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UNDERSTANDING
THE WASI-II
SCORING MANUAL:
A COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE

T h e  W e c h s l e r
Abbreviated  Scale  of
Intelligence  –  Second
Edition (WASI-II) is one
of  the  most  widely
used brief measures of
cognitive  abil ity  in
clinical,  educational,
and research  settings.
For  professionals  who
administer  this  test,
the  WASI-II  Scoring
Manual  is not just an
accessory—it  is  the
definitive  guide  that

ensures  accurate,
rel iable,  and  val id
in te rp re ta t i on  o f
results.  Whether  you
a r e  a  s e a s o n e d
p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  a
graduate  student  in
neuropsychology,  or  a
school  psychologist
looking to refresh your
knowledge,  mastering
the  scoring  manual  is
essent ia l .  I n  th i s
article, we will explore
every  aspect  of  the
W A S I - I I  S c o r i n g
Manual:  its  structure,
key  components ,
scoring  procedures,
common  pitfalls,  and
best practices for using
it  effectively.  By  the
end,  you  will  have  a
t h o r o u g h
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understanding  of  how
this manual transforms
r a w  d a t a  i n t o
meaningful  cognitive
profiles.

What Is
the WASI-
II and
Why
Does Its
Scoring
Manual
Matter?
T h e  W A S I - I I  i s  a n
i n d i v i d u a l l y
a d m i n i s t e r e d
intelligence  test  that
p r o v i d e s  a  q u i c k
estimate  of  general
intellectual  functioning
(often  referred  to  as

Full  Scale  IQ  or  FSIQ)
through  four  subtests:
Vocabulary,  Block
Design,  Similarities,
and Matrix  Reasoning.
I t  i s  des igned  fo r
individuals  aged  6  to
90  years.  The  test  is
widely used because it
takes  only  about  30
minutes to administer,
yet  it  yields  robust
scores  that  correlate
highly  with  longer
measures  l ike  the
WAIS-IV.
The  WASI-II  Scoring
Manual  is  the  official
pub l i ca t i on  f r om
Pearson  that  contains
all the normative data,
scoring  rules,  tables,
a n d  i n t e r p r e t i v e
guidelines. Without this
manual, raw scores are
meaning less .  The
manual  standardizes
how each  response  is
converted  into  scaled
scores, how age-based
norms are applied, and
h o w  t o  c o m p u t e
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composite  indexes.  It
also  includes  critical
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n
administration  errors,
scoring  exceptions,
and  psychometr ic
properties.

Structure
of the
WASI-II
Scoring
Manual
The manual is logically
organized to guide the
examiner step by step.
W h i l e  t h e  e x a c t
pagination may vary by
ed i t i on ,  t he  co re
sections are consistent:

Introduction
and Overview:
Provides
background on
the test’s

development,
intended uses,
and limitations.
Administration
Guidelines:
Detailed
instructions for
each subtest,
including start
points,
discontinue
rules, and
allowable
prompts.
Scoring
Procedures:
The heart of the
manual,
containing raw
score to scaled
score
conversions for
each age group.
Normative
Tables: Age-
banded tables
that allow you to
look up T-scores,
scaled scores,
and percentile
ranks.
Composite
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Score
Computation:
Instructions for
deriving the Full
Scale IQ (FSIQ),
Verbal
Comprehension
Index (VCI), and
Perceptual
Reasoning Index
(PRI).
Interpretive
Guidelines: How
to describe score
ranges,
confidence
intervals, and
significant
discrepancies.
Psychometric
Properties:
Reliability,
validity, and
standard error of
measurement
data.

Understanding  these
sections  helps  you
navigate  the  manual
efficiently  during  and
a f t e r  t e s t
administration.

Key
Scoring
Elements
in the
WASI-II
Scoring
Manual
RAW SCORE TO
SCALED SCORE
CONVERSION

Each subtest produces
a  r a w  s c o r e  ( t h e
number  of  correct
responses  or  points
earned).  The  scoring
manual provides tables
that convert these raw
scores  into  scaled
scores.  Scaled  scores
have a mean of 10 and
a standard deviation of
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3  in  the  normative
s a m p l e .  T h e
conversion  is  age-
specific  because
cognit ive  abi l i t ies
d e v e l o p  a c r o s s
childhood  and  decline
in older adulthood. For
example,  a  raw  score
of  20  on  Vocabulary
might  yield  a  scaled
score  of  12  for  an  8-
year-old but only 9 for
a  45-year-old.  The
manual  accounts  for
these  differences.

