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WHERE IS GALLIPOLI IN TURKEY:
A COMPLETE GUIDE TO
LOCATION, HISTORY, AND
VISITING THIS SACRED SHORE

When planning a trip to Turkey,  many
travellers  ask:  where  is  Gallipoli  in
Turkey?  This  question  arises  from  a
deep  curiosity  about  one  of  the  most
historically  significant  battlefields  of  the
First World War. Gallipoli is not a city or
a town, but rather a peninsula that holds
immense cultural  and historical  weight
for Turkey, Australia, New Zealand, and
t h e  w i d e r  C o m m o n w e a l t h .
Understanding exactly where Gallipoli is
located  is  the  first  step  to  appreciating
its  remarkable  story.
Geographically  speaking,  Gallipoli  is
situated in northwestern Turkey, forming
the  western  shore  of  the  Dardanelles
Strai t .  The  peninsula  stretches
approximately 60 kilometres southwest
from  the  mainland  of  Turkish  Thrace.
Administratively,  the Gallipoli  Peninsula
falls within Çanakkale Province, a region
famed  for  its  dramatic  landscapes,
ancient  ruins,  and pivotal  role  in  both
classical  and  modern  history.  The
nearest major town is Eceabat, though
most  visitors  base  themselves  in
Çanakkale city, which sits just across the
Dardanelles from the peninsula itself.
The name "Gallipoli" itself derives from
the  Greek  "Kal l ipol is",  meaning
"beautiful  city".  Today, the term refers
overwhelmingly to the peninsula and the

tragic yet heroic campaign that unfolded
there  in  1915.  For  anyone  seeking  to
connect with the past,  the question of
where is Gallipoli in Turkey opens the
door to a journey through pine-clad hills,
serene  beaches,  and  meticulously
maintained  war  cemeteries.

Why Gallipoli
Matters: A Brief
Historical
Overview
To  understand  the  significance  of
Gallipoli,  one  must  travel  back  to  the
early months of 1915. The Allied Powers,
chiefly  Britain  and  France,  devised  a
naval plan to force their way through the
D a r d a n e l l e s  S t r a i t ,  c a p t u r e
Constantinople  (modern-day  Istanbul),
and knock the Ottoman Empire out  of
the war. When the naval attack failed, a
land invasion was launched on 25 April
1915.  Troops  from  Australia,  New
Zealand,  Britain,  France,  and  other
Commonwealth  nations  landed  on  the
beaches of the Gallipoli Peninsula, only
to  meet  fierce  resistance  from  Ottoman
Turkish  forces  commanded by Mustafa
Kemal, later known as Atatürk.
The  campaign  lasted  eight  months,
ultimately ending in an Allied evacuation
in  December  1915  and  January  1916.
Casualties  were  heavy  on  both  sides,
with over 130,000 deaths. For the Turks,
Gallipoli  is  remembered  as  a  great
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victory that forged national identity. For
Australians  and  New  Zealanders,  it
became  the  birthplace  of  the  ANZAC
legend,  a  defining  moment  of  courage,
endurance,  and  sacrifice.

Where Exactly Is
Gallipoli on a
Map?
If  you  are  searching  for  where  is
Gallipoli in Turkey on a map, look for
the  Çanakkale  region  in  the  far
northwest  of  the country.  The Gallipoli
Peninsula is the thin strip of land that
separates  the  Aegean  Sea  from  the
Dardanelles Strait. To the west lies the
open  Aegean ;  t o  the  eas t ,  t he
Dardanelles  narrows  to  just  a  few
kilometres  at  its  narrowest  point.
Key geographical details include:

Latitude and longitude:
Approximately 40.2° N, 26.4° E
Distance from Istanbul: Roughly
300 kilometres southwest, about a
four-hour drive
Distance from Çanakkale: Just a
short ferry ride across the
Dardanelles
Size of the peninsula:
Approximately 900 square
kilometres, much of which is now
protected as the Gallipoli
Peninsula Historical National Park

The peninsula is bounded by the town of
Gelibolu to the north and Cape Helles to
the  southern  tip.  Most  of  the  famous
landing  beaches  and  battle  sites  lie
along  the  western  coast,  facing  the
Aegean Sea.

How to Get to
Gallipoli: Routes
and Transport
Options
Knowing where is Gallipoli in Turkey
is only half the journey. Getting there is
straightforward, thanks to Turkey's well-
developed transport infrastructure. Here
are the main options for  reaching this
historic region.

