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THE LONE GONZO
AT THE
CREMATION OF
CARE:
UNRAVELING
HUNTER S
THOMPSON AT
BOHEMIAN GROVE

There  are  few  figures
in American journalism
a s  i n s t a n t l y
recognizable  as  Dr.
Hunter  S.  Thompson.
With  his  c igarette
holder,  flared  trousers,
and  an  insat iab le
appetite  for  chaos,
Thompson  redefined
what it meant to be a

reporter. He didn’t just
observe  history;  he
injected himself into it,
often with a cocktail in
one  hand  and  a  tape
recorder  in  the  other.
Meanwhile,  nestled
among  the  ancient
redwoods of Monte Rio,
California,  there exists
a  g a t h e r i n g  s o
secretive, so shrouded
in  myth,  that  it  has
become the Holy Grail
of conspiracy theorists
and  political  savants
alike: Bohemian Grove.
When these two worlds
collided, the result was
a  fascinating,  cynical,
and  deeply  insightful
examination  of  the
A m e r i c a n  p o w e r
s t r u c t u r e .  T h e
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connection  between
Hunter  S  Thompson
Bohemian  Grove  is
not  just  a  footnote  in
gonzo journalism; it  is
a  masterclass  in  how
a n  o u t s i d e r
decons t ruc ts  the
ritualistic theater of the
elite.
To  understand  why
Thompson’s  take  on
the Grove matters, we
must  first  appreciate
the  clash  of  cultures.
Bohemian  Grove  is  a
strictly  private,  all-
male  ret reat  he ld
a n n u a l l y  b y  t h e
Bohemian Club of San
Francisco.  For  two
weeks  every  July,  the
most  powerful  men in
the  world—presidents,
CEOs,  bankers,  and
generals—camp out in
the woods.  They wear
name tags (first names
only,  to  encourage
informality), urinate on
trees,  and  perform  a
bizarre  pagan-esque

r i t u a l  c a l l e d  t h e
"Cremation  of  Care."
For the establishment,
t h i s  i s  a  p l a c e  t o
network,  unwind,  and
make deals away from
the prying eyes of the
press.  For  Hunter  S.
Thompson,  it  was  a
n e s t  o f  v i p e r s
performing a  "sidereal
sideshow."

The
Context
of the
Infiltratio
n
Thompson’s  foray  into
the  Grove  d id  not
happen  by  accident.
H e  w a s  f a m o u s l y
c o n t r a c t e d  b y
Scanlan’s  Monthly  in
1970  to  cover  the
Kentucky Derby, which
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l e d  t o  t h e  " T h e
Kentucky  Derby  is
D e c a d e n t  a n d
Depraved."  However,
h is  interest  in  the
political  machinery  of
the United States was
relentless.  He  had
already established his
"gonzo"  methodology:
s u b j e c t i v e ,
part ic ipatory,  and
fueled  by  a  righteous
fury against the Nixon
administration and the
"old guard."
B o h e m i a n  G r o v e
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e
ultimate target for this
f u r y .  W h i l e
investigative  journalist
Alex  Gibney  would
later  document  the
Grove  in  the  2009
documentary We Steal
Secrets:  The  Story  of
WikiLeaks,  and  even
more  famously  in  the
audio  recordings  by
Alex Jones, Thompson’s
reportage remains the
most  l i te rary  and

p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y
c o m p l e x .  H e
understood  that  the
real crime of the Grove
was  not  the  occult
rumors, but the sheer,
suffocating  weight  of
power  that  gathered
there  to  shape  public
policy  without  public
consent.
In his 1994 book Better
T h a n  S e x ,  a n d  i n
v a r i o u s
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s
collected in The Proud
Highway,  Thompson
d e s c r i b e d  h i s
experience. He was not
there as a  spy in  the
traditional  sense;  he
was there as a monster
of  bad  behavior ,  a
force of nature that the
polished elites did not
know  how  to  handle.
He  famously  referred
to  the  attendees  as
"the bottom-feeders of
the power elite."
This angle is crucial for
S E O  a n d  c o n t e n t
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d e p t h .  W h e n
discussing  Hunter  S
Thompson Bohemian
Grove,  many  writers
focus  solely  on  the
" s e c r e t  r i t u a l s . "
However,  Thompson’s
g e n i u s  w a s  i n
dismissing  the  rituals
as theatrical  nonsense
while  focusing  on  the
real  horror: the casual
decision-making  that
occurred  between
cocktails.

