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L a n g u a g e  h a s  a n
almost  magical  ability
to shape our thoughts,
influence our emotions,
and  even  dictate  the
t r a j e c t o r y  o f  o u r
ambitions.  There  is  a
particular resonance, a
sonic  harmony,  when
certain  words  align.
This  is  especially  true
when we consider the

word "success." It is a
word  l oaded  w i th
aspiration,  hard  work,
and  achievement.  But
have you ever stopped
to  consider  the  words
that  echo  its  sound?
Exploring  the  words
t h a t  r h y m e  w i t h
success is more than a
linguistic exercise; it is
a journey into the very
p s y c h o l o g y  o f
achievement  and  the
subtle  ways  language
frames our goals.
For poets, lyricists, and
motivational  speakers,
finding  the  perfect
rhyme is essential. The
sound of a word carries
weight,  and when you
pa i r  a  concept  as
powerful  as  success

https://remodelicious.com/


2

2 Words That Rhyme With
Success

2024-08-14

wi th  i t s  phone t i c
cousins,  you  create  a
memorable,  almost
hypnotic,  effect.  This
article delves deep into
the phonetic landscape
of success, uncovering
p e r f e c t  r h y m e s ,
exploring near rhymes
that  offer  creative
flexibility,  and
examining  how  these
w o r d s  c a n  b e
harnessed to reinforce
a  m i n d s e t  o f
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
c r a f t i n g  a  p o e m ,
writing  a  speech,  or
s i m p l y  s e e k i n g  a
deeper connection with
t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f
a c h i e v e m e n t ,
understanding  the
words that rhyme with
success offers a unique
perspective.

UNDERSTANDING
THE PHONETIC
BLUEPRINT OF

SUCCESS

Before we can list the
r h y m e s ,  w e  m u s t
understand  the  word
itself.  "Success"  is
pronounced  /səkˈsɛs/.
The primary stress falls
on the second syllable,
cess .  This  syllable
features  the  short  "e"
sound, as in "dress" or
"mess."  The  ending
sound  is  critical:  it
concludes  with  the
unvoiced  "s"  sound.
For a perfect rhyme, a
word  must  share  this
exact  ending  vowel
and  consonant  sound.
This phonetic signature
is  what  makes  the
search for rhymes both
c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d
reward ing .  I t  i s  a
common sound in  the
Engl ish  language,
wh i ch  p rov ides  a
surprising  number  of
p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  B y
dissecting the word, we
can  better  appreciate
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the  subtle  nuances  of
words that rhyme with
success and how they
c a n  b e  u s e d
effectively.

PERFECT RHYMES:
THE LEXICON OF
ATTAINMENT

Perfect  rhymes,  also
k n o w n  a s  e x a c t
rhymes, are words that
s h a r e  t h e  s a m e
stressed  vowel  sound
and  all  subsequent
sounds.  For  "success,"
these  are  words  that
end with  the  exact  "-
ess"  sound.  While  the
list is not extensive, it
is  incredibly  potent.
These  are  the  most
d i rec t  words  that
rhyme  with  success,
and  they  often  carry
significant  semantic
weight.

Access
and
Excess
T w o  o f  t h e  m o s t
p o w e r f u l  a n d
frequently used perfect
rhymes for success are
access  and  excess.
T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between  these  words
and success is  almost
philosophical.  One can
argue  that  success  is
often  defined  by  the
a c c e s s  i t
provides—access  to
r e s o u r c e s ,
opportunities,  and
influence.  Conversely,
a  common  cautionary
ta l e  i nvo l ves  the
e x c e s s  t h a t  c a n
accompany unchecked
s u c c e s s .  I n  a
motivational context, a
line like "Open the door
to  your  success,  and
enjoy  the  access  it
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brings"  flows  naturally
a n d  p o w e r f u l l y .
Alternatively,  a  poet
m i g h t  w r i t e ,  " H e
chased a life of excess,
mistaking  it  for  true
success."  These  two
words alone provide a
rich  dualism  for  any
w r i t e r  e x p l o r i n g
t h e m e s  o f
achievement.

Process
and
Progress
While  not  a  perfect
rhyme  in  all  accents,
p r o c e s s  ( w h e n
pronounced with a long
"o"  as  in  "proh-cess")
and  progress  are
often considered near-
perfect  rhymes or  are
used  in  slant  rhyme.
However ,  in  many
pro fess i ona l  and
educational  settings,

" p r o c e s s "  i s
pronounced  with  a
s h o r t  " o "  s o u n d ,
making it a less exact
match.  When  used
thoughtfully,  though,
they  are  among  the
most meaningful words
t h a t  r h y m e  w i t h
success.  The  process
is the journey, the daily
grind, while success is
t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n .
"P rog ress "  i s  t he
milestone  marker  on
t h a t  j o u r n e y .  A
business  writer  might
note, "Success is not a
s ingle  event  but  a
consistent  process  of
making  progress."
This  internal  rhyme is
both  informative  and
pleasing  to  the  ear.

