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INTRODUCTION:
UNRAVELING THE
WORLD OF JAMES
PATTERSON'S
PRIVATE SERIES

For millions of readers
around  the  g lobe,
James  Patterson  is  a
literary  powerhouse
w h o s e  n a m e  h a s
become  synonymous
with  gripping  thrillers,
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d
breakneck  pacing.
While many know him
for  the  A lex  Cross

series or the Women's
Murder Club, there is a
franchise  that  has
quietly built a devoted
following  of  its  own:
the Private series. This
collection  of  novels,
centered on the world's
most elite investigation
agency, offers a unique
blend  of  international
intr igue,  complex
characters,  and  high-
stakes  action.  If  you
have  ever  wanted  to
dive into this universe
but  felt  overwhelmed
by the sheer volume of
titles,  you  have  come
to  the  r ight  place.
Understanding  the
James  Patterson
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Private Series List In
Order  is  the  key  to
unlocking  a  reading
experience  that  is  as
reward ing  as  i t  i s
thri l l ing.
The  Private  series  is
distinct  because  it
follows  not  a  single
detective, but an entire
organization.  Founded
by  Jack  Morgan,  a
former Marine and war
hero, Private is a global
investigation  firm  that
handles  cases  too
sensitive for the police.
F r o m  H o l l y w o o d
scandals  and  political
c o n s p i r a c i e s  t o
international art heists
and serial murders, the
agency's  operatives
tackle it all. The series
s p a n s  m u l t i p l e
continents,  introduces
rotating cast members,
and evolves with each
new  installment.  For
newcomers,  the  sheer
number  of  books  can
be daunting. This guide

provides  a  complete,
spoiler-free roadmap of
the  James Patterson
Private Series List In
Order,  ensuring  you
never  miss  a  critical
plot point or character
development.

THE CORE SERIES:
THE NOVELS
STARRING JACK
MORGAN

The  backbone  of  the
franchise  is  the  main
sequence of novels, all
featuring  Jack  Morgan
as  the  central  figure.
These  books  are  the
essential starting point
for  any  reader.  Below
is  the  definitive  list  of
t h e  c o r e  J a m e s
Patterson  Private
Series List  In Order
of publication, which is
also  the  chronological
order of the narrative.

Private (2010)1.
– The book that
started it all. Jack
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Morgan inherits
his father's
successful but
morally
questionable
security firm and
rebrands it as
Private, a world-
class
investigation
agency. He
immediately
lands the case of
a murdered
schoolteacher
and a high-profile
Hollywood drug
scandal. This
novel establishes
the tone, the
team, and the
high-octane pace
that defines the
series.
Private London2.
(2011) – While
Jack Morgan
appears briefly,
this novel
focuses on Dan
Carter, the head
of Private's

London office. It
is a spin-off, but
it introduces key
elements of the
global network.
For purists
following the
James
Patterson
Private Series
List In Order,
this book is best
read after the
first novel to
understand the
expanding world.
Private Games3.
(2012) – Jack
Morgan returns
front and center.
Private is hired to
provide security
for the 2012
London
Olympics, but a
serial killer
begins targeting
individuals
connected to the
ancient Olympic
Games. This is a
direct sequel in
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the core timeline.
Private: No. 14.
Suspect (2012)
– Jack Morgan
becomes the
prime suspect in
the murder of his
former lover.
With his back
against the wall,
he must use
every resource
Private has to
clear his name
while navigating
a tangled web of
lies, betrayal,
and media
frenzy.
Private Berlin5.
(2013) – The
story shifts to
Europe as Mattie
Engel, a top
agent in the
Berlin office,
investigates the
disappearance of
her colleague
and lover. This
novel deepens
the lore of the

global Private
organization.
Private Down6.
Under (2013) –
This installment
takes place in
Australia. The
Sydney office of
Private is
established, and
the team tackles
a series of
bizarre murders
in the Outback
and a political
scandal involving
a missing
billionaire.
Private L.A.7.
(2014) – Jack
Morgan is back in
his home city.
When a famous
Hollywood power
couple and their
children vanish
without a trace,
Private is called
in. The
investigation
uncovers a
terrifying
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conspiracy that
hits close to
home.
Private India8.
(2014) – The
action moves to
Mumbai. Santosh
Wagh, the head
of Private India,
investigates a
series of murders
that seem to be
linked to a
dangerous cult
from the city's
past.
Private Vegas9.
(2015) – Jack
Morgan travels to
Las Vegas to
handle a case
involving a
murdered casino
mogul.
Meanwhile, his
own life becomes
complicated by a
threat from a
dangerous
enemy who
knows his
deepest secrets.

