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MASTERING THE
MILADY CHAPTER
15 REVIEW
QUESTIONS: YOUR
GUIDE TO
HAIRCUTTING
SUCCESS

For  any  cosmetology
student,  the  Milady
Standard  Cosmetology
t e x t b o o k  i s  t h e
cornerstone  of  your
education.  When  you
reach Chapter 15, you
enter one of the most
h a n d s - o n  a n d
creatively  demanding
topics: haircutting. This
chapter is packed with

f o u n d a t i o n a l
t e c h n i q u e s ,
te rmino logy ,  and
theory  that  you  must
know not only to pass
your  practical  exams
but  a lso  to  bui ld  a
thriving  career  behind
the  chair.  One  of  the
best  ways  to  lock  in
that  knowledge  is  by
working  through  the
Milady  Chapter  15
review  questions.
These  questions  are
designed  to  test  your
unders tand ing  o f
e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m
s e c t i o n i n g  a n d
e l e v a t i o n  t o  t h e
different  types  of
haircuts.
In  this  comprehensive
guide,  we  wil l  walk
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t h r o u g h  t h e  k e y
concepts  covered  in
Milady  Chapter  15,
explore  typical  review
questions, and provide
tips  for  using  these
q u e s t i o n s  t o
supercharge  your
s t u d y  s e s s i o n s .
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
preparing  for  your
state  board  exam  or
simply want to deepen
your  haircutting  skills,
this article will serve as
an essential resource.

WHY THE MILADY
CHAPTER 15
REVIEW
QUESTIONS
MATTER

The Milady Chapter 15
review  questions  are
n o t  j u s t  a  t e s t  o f
memorization.  They
force you to apply the
concepts  you  have
learned  in  a  textbook
to real-world scenarios.
When  you  sit  down
with  these  questions,

you  are  essentially
practicing the decision-
mak ing  process  a
stylist uses every day.
You  learn  to  identify
the  correct  tool,  the
proper  angle,  and the
i d e a l  s e c t i o n i n g
p a t t e r n  f o r  e a c h
haircut.
Moreover,  many  state
board  exams  include
questions  that  mirror
the  Mi lady  rev iew
q u e s t i o n s .  B y
mastering  them,  you
significantly  increase
y o u r  c h a n c e s  o f
passing  the  written
p o r t i o n  o f  y o u r
licensure  exam.  They
also  help  you  build  a
strong  vocabulary:
te rms  l i ke  “over -
direction,”  “beveling,”
“ l a y e r i n g , ”  a n d
“graduation”  become
second  nature.
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How to
Approach
These
Review

Questions
To get the most out of
the Milady Chapter 15
review  questions,  do
n o t  j u s t  r e a d  t h e
answers. Instead, try to
answer  each  question
out loud or write down
your  response  before
checking the textbook.
Th is  act ive  reca l l
method  strengthens
neural  pathways  and
improves  long-term
retention. You can also
form a study group and
q u i z  e a c h  o t h e r .
Hearing a peer explain
why  the  answer  i s
correct  can  clarify
confusion.

Remember, the review
questions are arranged
to  cover  the  learning
ob jec t i ves  a t  the
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e
chapter. If you struggle
w i th  a  pa r t i cu l a r
question, go back and
r e v i e w  t h e
corresponding  section.
This targeted approach
ensures  you  fill
k n o w l e d g e  g a p s
efficiently.

KEY CONCEPTS
COVERED IN
MILADY CHAPTER
15: HAIRCUTTING

Before  div ing  into
specific  review
questions,  let's outline
the core content of the
chapter. Understanding
these  concepts  will
make  answering  the
Milady  Chapter  15
review  questions
much  easier.
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Haircuttin
g Tools
and Their

Uses
Chapter  15  introduces
various  cutting  tools,
inc lud ing  shears ,
clippers, trimmers, and
razors.  You  need  to
know  the  differences
between  convex  and
beveled  edge  shears,
when to use a comb vs.
a  c l ip ,  and  how  to
properly  care for  your
equipment.  Review
questions  often  ask
you to identify the best
t o o l  f o r  a  g i v e n
situation.

Sectionin

g and
Parting
Patterns
Proper sectioning is the
foundation of a precise
haircut.  The  chapter
c o v e r s  c o m m o n
sectioning  patterns
such as the horseshoe,
diagonal  back,  and
p i v o t  p a r t i n g .
Questions will test your
ability  to  determine
which  pattern  creates
a  specific  effect—for
example,  a  circular
parting  for  a  rounded
shape or a zigzag part
to avoid visible lines.