BY CAR FROM ISTANBUL

Driving from Istanbul is the most flexible
way to visit. Take the O-3/E80 motorway
west towards Tekirdağ, then continue to
Gelibolu town. From Gelibolu, follow the
c o a s t a l  r o a d  s o u t h  a l o n g  t h e
Dardanelles.  The  entire  journey  takes
about four hours. Alternatively, drive to
the ferry terminal at Eceabat and cross
to Çanakkale by car ferry.

BY BUS FROM ISTANBUL

Numerous bus companies operate daily
services  from  Istanbul's  main  bus
terminals  to  both  Çanakkale  and
E c e a b a t .  T h e  j o u r n e y  t a k e s
approximately  five to  six  hours.  Once in
Çanakkale,  local  minibuses  and  tour
operators can take you directly to the
Gallipoli battlefields and cemeteries.

BY FERRY FROM ÇANAKKALE

The most scenic approach is to take a
ferry from Çanakkale city centre across
the Dardanelles to Eceabat or Kilitbahir.
The  crossing  takes  about  20  to  30
minutes  and  offers  spectacular  views  of
the  strait  and  the  historic  castles  on
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either shore. From Eceabat, it is a short
drive to the main battlefield sites.

BY ORGANIZED TOUR

Many  visitors  opt  for  a  guided  tour,
which handles all logistics and provides
expert  commentary.  Tours  typically
depart  from  Istanbul,  Çanakkale,  or
Eceabat  and  cover  the  key  sites  in  a
single day. This is an excellent choice for
those  who want  to  absorb  the  history
without worrying about navigation.

Key Sites to Visit
on the Gallipoli
Peninsula
Once  you  have  established  where  is
Gallipoli in Turkey and made your way
there, you will find a landscape rich with
memorials,  cemeteries,  and  battlefields.
These  are  the  essential  stops  for  any
visitor.

ANZAC COVE

This  small,  crescent-shaped  beach  is
perhaps  the  most  iconic  site  on  the
peninsula.  It  was  here  that  Australian
and New Zealand troops landed on 25
April  1915,  under  fierce  fire  from  the
surrounding  cliffs.  Today,  the  cove  is  a
place of quiet reflection, with a memorial
stone and interpretive panels explaining
the events of that day.

LONE PINE CEMETERY AND
MEMORIAL

Situated on a plateau above Anzac Cove,
Lone  Pine  was  the  scene  of  intense
fighting  in  August  1915.  The  cemetery
contains  over  1,000  Australian  graves,
and the memorial honours those with no

known grave. The site is named after a
solitary pine tree that stood there before
the battle.

CHUNUK BAIR NEW ZEALAND
MEMORIAL

This is the most important New Zealand
site  on  Gallipoli.  It  marks  the  highest
point reached by Allied forces during the
campaign. The views from Chunuk Bair
across  the  peninsula  and  the  Aegean
Sea  are  breathtaking.  The  memorial
inscription  reads:  "From the  uttermost
ends of the earth."

THE NEK

Made  famous  by  Peter  Weir's  film
Gallipoli,  The Nek was the scene of  a
doomed charge by the Australian Light
Horse in August 1915. The narrow strip
of  land is  now a peaceful  grassy area
with memorials to those who fell.

CAPE HELLES

At  the  southern  tip  of  the  peninsula,
Cape Helles was the scene of the British
and French landings. The massive Helles
Memorial  commemorates  over  20,000
Commonwealth servicemen who died in
the campaign and have no known grave.
Nearby,  the  French  Cemetery  and
Memorial  honour  the  thousands  of
French  soldiers  who  fought  and  died
here.

TURKISH MEMORIALS

Visitors should also take time to see the
Turkish side of the story. The Çanakkale
Martyrs'  Memorial  at  Morto  Bay  is  an
imposing  structure  that  dominates  the
southern  skyline.  It  commemorates  all
Turkish  soldiers  who  died  in  the
Dardanelles  Campaign.  Nearby,  the
dedicated  museum  and  the  battlefield
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trenches  offer  a  poignant  glimpse  into
the  experience  of  Ottoman  defenders.

