instead, build a column
o f  y o u r  c h o s e n
material  upward  from
the center of one of the
sides. For clarity, many
builders place a fence
pos t  o r  a  p i l l a r  o f
nether  brick  in  the
absolute center of the
3x3 zone. This central
p i l l a r  i s  o f t e n
decorative,  but  it  also
serves  as  a  guide  for

your spiral.

Step 2:
Place the
First Four
Steps
Stand  on  the  ground
facing  one  corner  of
your 3x3 zone. Place a
stair  block (or  a  slab)
on the ground in that
corner.  Move  around
the  perimeter,  placing
a stair or slab in each
corner in a clockwise or
c o u n t e r c l o c k w i s e
direction.  You  should
now  have  four  steps,
one in each corner, all
at ground level.

Step 3:
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Begin the
Ascent
Now,  move  up  one
block. Place a stair  or
slab directly above the
first  corner  step  you
placed, but on the next
diagonal.  The  key  is
that each level  of  the
spiral should rotate by
one corner. Visualize a
square: the corners are
positions 1, 2, 3, and 4.
At  ground  level,  you
placed  blocks  at  all
four  corners.  At  the
next height, you place
a  block  at  corner  2,
then  corner  3,  then
corner  4,  then  corner
1.  You  are  essentially
stacking the corners in
a rotating sequence.

Step 4:

Maintain
the
Pattern
Continue  this  rotation
for  as  many  blocks
high  as  your  tower
requires.  Each  ful l
rotation  of  four  steps
should  raise  you  by
four blocks. The result
is  a  continuous  spiral
w i th  a  ho l low  1x1
center  shaft .  Th is
h o l l o w  s p a c e  i s
invaluable for dropping
down  quickly,  running
redstone,  or  placing a
central  light  source
that  illuminates  every
step.

Step 5:
Add



6

6 Minecraft How To Make Spiral
Staircase

2024-11-10

Railings
To  prevent  falls  and
improve  the  visual
finish,  add  fences,
walls,  or  glass  panes
along the outer edge of
each  s tep .  Th is  i s
particularly  important
if  your  staircase  is
open to  a  large room
rather than enclosed in
a narrow shaft. Railings
also  add  a  layer  of
realism and safety for
your builds.

METHOD 2: THE
COMPACT 2X2
SPIRAL STAIRCASE

When  space  is  at  an
absolute  premium,
such  as  inside  a  3x3
tower  or  a  h idden
passage, the 2x2 spiral
staircase  is  your  best
option.  This  design  is
tighter and feels more
like a ladder, but it  is
incredibly efficient.

Step 1:
Lay the
Foundatio
n
Mark a 2x2 area on the
ground.  You  will  build
the  spiral  around  the
center  point  of  these
four blocks. Instead of
a central pillar, you will
u s e  t h e  b l o c k s
themselves  as  the
structural  core.

Step 2:
Place
Opposing
Steps
Place a stair block (or
slab) on one of the four
blocks.  Move  directly
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opposite  across  the
2x2  area  and  place
another  stair  block.
These two should face
outward,  away  from
e a c h  o t h e r .  T h i s
creates  the  first  level
of your compact spiral.

Step 3:
Rotate
and
Repeat
Move  up  one  block.
Place  a  stair  on  the
block  that  is  adjacent
to  your  first  step,
rotating by 90 degrees.
T h e n  p l a c e  t h e
opposing  stair  on  the
block  directly  across.
Continue  this  pattern
of  placing  a  pair  of
opposing  stairs,  then
m o v i n g  u p ,  t h e n
rotating  the  pair.  This
creates  a  very  tight

spiral that is excellent
for  utility  builds  like
m i n e  s h a f t s  o r
defensive  towers.

Step 4:
Consider
Headroo
m
Because the 2x2 spiral
i s  s o  c o m p a c t ,
headroom can become
an issue.  Players  may
find  themselves
bumping  their  heads
on the block above. To
solve  this,  consider
using  slabs  instead of
full stairs for the steps.
Slabs  occupy  half  a
block  of  space  and
allow  the  player  to
jump up while keeping
the  profile  extremely
low.  Alternatively,  you
can  dig  the  floor  of
each step out  by  one
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block to create a half-
slab height difference.

METHOD 3: THE
OPEN-AIR
FLOATING SPIRAL

For  modern  builds,
g l a s s  t o w e r s ,  o r
dramatic entryways, an
o p e n - a i r  s p i r a l
staircase that  appears
to  float  without  a
central  column  is  a
stunning  choice.  This
design relies on clever
support  structures
hidden within the walls
or using invisible light
sources.

Step 1:
Anchor to
a Wall
Instead  of  a  central
pillar, each step of the
staircase is attached to
a  surrounding  wall.
T h i s  m e a n s  y o u r

staircase must be built
inside  a  cylindrical  or
square  tower  where
the  walls  are  already
constructed.  Every
step  extends  inward
from  the  wall  toward
the center.