Private Paris10.
(2016) – Jack
Morgan is in the
City of Light to
celebrate a
friend's
engagement, but
the party is
ruined when a
woman is found
murdered in the
same hotel. The
investigation
leads him into a
dark world of
drug trafficking
and international
terrorism.
Private Rio11.
(2016) – The
focus is again on
a foreign office. A
former model,
now an agent in
Private Rio, is
pulled into a case
involving a series
of kidnappings
that coincide
with the Rio
Carnival.
Private: The12.
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Royals (2017) –
A royal scandal
erupts in London.
Jack Morgan is
summoned by
the British
monarchy to
investigate a
death threat
against the royal
family. This novel
ties together
threads from
previous London-
based stories.
Private: The13.
Gold (2017) – A
heist story with a
global scope. A
massive gold
shipment is
stolen from a
private vault in
London, and it is
up to Private
agents across
the world to
track down the
most
sophisticated
thieves they
have ever faced.

Private14.
Princess (2018)
– A Middle
Eastern princess
goes missing in
London, and her
father hires
Private to find
her. But the case
is far more
complicated than
a simple
kidnapping,
involving royal
secrets and
international
political tensions.
Private Delhi15.
(2018) –
Santosh Wagh
returns in an
Indian
adventure. When
a prominent
Indian politician
is murdered, the
investigation
points to a
shadowy network
of criminals
operating in the
heart of Delhi.
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Private16.
Moscow (2019)
– Jack Morgan
travels to Russia
to investigate the
death of an old
friend. He quickly
finds himself
entangled in a
dangerous game
with the Russian
oligarchy and a
ruthless killer.
Private17.
Princess: The
Final Chapter?
(2020) – A direct
sequel to the
2018 novel, this
book resolves
the cliffhanger
and brings the
storyline of the
missing princess
to a definitive
close.
Private: The18.
Missing (2021)
– A young
woman vanishes
from a cruise
ship in the

middle of the
Atlantic. Private's
London office
takes the case,
leading to a
terrifying
discovery about
a human
trafficking ring.
Private: The19.
List (2022) –
Jack Morgan's
past comes
crashing back
when a list of his
former military
unit members is
leaked, and they
start dying one
by one. He must
find the killer
before he
becomes the
final target.
Private: The20.
Final Call
(2023) – A series
of random,
violent acts of
terror strikes Los
Angeles. Private
is brought in to
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find the
connection
between the
attacks and stop
the mastermind
before the final,
devastating
event.
Private: The21.
Truth (2024) –
The most recent
installment in the
core series. Jack
Morgan faces his
greatest personal
and professional
challenge when a
secret from his
past threatens to
destroy
everything he
has built.

STANDALONE
PRIVATE NOVELS
AND SPIN-OFFS

B e y o n d  t h e  m a i n
sequence,  there  are
several  stand-alone
novels  and  spin-offs
that  fit  into  the  James
Patterson  Private

Series List  In Order
universe.  These books
o f t e n  f e a t u r e
supporting  characters
or  focus  on  specific
international  offices.
They are not essential
t o  t h e  m a i n  J a c k
Morgan  arc,  but  they
enrich  the  world  and
offer compelling stories
of their own.

Private:
The
Internatio
nal Series
These books are set in
specific  cities  and
feature  local  Private
teams. While some are
written  by  Patterson
and  his  co-authors,
others are part of  the
broader franchise. The
most  important  ones
include Private London,
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Private  Berlin,  Private
Down  Under,  Private
India ,  Private  Rio ,
Pr ivate  Delhi ,  and
Private Moscow.  All  of
these  are  l isted  in
chronological  position
above,  as  they  fit  into
the overall  publication
timeline.

Private:
The
Young
Adult
Origins
For  readers  who want
t o  e x p l o r e  t h e
b a c k s t o r y  o f  t h e
Private universe, there
is a young adult series
called  Private:  The
Prequel.  These  books,
beginning with Private:
The  First  Secret,  are
set  years  before  the

main series and follow
a younger Jack Morgan
a s  h e  b u i l d s  t h e
foundation of what will
become  the  Private
empire. They are a fun,
lighter  entry  point  for
younger  readers  or
anyone wanting to see
the  o r ig ins  o f  the
agency.