The Natural
Beauty of the
Gallipoli
Peninsula
While  history  is  the  main  draw,  the
Gallipoli  Peninsula  is  also  a  place  of
stunning  natural  beauty.  Pine  forests
cover the hillsides, wildflowers bloom on
the plains, and the coastline alternates
between rocky cliffs and sandy beaches.
The  area  is  home  to  diverse  wildlife,
including deer, wild boar, and numerous
bird species. Many visitors are surprised
by  how  tranquil  and  beautiful  the
landscape  is,  a  stark  contrast  to  the
horrific events that occurred here.
Part of the peninsula is protected as the
Gallipoli  Peninsula  Historical  National
Park, which preserves both the natural
environment  and  the  historical  sites.
Walking trails allow you to explore the
area  on  foot,  following  the  paths  that
soldiers took a century ago.

Practical Tips for
Visiting Gallipoli
To  make  the  most  of  your  trip,  keep
these practical considerations in mind:

Best time to visit: Spring (April
to June) and autumn (September
to October) offer mild weather and
fewer crowds. Anzac Day on 25
April draws thousands of visitors,
so book well in advance if you plan

to attend.
What to bring: Comfortable
walking shoes, a hat, sunscreen,
water, and a good camera. The
terrain can be hilly and exposed to
the sun.
Entry fees: Access to the national
park and most memorials is free.
Some small museums may charge
a nominal entry fee.
Guides and audio tours: Hiring
a local guide or downloading an
audio tour can greatly enhance
your understanding of the sites.
Respect the sites: Gallipoli is a
war cemetery and a place of
pilgrimage. Dress modestly, speak
quietly, and treat the grounds with
reverence.

Gallipoli's
Cultural
Significance
Today
The legacy of Gallipoli endures in many
ways.  For  Turkey,  the  victory  is
celebrated  as  a  defining  moment  in  the
nation's modern history. Mustafa Kemal
Atatürk,  who  commanded  the  Turkish
defence, went on to found the Republic
of  Turkey.  The  anniversary  of  the
landings, 25 April, is a national holiday in
Turkey,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand,
albeit  for  different  reasons.
For  Australians  and  New  Zealanders,
Gallipoli  is  the birthplace of  a national
identity. The ANZAC spirit of mateship,
endurance, and sacrifice is a core part of
the cultural fabric of both nations. Each
year,  thousands  of  pilgrims  make  the



Where Is Gallipoli In Turkey 5

5

journey to Gallipoli to attend the dawn
service at Anzac Cove on 25 April.
In  recent  years,  there  has  been  a
growing  emphasis  on  reconciliation.
Atatürk's famous words to the families of
fallen Allied soldiers are inscribed on a
memorial  at  Anzac  Cove:  "You,  the
mothers  who  sent  their  sons  from
faraway countries, wipe away your tears.
Your sons are now lying in our bosom
and are in peace. Having lost their lives
on this land, they have become our sons
as  well."  This  spirit  of  mutual  respect
and remembrance is a powerful aspect
of the Gallipoli story.

Beyond the
Battlefields:
Other Attractions
in the Region
If  you  are  traveling  to  answer  the
question where is Gallipoli in Turkey,
consider extending your stay to explore
other attractions in the Çanakkale area.

ANCIENT TROY

Just  south  of  Çanakkale  l ies  the
archaeological  s i te  of  Troy,  the
legendary  city  of  the  Trojan  War.  The
ruins  span  thousands  of  years  and
include  the  famous  wooden  horse

replica. A combined trip to Gallipoli and
Troy  is  a  popular  option  for  history
enthusiasts.

ÇANAKKALE CITY

The vibrant city of Çanakkale is a great
base  for  exploring  the  region.  Its
waterfront promenade is lined with cafes
and  restaurants,  and  the  streets  are
filled with shops selling local specialties.
The Çanakkale Naval  Museum and the
clock tower are worth a visit.

BOZCAADA AND GÖKÇEADA

The  Aegean  is lands  of  Bozcaada
(Tenedos)  and  Gökçeada  (Imbros)  are
accessible  by  ferry  from  the  Gallipoli
Peninsula.  They  offer  beautiful  beaches,
charming  villages,  and  excellent  local
wine. These islands provide a peaceful
counterpoint to the emotional weight of
the battlefields.

The Importance
of Answering
"Where Is
Gallipoli In
Turkey"
Understanding  where  is  Gallipoli  in
Turkey is


