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FINDING YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME: THE
COMPLETE FULL SAIL UNIVERSITY HOUSING GUIDE

Choosing where to live is one of the most important decisions you
will make as a college student. For those attending Full Sail
University in Winter Park, Florida, finding the right housing can
significantly shape your academic experience and personal well-
being. The university attracts a diverse, creative, and driven
student body, and the surrounding area offers a wide range of
living arrangements. This comprehensive Full Sail University
Housing Guide is designed to help you navigate the options,
understand the costs, and make an informed choice that supports
your success from day one. Whether you are looking for the
convenience of on-campus living or the independence of an off-
campus apartment, understanding the landscape of student
housing is the first step toward a rewarding college journey.

Understanding the Full Sall

University Experience

Full Sail University is known for its immersive, fast-paced, and
project-based curriculum. Students often spend long hours in
labs, studios, and collaborative spaces. Therefore, your housing
choice should prioritize convenience, focus, and a supportive
environment. Living too far from campus or in a noisy, distracting
setting can add unnecessary stress. This guide will break down
the primary housing pathways, from university-affiliated options
to private rentals, helping you match your lifestyle and budget
with the ideal location.

ON-CAMPUS HOUSING OPTIONS AT FULL SAIL
UNIVERSITY

Full Sail University offers limited on-campus housing, which is a
popular choice for students who value proximity and a built-in
community. The primary on-campus residence option is the Full
Sail University Housing Complex, known as the Live the Lab
Housing. This facility is designed specifically for students and is
located within walking distance of the main campus buildings.
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Live the Lab Housing
Apartments

The on-campus housing consists of fully furnished two-bedroom,
two-bathroom apartment-style units. Each unit is designed to
accommodate four students, with two students sharing each
bedroom. This layout encourages roommate interaction while still
providing personal space. The apartments come equipped with
essential amenities, including a full kitchen, washer and dryer,
living room furniture, and high-speed internet, which is crucial for
Full Sail students who rely heavily on digital resources.

Key advantages of on-campus housing:

¢ Unmatched Proximity: You are just a short walk from
classes, labs, the library, and other campus facilities. This
saves time and transportation costs.

e Built-in Community: Living with other Full Sail students
creates natural networking opportunities and study groups.
You are surrounded by peers who share similar schedules
and pressures.

e Fully Furnished: You do not need to worry about buying
furniture or appliances, which simplifies the moving
process, especially for out-of-state or international
students.

¢ Inclusive Utilities: Rent typically includes water,
electricity, internet, and cable, making budgeting more
straightforward.

e Security and Support: On-campus housing offers 24/7
security and on-site staff who understand the unique needs
of Full Sail students.

Considerations:

¢ Limited Availability: Spaces fill up quickly. You must
apply early and meet specific enrollment requirements.

e Shared Living: You will be sharing a bedroom with one
other person and the apartment with three others. This
requires flexibility and good communication.

¢ Cost: While convenient, on-campus housing can be more
expensive than some off-campus options, especially if you
are willing to share a space farther away.

* Noise and Distractions: While the environment is
generally study-focused, living with multiple roommates
can sometimes lead to distractions.

OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING: A WORLD OF CHOICES

Many Full Sail students choose to live off-campus, seeking more
independence, lower costs, or specific amenities. The Winter
Park, Orlando, and Maitland areas offer a diverse range of
apartments, townhomes, and houses for rent. This section of the
Full Sail University Housing Guide explores the most popular off-
campus neighborhoods and housing types.
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Apartment Communities
Near Full Sail University

Several large apartment complexes are located within a few
miles of campus. These communities often cater to students and
young professionals. Popular options include complexes on
University Boulevard, Lee Road, and in the surrounding Winter
Park area. Many offer shuttle services to Full Sail or are on public
bus routes.

What to look for in an off-campus apartment:

* Lease Length: Many standard leases are for 12 months.
Full Sail programs vary in length, so look for apartments
that offer shorter-term leases (6-9 months) or subleasing
options.

« Roommate Matching: Some large student-oriented
apartment complexes offer roommate matching services,
which can be helpful if you do not know anyone moving to
the area.

e Amenities: Pools, fitness centers, study lounges, and
parking are common amenities. Determine what is
essential for your lifestyle.

 Utility Inclusions: Ask if water, electricity, and internet
are included in the rent. This simplifies your monthly
budget.

e Distance to Campus: Use mapping tools to check driving,
biking, and walking distances. Traffic in Orlando can be

heavy, so a 5-mile drive might take 20-30 minutes during
peak hours.

Renting a House or
Townhome

For students who prefer more space, privacy, or a yard, renting a
house or townhome with roommates can be an excellent option.
This is often more affordable per person than a one-bedroom
apartment if you split the rent among 3-4 people. Popular
neighborhoods include College Park, Audubon Park, and areas
near Baldwin Park. These areas offer a more residential feel with
local cafes, parks, and grocery stores within walking distance.