HOW TO READ THE
PRIVATE SERIES:
CHRONOLOGICAL
VS. PUBLICATION
ORDER

There  is  an  ongoing
debate  among  fans
regarding the best way
to approach the James
Patterson  Private
Series List In Order.
While  the  publication
o rde r  i s  t he  mos t
straightforward,  some
r e a d e r s  p r e f e r  a
chronological  timeline
approach.  Here  is  a
breakdown  of  both
methods.
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Publicatio
n Order
This  is  the  order  in
which the books were
re leased.  I t  i s  the
safest bet for first-time
readers  because  it
preserves the author's
intended  reveals  and
c h a r a c t e r
development.  Jack
Morgan's  personal
story—from  inheriting
t h e  c o m p a n y  t o
d e a l i n g  w i t h  h i s
f a m i l y ' s  d a r k
past—unfolds  in  the
order  the  books  were
written.  Furthermore,
la te r  books  o f ten
reference  events  from
earlier ones, so reading
by  publication  date
ensures  you  never
miss  a  callback.  The
list  provided  at  the
beginning of this article
i s  t h e  c o m p l e t e
publication  order.

Chronolo
gical
Timeline
Order
If you are a stickler for
timeline  consistency,
you  might  want  to
c o n s i d e r  a
chronological  order.
However,  because
m a n y  o f  t h e
international  spin-offs
happen simultaneously
or  overlap  with  the
main  series,  this  can
become confusing. For
example ,  Pr iva te
London  and  Private
Games  both  occur
around the same time.
Most fans and experts
a g r e e  t h a t  t h e
publication order is the
superior  method  for
the  James Patterson
Private Series List In
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Order, as the narrative
flow feels more natural
and  the  suspense  is
better built.

KEY CHARACTERS
IN THE PRIVATE
UNIVERSE

One of the strengths of
the Private series is its
rich cast of characters.
Knowing  who  is  who
can  enhance  your
reading experience.

Jack Morgan –
The founder and
CEO of Private. A
former Marine
pilot with a
troubled past, he
is a brilliant
detective and a
natural leader.
His personal life
is often as
complicated as
the cases he
takes on.
Justine Smith –
Jack's right-hand
woman and one

of the most
trusted agents at
Private Los
Angeles. She is
brilliant,
resourceful, and
often the moral
compass of the
team.
Mo-bot –
Private's resident
tech genius. He
can hack any
system, track
any signal, and
build any gadget
the team needs.
His humor
provides some
levity in the
intense stories.
Dan Carter –
The head of
Private London.
He is a former
MI6 agent with a
dry wit and a
knack for getting
into trouble. He
stars in several
of the London-
based novels.
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Santosh Wagh
– The leader of
Private India. He
is a former police
officer with a
keen intelligence
and a deep
understanding of
Indian culture
and politics.

WHY THE PRIVATE
SERIES STANDS
OUT IN
PATTERSON'S
CATALOG

James  Patterson  is  a
prolific  author,  but  the
Private  series  holds  a
special  place  in  his
body  of  work.  Unlike
the Alex Cross novels,
wh i ch  a re  deep ly
personal  and  focused
on one man's life, the
Private series is about
a team. This allows for
a  broader  range  of
stories,  settings,  and
character  dynamics.
Each new book in the

James  Patterson
Private Series List In
Order  fee ls  f resh
because it can explore
a  different  city,  a
different culture,  and a
different set of villains.
Furthermore, the series
is  more  exp l ic i t ly
global  in  its  scope.
Patterson  uses  the
concept of a worldwide
investigation agency to
c o m m e n t  o n
international  issues,
from  human  trafficking
and political corruption
to  the  dark  s ide  of
celebrity  culture  and
t h e  d a n g e r s  o f
advanced  technology.
T h e  p a c i n g  i s
relentless,  with  short
chapters that keep you
turning pages late into
the  night—a signature
of Patterson's style. For
readers who enjoy fast-
paced  thrillers  with  a
touch of glamour and a
l o t  o f  a c t i on ,  t he
Private  series  is  an



James Patterson Private Series List In Order 13

13

ideal  choice.

TIPS FOR NEW
READERS
STARTING THE
SERIES

I f  you  are  ready  to
begin  your  journey
with  Jack  Morgan  and
his  team,  here  are  a
few  practical  tips  to
m a x i m i z e  y o u r
enjoyment.