Distress
and
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Redress
These  words  offer  a
contrasting,  almost
s o m b e r ,  t o n e .
Distress  represents
the  s t rugg le ,  the
a n x i e t y ,  a n d  t h e
fai lures  that  often
precede or accompany
success.  Redress
refers  to  the  act  of
sett ing  something
right,  of  correcting  a
wrong. The interplay is
profound:  "Before  the
t r iumph  came  the
distress;  he sought a
path of redress." This
pairing is excellent for
na r ra t i ves  abou t
overcoming  adversity.
Us i ng  wo rds  t ha t
rhyme  with  success
like "distress" allows a
writer to build dramatic
tension  and  create  a
more realistic, nuanced
p o r t r a y a l  o f
a c h i e v e m e n t .  I t
acknowledges that the

road  to  success  is
rarely  smooth.

Confess
and
Possess
T h e s e  v e r b s  a r e
staples  in  personal
deve lopment  and
lyr ica l  wr i t ing.  To
confess  is  to  admit
truthfully,  often  about
one's  goals  or  past
failures. To possess is
t o  o w n ,  t o  h a v e
m a s t e r y  o v e r
something.  "You  must
first  confess  your
dream  to  yourself ,
b e f o r e  y o u  c a n
possess the reality of
success."  This  creates
a  powerful  cause-and-
effect  relationship.
These  are  not  just
words that rhyme with
success ;  they  are
actions  that  define  the



6

6 Words That Rhyme With
Success

2024-08-14

journey toward it. Their
use in poetry and prose
a d d s  a  l a y e r  o f
personal accountability
and ownership.

BEYOND THE
EXACT: THE
POWER OF SLANT
AND NEAR
RHYMES

While  perfect  rhymes
a r e  s t r u c t u r a l l y
s a t i s f y i n g ,  s l a n t
rhymes—also known as
hal f  rhymes,  near
rhymes,  or  imperfect
rhymes—offer
immense  creat ive
freedom. They share a
similar but not identical
sound. For a word like
" s u c c e s s , "  s l a n t
rhymes  open  up  a
m u c h  w i d e r
vocabulary,  allowing
for  more  expressive
and  less  predictable
writ ing.  These  are
perhaps  the  most
valuable  words  that
rhyme with success for

a  serious  writer,  as
t h e y  p r e v e n t  t h e
l a n g u a g e  f r o m
sounding  forced  or
clichéd.

The "S"
Sound
Continuat
ion
Many slant rhymes for
success  focus  on  the
ending  "s"  sound  but
alter  the  preceding
vowel  or  consonant.
Words  like  finesse,
impress,  express,
s u p p r e s s ,  a n d
repress are incredibly
versati le.  Finesse
implies skill  and grace
u n d e r  p r e s s u r e .
Impress  i s  about
making  an  impact.
Express  i s  about
communication  and
articulation.  Using
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t h e s e  c r e a t e s  a
cascade  of  related
concepts.  A  line  like,
"She  used  her  finesse
to express her vision,
leav ing  everyone
impressed ,"  uses
multiple  slant  rhymes
to build a cohesive and
vivid image of success.

Vowel
Sound
Shifts
By  shifting  the  vowel
sound,  we  get  words
like kiss, miss, bliss,
this ,  and  abyss .
These  words  offer  a
m o r e  p o e t i c  a n d
emotional range. Bliss
is  the ultimate feeling
of joyful success. Miss
i s  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o
achieve.  Abyss  is  the
depth  of  failure.  This
g r o u p  c r e a t e s  a
powerful  emotional

spectrum. A song lyric
m i g h t  p e r f e c t l y
encapsu late  th is :
"From the abyss  of  a
m i s s ,  I  f o u n d  a
moment of pure bliss."
These  words  tha t
rhyme  with  success,
albeit  imperfectly,
a l low  for  a  deeper
emotional  connection
with  the  audience.

The "Ect"
and "Ept"
Sounds
Another  category  of
slant  rhymes  involves
words that end in "ect"
o r  " e p t , "  s u c h  a s
respect,  correct,
direct,  protect,  and
accept .  Whi le  the
consonant  ending
differs slightly from the
"s"  sound,  the  vowel
sound  i s  a  s t rong
match.  These  words
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a r e  h e a v y  w i t h
meaning in the context
of  success.  Success is
often  correlated  with
being correct in one's
decisions,  earning
respect  from  peers,
taking  a  direct  path,
a n d  n e e d i n g  t o
protect one's position.
They are indispensable
for  professional  and
motivational  writing.
The phrase "To achieve
success,  you must  first
respect  the  process
a n d  a c c e p t  t h e
challenges"  is  both
rhythmic  and  wise.