Step 2:
Use
Stairs for
the Steps
Place  sta i r  b locks
facing outward (toward
the  wall)  around  the
interior  perimeter  of
your tower.  Each stair
should overlap with the
previous  one  slightly.
Because the stairs are
attached  to  the  wall,
they  appear  to  float  if
the  player  looks  up
from  the  bottom.
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Step 3:
Create a
Seamless
Flow
To  make  the  pa th
continuous,  you  may
need  to  use  slabs  or
trapdoors to bridge the
gaps between the back
of  one  stair  and  the
front of the stair below.
This  requires  careful
planning, but the result
is a visually lightweight
staircase that feels airy
and sophisticated.

Step 4:
Add
Hidden

Lighting
Because  there  is  no
c e n t r a l  c o l u m n ,
lighting  becomes  a
chal lenge.  Embed
g lows tone  o r  sea
lanterns  in  the  walls
behind  each  step.
Alternatively,  use  end
rods or torches placed
on  the  s ide  o f  the
stairs.  Proper  lighting
prevents  mob  spawns
and  highl ights  the
floating  effect.

DESIGN
VARIATIONS AND
CUSTOMIZATION
IDEAS

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
mastered  the  basic
methods for Minecraft
how to  make spiral
staircase  structures,
y o u  c a n  s t a r t
experimenting  with
different  styles  to
match  your  build's
theme.



10

10 Minecraft How To Make Spiral
Staircase

2024-11-10

Medieval
Stone
Spiral
Use  s tone  br i cks ,
mossy  stone  bricks,
and stone brick slabs.
Add a central  pillar of
chiseled  stone  bricks.
Place vines or cobwebs
s p a r i n g l y  f o r  a n
ancient,  weathered
look.  Th is  s ty le  i s
per fect  for  cast le
towers  and  dungeon
entrances.

Nether-
Themed
Spiral
For a hellish aesthetic,
use nether bricks,  red
nether  bricks,  and
crimson  or  warped
planks.  Add soul  sand

and  soul  fire  lanterns
for  eerie  lighting.  The
dark, rich colors create
a  m e n a c i n g
atmosphere ideal for a
nether hub or a villain's
lair.

Futuristic
Glass
Spiral
C o m b i n e  w h i t e
conc re te ,  qua r t z
b locks ,  and  g lass
p a n e s .  U s e  s e a
l a n t e r n s  o r
s h r o o m l i g h t s
embedded  in  the  floor
for  a  clean,  glowing
effect.  The  open-air
floating  method  works
exceptional ly  wel l
h e r e ,  c r e a t i n g  a
staircase that looks like
it  belongs  in  a  sci-fi
facility.
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Woodland
and
Nature-
Inspired

Spiral
Use  oak  or  spruce
planks,  fences,  and
leaves .  A l l ow  the
s ta i r case  to  w ind
around  a  central  tree
o r  a  d e c o r a t i v e
fountain.  Add  flower
pots  and  hang ing
lanterns  for  a  cozy,
whimsical  feel.  This
d e s i g n  b l e n d s
beautifully  into  forest
or plains biomes.

COMMON
MISTAKES AND
HOW TO AVOID
THEM

Even  exper ienced

builders  can  run  into
i s s u e s  w h e n
constructing  spiral
s ta i rcases .  Be ing
a w a r e  o f  t h e s e
common  pitfalls  will
save  you  t ime  and
frustration.

Inconsistent
rotation
direction:
Always decide
whether your
spiral goes
clockwise or
counterclockwise
before you start.
Switching
directions
midway will
break the flow
and confuse
players
navigating the
staircase.
Poor headroom
management:
When building
inside a tight
shaft, ensure
each step has
enough vertical
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clearance. Using
slabs instead of
full blocks for
steps can
alleviate this
problem,
especially in
compact designs.
Mob spawning:
Spiral staircases,
especially dark
ones inside
towers, are
prime locations
for mob
spawning. Light
every step using
torches, lanterns,
or glowstone
blocks to keep
your staircase
safe and bright.
Ignoring the
landing: The top
and bottom of
your staircase
need a proper
landing area. A
sudden drop or
an abrupt wall
will ruin the user
experience. Add

a platform or a
doorway that
naturally
transitions into
the next room.
Forgetting
about fall
damage: If your
spiral is open in
the center,
players can
accidentally fall
down the shaft.
Place a safety
railing, a fence,
or a glass barrier
around the inner
edge to prevent
fatal accidents.

INTEGRATING
REDSTONE AND
FUNCTIONAL
FEATURES

For advanced builders,
spiral staircases can be
much more than just a
way to move vertically.
With  a  little  redstone
ingenuity, you can add
h i d d e n  d o o r s ,
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trapdoors,  or  even  a
working elevator inside
the central shaft.
Because the center of
a 3x3 spiral staircase is
often  hollow,  you  can
install  a water column
or  a  bubble  elevator
using  soul  sand  or
magma  blocks.  This
allows you to ascend or
d e s c e n d  r a p i d l y
without using the stairs

at all.  Simply seal the
central shaft with glass
t o  p r e v e n t  w a t e r
spillage, and you have
a  fast-transit  system
hidden  in  plain  sight.
You  can  also  hide  a
redstone clock beneath
the  first  step  to  power
pistons  that  reveal
secret  rooms.  The
staircase  becomes  a
key  part  of  your