Elevation
and Over-
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Direction
These  two  terms  are
critical. Elevation refers
to  the angle at  which
you hold the hair from
t h e  h e a d .  L o w e r
e l e v a t i o n  ( 0 – 3 0
degrees )  c rea tes
weight  and  density;
higher  elevation  (90
degrees  o r  more )
removes  weight  and
adds  layers.  Over-
direct ion  involves
combing  hair  away
from its natural fall  to
create length or shape.
Many  Milady  Chapter
15  review  questions
revolve  around  how
changing  elevation  or
over-direction  alters
the  final  cut.

Haircuttin
g

Techniqu
es
The  chapter  details
four  main  haircutting
techniques:  blunt  (or
o n e - l e n g t h ) ,
graduated,  layered,
and uniformly layered.
Each  technique  builds
on  the  concepts  of
e l e v a t i o n  a n d
sectioning.  You  must
know the visual  result
of each technique and
the  typical  starting
point—for  example,  a
blunt cut often begins
at the perimeter, while
a layered cut starts at
the top or crown.

Texturizin
g and
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Finishing
Beyond the  basic  cut,
Mi lady  Chapter  15
covers  texturizing
techniques  like  point
cutting,  notching,  and
slicing.  These  remove
b u l k  a n d  a d d
movement  without
changing  the  overall
l e n g t h .  R e v i e w
questions may ask you
to  choose  the  correct
texturizing method for
a  specific  hair  type  or
desired  effect.

SAMPLE MILADY
CHAPTER 15
REVIEW
QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS

To  illustrate  how  the
review questions work,
h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l
e x a m p l e s .  T r y  t o
a n s w e r  e a c h  o n e
before  reading  the
explanation.

Question
1: What
is the
result of
cutting
hair with
0-degree
elevation
?
Answer:  Cutting  with
0-degree  elevation,
also  called  a  blunt  or
one-length cut,  results
in  a  solid  weight  line
with no layers. The hair
falls to the same length
all  around  the  head,
creat ing  a  heavy,
dense  appearance.
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Question
2: When
you want
to create
the most
length
along the
perimeter
of a
haircut,
which
parting

pattern
should
you use?
Answer:  You  should
use  a  diagonal-back
parting  pattern.  This
pattern allows the hair
to  be  cut  with  longer
lengths  at  the  front
and  shorter  at  the
nape, which is ideal for
ach iev ing  a  face -
framing  effect  while
maintaining  a  lighter
feel  at  the  back.

Question
3: Which
texturizin
g



8

8 Milady Chapter 15 Review
Questions

2022-07-10

technique
uses the
tips of
the
shears to
create
soft,
wispy
ends
without
removing
significan

t length?
Answer: Point cutting.
The  shears  are  held
vertically (or nearly so)
and  small  slices  are
snipped into the ends.
Th i s  techn ique  i s
excellent  for  blending
layers  and  adding
texture to any haircut.

Question
4: How
does
over-
direction
affect the
interior of
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a haircut?
A n s w e r :  O v e r -
direction,  also  called
projection,  refers  to
combing  hair  away
from  its  natural  fall
before  cutting.  When
you  over-direct  hair
toward  the  front,  you
create  longer  lengths
at the face and shorter
lengths  at  the  back.
Over-direction  upward
or downward also shifts
weight lines, helping to
customize  the  shape
for  a  c l ient ’s  face
s h a p e  o r  b o n e
structure.

Question
5: What
is the

differenc
e
between
a
graduate
d cut and
a layered
cut?
A n s w e r :  I n  a
graduated cut, the hair
i s  cu t  w i th  l ow  to
medium  elevat ion
(usually  45  degrees).
This creates a stacked
effect  with  visible
weight lines and more
d e n s i t y  a t  t h e
perimeter.  A  layered
cut  uses  90-degree
elevation  or  higher,
r e m o v i n g  w e i g h t
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throughout the interior
and allowing the hair to
move  freely.  Layering
produces  a  softer,
more  airy  look,  while
graduat ion  bui lds
shape  and  volume.

STUDY
STRATEGIES USING
MILADY CHAPTER
15 REVIEW
QUESTIONS

Working  through  the
Milady  Chapter  15
review questions can
be even more effective
i f  you  incorporate
p r o v e n  s t u d y
strategies.  Below  are
actionable  tips:

Create a
Flashcard
s Deck
Write  each  review
question on one side of
a  flashcard  and  the

answer  on  the  other.
Review the deck daily,
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e
questions  you  missed.
This  spaced  repetition
technique  helps  move
information from short-
term  to  long-term
memory.