PRACTICAL
APPLICATIONS:
USING RHYMES IN
YOUR WRITING

Knowing  the  words  is
only  the  first  step.  The
true  art  lies  in  their
application.  Whether
you  a re  w r i t i ng  a
speech, a blog post, a
song,  or  a  poem,  the
strategic use of words

t h a t  r h y m e  w i t h
success  can  elevate
y o u r  w o r k  f r o m
m u n d a n e  t o
memorable.  Here  are
severa l  p rac t i ca l
app l i ca t i ons  and
techniques to consider.

In Poetry
and Song
Lyrics
T h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t
obvious domain. A poet
might  use  a  perfect
rhyme  to  create  a
strong,  conclusive
couplet:  "This  is  my
confession,  a  bold
expression  of  my
success." A songwriter
could use slant rhymes
t o  c r e a t e  a  m o r e
c o m p l e x  a n d
interesting  flow.  For
example,  using  "kiss"
and "bliss"  in  a  verse
a b o u t  t h e  j o y  o f
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ach iev ing  a  long-
sought  goal  creates  a
softer,  more  intimate
feel  than  a  c lunky
perfect rhyme. The key
is  to  let  the  meaning
drive  the  rhyme,  not
the other way around.
The  most  impactful
lines  are  those  where
t h e  r h y m e  f e e l s
inevitable, not forced.

In
Motivatio
nal
Speeches
and
Affirmatio
ns
Rhyme  is  a  powerful
mnemonic  device.  It
makes  information

st ick ier  and  more
memorable. A speaker
who  uses  s imp le ,
rhythmic  phrases  can
h a v e  a  p r o f o u n d
impact.  Consider  the
power of a phrase like,
"To  have  access  to
your best life, you must
first  move  through  the
process." This is more
engaging  than  a  flat,
n o n - r h y m i n g
s t a t e m e n t .  F o r
personal  affirmations,
rhythmic  language  is
particularly  effective.
Repeating  a  phrase
like,  "I  express  my
v e r y  b e s t ;  I  a m  a
picture  of  success,"
helps  to  embed  the
i d e a  i n t o  t h e
subconscious  mind.
Us i ng  wo rds  t ha t
rhyme with success in
this  context  turns  a
simple sentence into a
mantra.
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In
Branding
and

Taglines
Businesses  can  also
leverage the power of
rhyme.  A  slogan  is  a
tiny  piece  of  poetry
m e a n t  t o  b e
r e m e m b e r e d .  A
c o m p a n y  s e l l i n g
productivity  software
might  use  a  tagline
like,  "Simplify  your
process,  accelerate
your  success . "  A
financial  advisory  firm
cou ld  use ,  " F rom
distress  to  financial
success,  we are here
to  redress."  While  a
bit  of  a  stretch,  the
sonic  quality  grabs
attention.  The  use  of
these words creates a
sense of resolution and

competence.  However,
it  is  crucial  to  ensure
tha t  t he  rhym ing
tagline  still  sounds
p ro fess i ona l  and
authentic to the brand.

THE PSYCHOLOGY
OF SOUND: WHY
RHYMES
RESONATE

Why are we so drawn
to  words  that  rhyme
with  success?  The
answer  l ies  in  the
psychology  of  pattern
r e c o g n i t i o n .  T h e
human  brain  is  wired
to  seek  out  and  find
pleasure  in  patterns.
R h y m e  i s  a  s o n i c
pattern.  When  two
words share a phonetic
ending,  our  brains
make a cognitive link.
This  l ink  creates  a
sense  o f  c l osu re ,
predictabil ity,  and
satisfaction.  In  the
context of success, this
is  incredibly  powerful.
The  rhyme  creates  a
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subconscious sensation
o f  " r i gh tness "  o r
"completeness,"  which
mirrors the feeling we
a s s o c i a t e  w i t h
achievement  itself.
Moreover,  rhyming
words  are  easier  to
remember. This is why
n u r s e r y  r h y m e s ,
m o t t o s ,  a n d
advertising  jingles  are
so effective.  By pairing
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f
" s u c c e s s "  w i t h  a
related action or state
l ike  "progress"  or
"possess,"  you  are
essentially  encoding  a
philosophical truth into
a memorable package.
The  listener  does  not
just  hear  the  words;
t h e y  f e e l  t h e
connection. This is the
subtle  power  behind
the careful selection of
words that rhyme with
success.  It  transforms
abstract advice into an
e m o t i o n a l  a n d
cognitive experience.

Building a
Rhyme-
Based
Vocabular
y for Goal
Setting
To  internal ize  the
lessons of  this  article,
try building a personal
vocabulary  list.  Write
down  the  core  words
we  have  discussed:
access,  process,
progress,  impress,
express,  distress,
finesse,  and
possess. Next to each
word,  write  a  short
p e r s o n a l  g o a l  o r
affirmation.  For
example:

Access: "I will
gain daily access
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to new
knowledge."
Express: "I will

express my
unique talents
without fear."