THE RITUAL VS.
THE REALITY:
WHAT THOMPSON
SAW

M o s t  p e o p l e  a r e
fasc inated  by  the
"Cremation  of  Care."
T h i s  t h e a t r i c a l
ceremony  involves  an
owl  statue,  a  burning
effigy,  and  robed  men
chanting.  It  looks  like
something  out  of  a
pulp  horror  novel .
Thompson,  ever  the
c y n i c ,  w a s

unimpressed  by  the
pagan  trappings.  He
saw it for what it was:
a  t r i b a l  b o n d i n g
exercise  designed  to
make wealthy men feel
like  they  belonged  to
something  larger  than
their bank accounts.
I n  h i s  w r i t i n g s ,
Thompson  noted  that
the  real  danger  of
Bohemian  Grove  was
not  the  worship  of  a
giant  owl  (Mammon),
b u t  t h e
dehumanization  of
politics.  He  argued
t h a t  w h e n  t h e
President of the United
S t a t e s  m a k e s  a
decision  about  war  or
poverty while standing
drunk  by  a  campfire
with  a  banker,  the
democratic  process  is
subverted.  The  Grove,
in  Thompson’s  view,
w a s  t h e  p h y s i c a l
manifestation  of  the
"old  boys'  network."
His  account  of  the
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Grove  is  filled  with  his
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c
h y p e r b o l e .  H e
d e s c r i b e d  t h e
a t m o s p h e r e  a s
"straight out of  a bad
LSD trip,"  but  he was
also a keen observer of
animal  behavior.  He
watched  how  men
shuffled,  how  they
spoke in hushed tones,
and how the hierarchy
was  maintained  even
in the wilderness.  The
Hunter  S  Thompson
Bohemian  Grove
narrative  is  unique
because  it  filters  the
absurdity  of  the  elite
through the  lens  of  a
man who had already
seen the worst  of  the
American Dream.

The
Power of

the
"Gonzo
Gaze"
Why does Thompson’s
account  stand  out
among  the  dozens  of
conspiracy  theories?
Because Thompson did
no t  approach  the
Grove with fear or awe.
He approached it  with
contempt .  In  the
w o r l d  o f  g o n z o
j o u r n a l i s m ,  t h e
reporter is the hero (or
anti-hero) of the story.
Thompson  positioned
h i m s e l f  a s  t h e
barbarian at the gate,
the  toxic  substance
injected  into  the  Petri
dish.
His  writing  about  the
Grove emphasizes  the
absurdity  of  power.
He  wrote  extensively
about the elite’s  need
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for  ritual.  He  argued
that  men  who  control
the  world’s  nuclear
arsenal need a place to
play dress-up and feel
like children. This is a
profound psychological
observation.  It  strips
away the mystique and
reveals  the  insecurity
behind the power.
For  SEO  and  reader
engagement,  this  is  a
goldmine. The keyword
Hunter  S  Thompson
Bohemian  Grove
captures  a  specific
niche:  readers  who
want  the  conspiracy
intel but delivered with
literary  flair  and
intellectual  honesty.
Thompson  gave  them
that.  He  didn't  say,
"They  are  evil."  He
said,  "They are stupid
and dangerous," which
i s  a  much  sca r i e r
verdict.

THE CREMATION

OF CARE: MORE
THAN JUST A
CONSPIRACY
CLICHE

Let’s  dive deeper  into
t h e  r i t u a l  t h a t
Thompson  found  so
d i s t a s t e f u l .  T h e
"Cremation of Care" is
a  d r a m a t i c
performance where the
Bohemians  burn  an
effigy  of  "Care"
(worldly worries) at the
base of  a  40-foot  owl
statue.  The goal  is  to
free the members from
the  concerns  of  the
outside  world  so  they
c a n  f o c u s  o n
"brotherhood."
Thompson  watched
this  and  felt  nothing
but  a  cold  chil l .  He
recognized  i t  as  a
psychological  reset
button. By symbolically
killing "Care," the elite
gave  themse lves
permission  to  ignore
the  consequences  of
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their actions. If you are
a  defense  contractor
who  makes  money
from war, and you burn
"Care," you are ritually
absolving  yourself  of
guilt.
This  interpretation  of
Hunter  S  Thompson
Bohemian  Grove  is
far  more sophisticated
t h a n  t h e  t y p i c a l
" S a t a n i c  p a n i c "
narrative.  Thompson
was  not  a  moralist  in
the  traditional  sense;
he  was  a  moralist  in
the  sense  that  he
believed in democracy.
H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t
transparency was the
only  thing  protecting
the  weak  f rom  the
strong.  The Grove,  by
its very nature, was an
a t t a c k  o n
transparency.