AGE-BASED NORMS

The  WASI-II  scoring
m a n u a l  i n c l u d e s
normative  data  for
ages  6 :0  th rough
90:11,  broken  into  12
age bands. Each band
has its own conversion
tables. When you look
up  a  raw  score,  you
must select the correct
age  band.  Using  the
wrong band is  one of
the  most  common
scoring  errors.  The

manual  also  includes
tables for  older adults
(80+)  which  are  less
common in other brief
IQ tests.

COMPOSITE SCORE
CALCULATION

After  obtaining  scaled
scores  for  the  four
subtests,  the  manual
guides  you  to  sum
them and then look up
the FSIQ, VCI, and PRI.
The  FSIQ  is  derived
f r o m  e i t h e r  t w o
subtests  (Vocabulary
and Matrix Reasoning)
for a quick estimate, or
a l l  four  for  a  more
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
m e a s u r e .  T h e
composite scores have
a mean of  100 and a
standard  deviation  of
1 5 .  T h e  m a n u a l
provides  tables  that
convert  the  sum  of
scaled  scores  directly
i n t o  I Q  r a n g e ,
percentile  rank,  and
confidence  intervals
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(usually  90%  or  95%).

DISCREPANCY
ANALYSIS

The  scoring  manual
includes  critical  tables
f o r  a n a l y z i n g
differences  between
V C I  a n d  P R I .  A
significant  discrepancy
(e.g. ,  12  points  or
more)  may  indicate
s t r e n g t h s  o r
weaknesses  in  verbal
versus  visual-spatial
reasoning. The manual
provides base rates to
h e l p  c l i n i c i a n s
determine how unusual
a given discrepancy is
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l
population.  This  is
e s s e n t i a l  f o r
diagnosing  learning
d i s a b i l i t i e s  o r
n e u r o c o g n i t i v e
disorders.

Common
Scoring
Errors
and How
the
Manual
Helps
Avoid
Them
Even  exper ienced
examiners occasionally
make  mistakes.  The
WASI-II Scoring Manual
is designed to minimize
errors, but being aware
of  common  pitfalls  is
crucial:

Using the
wrong age
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band: Always
double-check the
examinee’s exact
age at the time
of testing. The
manual’s age
bands are clear,
but it is easy to
inadvertently use
a band that is off
by one.
Misapplying
discontinue
rules: The
manual specifies
when to stop a
subtest (e.g.,
after three
consecutive
failures on Matrix
Reasoning).
Failing to follow
these rules can
inflate or deflate
raw scores.
Incorrect credit
for ambiguous
responses: The
manual includes
sample
responses and
scoring criteria.

For example, on
Vocabulary,
partial credit (1
point) is given for
an acceptable
but not excellent
definition. The
manual provides
examples.
Arithmetic
errors in
summing raw
scores: Always
re-add the raw
points. The
manual suggests
using a scoring
worksheet.
Ignoring
confidence
intervals: The
manual reminds
users that a FSIQ
of 98 is not the
same as an exact
score; it should
be reported as
92–104 (90% CI).
Overlooking this
can lead to
overinterpretatio
n.
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B y  s t u d y i n g  t h e
manual  thoroughly
before  administering
the test, you can avoid
these errors.

Best
Practices
for Using
the WASI-
II Scoring
Manual
PRE-
ADMINISTRATION
PREPARATION

Before  you  meet  with
t h e  e x a m i n e e ,
familiarize  yourself
with  the  manual ’s
layout.  Tab  the  age
band  tables  you  will
need .  Rev iew  the
administration rules for

each  subtest.  Some
examiners  create  a
quick-reference  sheet
o f  c o m m o n
convers ions .  The
manual  exp l ic i t ly
recommends this step.

DURING SCORING

Use  the  official  scoring
worksheet that Pearson
p r o v i d e s .  T h e
worksheet  mirrors  the
manual’s  structure,
guiding  you  from raw
scores  to  composite
scores.  Always  record
each  subtest’s  raw
score  immediately
after  administration to
avoid  memory  lapses.
When  converting  to
scaled  scores,  cover
the table row by row to
avo id  reading  the
wrong  column.