Pair
Questions
with
Practical
Practice
F o r  e v e r y  r e v i e w
ques t i on  abou t  a
technique,  go  to  your
mannequin  head  and
p e r f o r m  t h a t
t e c h n i q u e .  F o r
example, if a question
asks about the effect of
45-degree  elevation,
cut  a  section  at  45
degrees  and  observe
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t h e  r e s u l t .  T h i s
kinesthetic  learning
cements the theory in
your hands.

Use Self-
Testing
Timers
S i m u l a t e  e x a m
conditions. Set a timer
for 30 minutes and try
to  answer  as  many
Milady  Chapter  15
review  questions  as
y o u  c a n  w i t h o u t
looking  at  the  book.
This  builds  speed and
confidence.

Discuss
with
Peers or

Instructor
s
If a particular question
or  concept  still  seems
unclear,  bring it  up in
class  or  during  study
g r o u p  s e s s i o n s .
Explaining the concept
to someone else is one
of  the  best  ways  to
master it.

COMMON
MISTAKES
STUDENTS MAKE
ON CHAPTER 15
REVIEW
QUESTIONS

Avoid  these pitfalls  to
ensure  you  are  truly
prepared:

Memorizing
answers
without
understanding
the why. State
board exams
often rephrase
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questions. If you
only know the
answer to the
exact wording,
you will be lost.
Confusing
elevation with
over-direction.
Many review
questions test
this distinction.
Elevation is the
angle from the
head; over-
direction is the
direction you
comb the hair
before cutting.
Forgetting tool
identification.
Some questions
show images of
shears, clippers,
or razors and ask
which to use.
Make sure you
can recognize
each tool's
purpose.
Ignoring hair
density and
texture

context. A good
review question
will ask you to
adjust your
technique for
fine hair versus
coarse hair.
Always consider
the client’s hair
type.

BEYOND REVIEW
QUESTIONS:
PREPARING FOR
THE MILADY
CHAPTER 15 EXAM

Whi le  the  Milady
Chapter  15  review
q u e s t i o n s  a r e
excellent, they are just
one part of a complete
study  plan.  Here  are
additional resources to
consider:

Chapter
Quizzes
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and
Online
Practice

Tests
Many  Milady  partner
websites  offer  online
multiple-choice quizzes
that  mirror  the  actual
exam  format.  Taking
these  quizzes  helps
you  get  comfortable
with  the  computer
testing environment.

Practical
Lab
Manual
The Milady Chapter 15
lab  manual  includes
step-by-step  exercises
for  each  haircutting
technique.  Completing

these  exercises  under
a  timer  will  improve
your  hands-on  speed
and  precision.

Video
Tutorials
Watching  professional
h a i r c u t t i n g
v i d e o s — e s p e c i a l l y
those  that  reference
M i l a d y
t e r m i n o l o g y — c a n
reinforce the visual and
auditory  aspects  of
learning.  Pause  the
v i d e o  a n d  t r y  t o
a n s w e r  r e v i e w
questions  based  on
what  you  just  saw.

State
Board
Exam
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Outline
Review  the  specific
h a i r c u t t i n g
requirements  for  your
state.  Some  states
emphasize  certain
techniques  (like  blunt
cutting)  more  than
others.  Tailor  your
review  of  the  Milady
Chapter  15  questions
accordingly.

CONCLUSION:
TURN REVIEW
QUESTIONS INTO
CAREER
CONFIDENCE

The  Milady  Chapter
15 review questions
are  far  more  than  a
homework assignment.
They  are  a  br idge
between  the  textbook
knowledge  and  the
practical  application
you will use every day
as  a  p ro fess iona l
cosmetologist .  By
s t u d y i n g  t h e s e

q u e s t i o n s
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y ,
understanding  the
underlying  principles,
a n d  p r a c t i c i n g
alongside  them,  you
will  not  only ace your
exam but also build a
solid  foundation  for  a
successful  haircutting
career.
Remember ,  every
great hairstylist started
w i t h  t h e  s a m e
quest ions  you  are
answering  now.  Treat
each  review  question
as  an  opportunity  to
think  l ike  a  stylist.
W h e n  y o u  c a n
confidently  explain
why a certain elevation
produces  a  certain
r e s u l t ,  o r  w h y  a
particular  texturizing
technique  is  best  for
thin hair, you know you
are ready for the salon
floor.  Keep  practicing,
stay  curious,  and  let
the Milady Chapter 15
review questions guide
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you toward mastery.