The Ritual:
Thompson
described the
lighting of the

pyre as a "stag-
party version of
the Eucharist."
He mocked the
solemnity of the
moment.
The Attendees:
He noted the
absence of
women and
minorities,
calling it a
"museum of
white male
power."
The Location:
The redwood
forest, he
argued, was
chosen
specifically to
dwarf the human
ego, creating a
sense of
insignificance
that makes men
seek belonging in
the group.
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The
Legacy of
Thompso
n's
Bohemia
n Grove

Writings
In  the  years  s ince
Thompson’s  death  in
2005,  h is  work  on
Bohemian  Grove  has
gained a cult following.
I t  i s  of ten  c i ted  in
p o d c a s t s ,
documentaries,  and
long-form essays about
the  nature  of  power.
T h e  H u n t e r  S
Thompson Bohemian
Grove  connection  is
n o w  a  s t a p l e  o f
American  counter-

culture  l iterature.
Young journalists often
study his  approach to
t h e  G r o v e  a s  a
template  for  how  to
cover the powerful. He
taught  them that  you
don't need to sneak in
a camera; you need to
sneak  in  a  cr i t ica l
perspective.  He  also
taught them the value
of  voice.  His  writing
about the Grove is not
objective;  it  is  angry,
funny,  and  deeply
p e r s o n a l .  I t  i s
opinionated,  but  it  is
a l s o  t r u e  t o  h i s
experience.
F u r t h e r m o r e ,
Thompson ’s  work
prefigured  the  modern
skepticism toward elite
inst i tut ions.  Long
before QAnon and the
rise  of  "truth-seeking"
c o m m u n i t i e s ,
Thompson was warning
that the men who run
the  country  are  not
necessarily  wise  or
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benevolent.  They  are,
in his famous words, "a
gang  of  thugs."  The
G r o v e  w a s  t h e i r
clubhouse.

HOW THE ELITE
RESPONDED TO
THOMPSON

There  is  a  fascinating
subtext to the Hunter
S  T h o m p s o n
Bohemian  Grove
story:  the  reaction  of
the elite. According to
Thompson’s  accounts,
he was treated with a
mixture  of  curiosity
and  fear.  He  was  a
known  entity—a  wild
man  who  had  written
for Rolling Stone. Some
members  t r i ed  to
charm  him.  Others
avoided  him  like  the
plague.
Thompson  noted  that
the Grove had a strict
"no  photography"  rule
a n d  a  " n o  p r e s s "
p o l i c y .  H e  w a s

arguably  the  on ly
working  journalist  of
his  stature  to  ever
a t tend  as  a  gues t
(though he was always
a n  o u t s i d e r ) .  H e
exploited  this  position
ruthlessly.  He  would
ask  men  in  tuxedos
(yes, they dress up for
dinner)  how  they  felt
about  the  Vietnam
War.  He  would  quote
their  embarrassing
answers  verbatim.
This  behavior  was  a
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e
" G e n t l e m e n ' s
A g r e e m e n t "  t h a t
governs  such  places.
The elite rely on social
norms  to  p ro tec t
them.  Thompson  had
no  respect  for  those
norms. He was a class
traitor  in  the  literal
sense.
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The
Bohemia
n Grove
in Pop

Culture
The  influence  of
Thompson's  writing
can  be  seen  in  how
Bohemian  Grove  is
portrayed  in  fiction.
From  The  X-Files  to
True  Detective,  the
image of powerful men
in robes in the woods
comes  directly  from
the lore that Thompson
helped  popularize.  He
made  the  Grove  a
symbol  of  polit ical
decay.
However,  there  is  a
distinction to be made.
Pop  cu l tu re  o f ten
portrays the Grove as a
place  of  literal  black

magic.  Thompson,
despite  his  love  of
hyperbole,  always
came  back  t o  t he
political  reality.  He
used the Owl and the
Cremation  of  Care  as
metaphors  for  the
disconnect  between
the ruling class and the
governed.  This  is  a
more resonant critique.
For writers and content
creators exploring this
topic, it is essential to
b a l a n c e  t h e
sensational  with  the
subs tan t i ve .  The
keyword  Hunter  S
Thompson Bohemian
Grove  offers  a
pathway  to  discuss
both  the  spectacle  of
the  r i tua l  and  the
s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h e
crit ique.

WHY THIS TOPIC
ENDURES

Decades later, interest
in  the  intersection  of
Hunter  S  Thompson



Hunter S Thompson Bohemian Grove 11

11

Bohemian  Grove
shows  no  s igns  o f
waning.  Why?

The Rise of1.
Distrust: In an
age of deep
fakes and
alternative facts,
Thompson’s
radical
skepticism feels
prophetic.
The Secret2.
Society Appeal:
Humans are
hardwired to be

curious about
secret groups.
Thompson
demystified the
group while
keeping its
mystery.
The Gonzo3.
Legacy:
Thompson’s style
is unique. No one
writes like him.
His book remains
a primary source
for research on
the Grove.