POST-SCORING
INTERPRETATION

The manual includes a
section  on  qualitative
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interpretation—what  it
means if a child scores
very  low  on  B lock
Design but average on
Vocabulary.  It  also
provides guidelines for
writing  reports.  For
instance,  it  suggests
describing  scores  in
plain language: “John’s
overall cognitive ability
i s  i n  t h e  a v e r a g e
range,  with  relative
strength  in  verbal
comprehension  and  a
weakness in perceptual
reasoning.”

Psychom
etric
Foundatio
ns in the
Manual
A  t h o r o u g h
understanding  of  the
manual  also  requires

app rec i a t i ng  the
psychometric  data  it
contains:

Reliability: The
manual reports
internal
consistency
(Cronbach’s
alpha) and test-
retest stability.
For the FSIQ,
reliability is
typically above
0.90, indicating
high precision.
Validity:
Correlation
studies with the
WAIS-IV, WISC-V,
and other
measures are
provided. The
manual explains
that the WASI-II
FSIQ correlates
approximately
0.85 with longer
batteries.
Standard Error
of
Measurement
(SEM): Tables of
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SEM help you
construct
confidence
intervals. The
manual
emphasizes that
error is smaller
at the center of
the distribution
and larger at
extremes.

This information is not
just technical; it affects
how  you  interpret
scores. For example, a
small SEM for the FSIQ
means  you  can  be
more  confident  in  the
score, but a large SEM
f o r  t h e  V C I - P R I
difference  might
s u g g e s t  t h e
discrepancy  is  not
reliable.

Digital
and Print

Versions
of the
Manual
The  WASI-II  Scoring
Manual  is  available  in
both  print  and  digital
formats (e.g., Q-global,
Pea r son ’ s  on l i ne
scoring  platform).  The
d i g i t a l  v e r s i o n
a u t o m a t e s  m a n y
conversions  but  still
requires  manual  input
of  raw  scores.  I t  is
crucial  to  verify  that
the  software  uses  the
same  normative  data
as  the  print  manual.
Pearson updates norms
periodically,  so always
check the edition year.
T h e  m a n u a l  a l s o
includes  instructions
for  using  the  digital
scor ing  assistant,
including error codes.
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Ethical
Considera
tions
The  manual  reminds
examiners  that  the
W A S I - I I  i s  a
psychological  test  and
must be used only by
qualified  professionals.
It should not be shared
with the public. Scoring
g u i d e l i n e s  a r e
confidential  to
preserve  test  validity.
When  interpreting
results,  the  manual
cautions against  using
the  FSIQ  as  a  single
m e a s u r e  o f
intelligence;  it  should
be  part  of  a  broader
assessment.  Also,
because the WASI-II  is
abbreviated,  it  may
miss  subtle  cognitive
w e a k n e s s e s — t h e
manual advises that a
low  score  should  be

f o l l o w e d  u p  w i t h
comprehensive testing.

Practical
Tips for
Trainees
If  you  are  learning  to
use the WASI-II Scoring
Manual, here are some
strategies:

Practice with1.
sample
protocols: Many
training
programs
provide
completed test
forms. Score
them using the
manual and
compare your
results with an
answer key.
Attend a2.
workshop:
Pearson and
other
organizations
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offer training
sessions that
walk through the
manual page by
page.
Create a3.
scoring
checklist: Write
down each step:
record age,
lookup raw
scores, convert
to scaled, sum,
lookup
composite, apply
confidence
intervals.
Peer review:4.
Have a colleague
double-check
your scoring for
the first few
assessments.
Read the5.
manual cover
to cover: Do not
skip the
psychometrics
section—it
informs
interpretation.

Conclusio
n
The  WASI-II  Scoring
Manual  is  far  more
than  a  book le t  o f
t a b l e s — i t  i s  t h e
authoritative  resource
that  underpins  every
v a l i d  W A S I - I I
assessment.  From raw
score  conversion  to
discrepancy analysis, it
provides  the  structure
needed  to  transform
test  performance  into
actionable  cognitive
insights.  By  investing
time in mastering this
manual,  clinicians  can
e n s u r e  a c c u r a t e
scoring, avoid common
errors,  and  confidently
interpret  resu l ts .
Whether  you  use  the
print edition or rely on
digital scoring, a deep
familiarity  with  the
manual’s  content  will
enhance the quality of
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your  psychological
e v a l u a t i o n s  a n d
ultimately  benefit  the
individuals you assess.
The manual is not just

a  t o o l ;  i t  i s  y o u r
compan ion  in  the
responsible application
o f  c o g n i t i v e
assessment.