Pros of renting a house:

e More living space and often a private bedroom.

e Ability to choose your own roommates.

e Qutdoor space for relaxation or study breaks.

e Often lower monthly rent per person compared to
apartments.

Cons of renting a house:

Greater responsibility for maintenance and yard work.
Utilities (electricity, water, internet) are typically not
included.

Furniture and appliances may not be provided.
Leases are usually for 12 months or longer.



Short-Term and Furnished
Rentals

Given that some Full Sail programs are accelerated and last less
than a year, short-term rentals are in high demand. Options
include:

e Sublets: Look for Full Sail students who are graduating or
leaving early and need someone to take over their lease.
This can be a win-win situation.

¢ Furnished Apartments: Some complexes offer fully
furnished units for a premium. This is ideal for students
moving from across the country or internationally.

e Airbnb or VRBO: For very short programs (a few months),
renting a private room or small apartment through these
platforms can work, though it is often more expensive.

e Student Housing Providers: Companies like American
Campus Communities or similar providers sometimes have
properties near campus that offer flexible, student-friendly
leases.

KEY FACTORS TO CONSIDER IN YOUR HOUSING
DECISION

To create a personalized Full Sail University Housing Guide for
yourself, you need to weigh several factors that directly impact

your daily life and academic performance.

Proximity and
Transportation

Full Sail University does not require all students to live on
campus, but commuting can be a challenge. The campus is
located on University Boulevard in Winter Park, a busy area.
Traffic can be significant, especially during class change times.
Consider these questions:

¢ Do you have a car? If so, factor in parking costs (on-campus
parking permits are required) and fuel.

e |s there reliable public transportation? The LYNX bus
system serves the area, and Freebee (a free rideshare
service) operates in Winter Park.

¢ Can you bike or walk? If you live within 2-3 miles, biking is
a viable option, especially in good weather.

¢ Does the apartment offer a shuttle? Some off-campus
complexes run dedicated shuttles to Full Sail.

Semantic keyword integration: When searching for Full Sail
University housing, prioritize locations that minimize your
commute time. A 10-minute drive can save you hours each week
compared to a 40-minute drive with traffic.
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Budget and Cost of Living

Full Sail tuition is a significant investment. Housing costs should
be managed carefully to avoid financial strain. Here is a
breakdown of typical monthly expenses:

e Rent: On-campus: $800-$1,200 per person per month. Off-
campus (shared apartment): $600-$1,000 per person. Off-
campus (studio/one-bedroom): $1,200-$1,800+.

e Utilities: If not included, budget $100-$200 per person for
electricity, water, internet, and trash.

e Food: Groceries and eating out: $300-$600 per month
depending on your habits.

* Transportation: Gas, parking, or bus pass: $50-$150 per
month.

e Miscellaneous: Renters insurance, household supplies,
entertainment.

Tip: Create a realistic budget before you start looking.
Remember that off-campus housing often requires a security
deposit (usually one month's rent) and first month's rent upfront.

Roommates and
Community

Your living environment can greatly influence your academic
success. If you choose to live with roommates, consider the

following:

e Study Habits: Do you need complete silence to study, or
can you work with background noise? Communicate this
clearly with potential roommates.

e Schedule: Full Sail students often have late nights and
early mornings. Try to find roommates with similar
schedules or who are respectful of quiet hours.

e Cleanliness: Discuss expectations for shared spaces like
the kitchen and living room. A chore chart can prevent
conflict.

e Community: Living with other Full Sail students can be
highly beneficial for networking and group projects.
However, living with non-students can offer a valuable
separation from school life.

Lease Terms and Flexibility

One of the most overlooked aspects of student housing is the
lease term. Full Sail programs are often not the traditional 9-
month academic year. Some programs are 12 months, while
others are 20 months or longer. Before signing a lease, clarify:

e When does the lease start and end?

e |s there a penalty for breaking the lease early?

e Can you sublet the apartment?

e Are there options for month-to-month renewal?

e What is the policy on guests and overnight visitors?



Many student-oriented housing providers understand the unique
schedule of Full Sail and offer more flexible terms. Private
landlords may be less flexible, but it is always worth negotiating.

HOW TO FIND FULL SAIL UNIVERSITY HOUSING: A
STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH

Finding the right housing requires a systematic approach. Follow
these steps to secure a comfortable and convenient place to live.

Step 1: Start Your Search
Early

Begin looking at least 2-3 months before your start date. On-
campus housing applications open well in advance, and the best
off-campus apartments get leased quickly. If you are starting in
the fall, begin your search in late spring or early summer.
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