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UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE
AND PREPARATION OF CHURCH
RESOLUTIONS FOR DEATH

When  a  beloved  member  of  a  faith
c o m m u n i t y  p a s s e s  a w a y ,  t h e
congregation often seeks a meaningful
way to honor their life and legacy. One
of the most profound and time-honored
traditions  within  many  Christian
denominations  is  the  drafting  and
presentation  of  church  resolutions  for
death. These documents, also known as
memorial  resolutions  or  obituary
resolutions,  serve  as  official  church
records  that  commemorate  the
deceased's  contributions,  faith,  and
character.  They  provide  comfort  to
gr iev ing  fami l ies  and  he lp  the
congregation  process  loss  through  a
formal yet heartfelt acknowledgment of
a life well lived. For anyone tasked with
writing  such  a  resolution—whether  a
pastor,  church  secretary,  deacon,  or
family  member—understanding  the
elements, purpose, and proper wording
is essential to creating a tribute that is
both respectful and uplifting.

WHAT ARE CHURCH
RESOLUTIONS FOR DEATH?

A church resolution for death is a formal
statement  adopted  by  a  church  body,
typically  during a  business  meeting or
special memorial service, that expresses
the  congregation's  grief,  appreciation,
and condolences following the death of a

member.  These  resolutions  are  often
recorded in the church's official  minutes
and may be presented to the family as a
keepsake.  While  the  exact  format  can
vary by denomination and local custom,
the core elements remain consistent: a
recognition of the loss, a celebration of
the individual's life and service, and an
expression of sympathy for the family.

Historical and
Theological
Foundations
The  pract ice  of  creat ing  church
resolutions for death has deep roots in
Christian  tradition.  Early  church
communities would gather to remember
their  departed  brothers  and  sisters
through  prayers,  testimonials,  and
written records. Over time, this evolved
into a more structured format that many
churches use today. Theologically, these
resolutions  reflect  the  Christian  belief  in
the communion of saints—the idea that
death does not sever the spiritual bond
between  bel ievers.  By  formal ly
acknowledging  a  member's  death,  the
church reaffirms its role as a community
of  support  and  declares  that  the
departed remains part of God's eternal
family.

KEY COMPONENTS OF A
MEANINGFUL RESOLUTION

Crafting  a  church  resolution  for  death
requires  careful  attention  to  tone,
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content,  and  structure.  While  no  two
resolutions  are  exactly  alike,  most
include  several  essential  sections  that
work  together  to  create  a  complete
t r ibu te .  Be low  a re  the  typ i ca l
components  found  in  a  well-written
resolution.

Title and
Heading
The resolution begins with a clear title,
such  as  "Resolution  of  the  [Church
Name]  in  Memory  of  [Full  Name]"  or
"Memorial  Resolution  for  [Name]."
Including the date of adoption and the
name of the church body helps establish
the document as an official record. Some
churches also include a scripture verse
or a brief statement of faith at the top.

Statement of
Loss and Grief
The  opening  paragraph  acknowledges
t h e  d e a t h  a n d  e x p r e s s e s  t h e
congregation's  sorrow.  This  section
should  be  sincere  and  avoid  clichés,
focusing instead on the shared sense of
loss.  For  example:  "Whereas,  our
beloved  brother  and  fellow  servant  in
Christ,  John Michael  Harris,  was  called
home to his eternal rest on March 15,
2025; and whereas, his passing has left
a void in our hearts and in the life of this
congregation."

Celebration of

Life and Service
This  is  the  heart  of  the  resolution.  It
highlights  the  deceased's  contributions
to  the  church  and  community,  their
personal  qualities,  and  their  faith
journey.  Specific  details  make  this
section powerful: years of membership,
leadership roles, volunteer work, special
talents, and cherished relationships. For
instance,  mention  if  they  served  as  a
deacon, taught Sunday school,  led the
choir, or organized community outreach
programs. Including personal anecdotes
or  favorite  scripture  verses  can  add
warmth and authenticity.

Expression of
Christian Hope
A strong resolution always points to the
hope  of  resurrection  and  eternal  life
through  Jesus  Christ.  This  section
reaffirms the church's faith that death is
not the end and that the departed now
rests  in  God's  presence.  Quoting  a
comforting  passage  such  as  John
11:25-26,  Romans  8:38-39,  or  2
Corinthians  5:1  can  provide  profound
consolation.

Condolences to
the Family
The resolution extends sympathy to the
bereaved family, often addressing them
by name. It  may include a promise of
continued prayer, practical support, and
the  congregation's  ongoing  love  and
care. Phrases like "extend our heartfelt
sympathy"  or  "pledge  our  continued
prayers and support"  are common but
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should be personalized when possible.

Formal Adoption
and Closing
The resolution concludes with a formal
statement  of  adopt ion,  such  as
"Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  this
congregation  adopts  this  memorial
resolution and directs that it be spread
upon the minutes of the church." It also
inc ludes  s ignatures  o f  church
officers—typically the pastor and clerk or
secretary—and  the  date  of  adoption.
Some churches choose to give a framed
copy to the family.

WRITING TIPS FOR CHURCH
LEADERS AND COMMITTEES

Whether you are a seasoned pastor or a
volunteer tasked with writing a church
resolution for death for the first time, the
following guidelines can help you create
a document  that  honors  the deceased
and serves the congregation.

Gather Accurate
Information
Before writing, collect details about the
person's  l i fe ,  fa i th,  and  church
involvement.  Speak  with  family
members,  close  friends,  and  fellow
church  leaders.  Review  the  church's
membership  records  and  any  previous
resolutions  for  style  and  format.
Accuracy  is  especially  important  when
listing dates, roles, and family members.

Maintain a
Respectful and
Consistent Tone
The tone should be reverent, warm, and
dignified.  Avoid  overly  emotional
language or excessive praise that may
feel insincere. At the same time, do not
be afraid to express genuine sorrow and
appreciation.  A  balanced  tone  that
reflects  both  grief  and  gratitude
resonates  most  deeply  with  readers.

Use Inclusive
Language Where
Appropriate
If  the deceased was involved in  many
areas  of  church  life,  try  to  reflect  the
breadth of their service without making
the resolution feel like a resume. Focus
on  the  quality  of  their  contributions
rather  than a  simple  list.  Use phrases
like  "her  gentle  spirit  and  faithful
teaching"  or  "his  generous  heart  and
tireless dedication."

Incorporate
Scripture
Naturally
Including a Bible verse can anchor the
resolution in the church's faith tradition
and  offer  comfort.  Choose  verses  that
were meaningful to the deceased or that
speak  to  themes  of  hope,  peace,  and
eternal  life.  Avoid  long  passages;  a
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single verse or short selection is usually
sufficient.

Proofread and
Review
Once the draft is complete, have at least
one other person review it for accuracy,
tone, and grammar. Check the spelling
of names and dates. If the resolution will
be  read  aloud  during  a  service  or
business meeting, practice reading it to
ensure a natural flow.

DENOMINATIONAL VARIATIONS
AND CUSTOMS

While  the  general  structure  of  church
reso lut ions  for  death  is  w ide ly
recognized, different denominations may
have specific traditions or requirements.
Understanding these nuances can help
ensure  that  the  resolution  aligns  with
church policy and theological emphasis.

Baptist and
Evangelical
Churches
In  many  Baptist  and  evangelical
congregations,  resolutions  are  typically
adopted during business meetings and
recorded in the minutes. There is often a
strong  emphasis  on  the  deceased's
personal faith testimony and evangelistic
efforts.  Resolutions  may  also  include  a
call  for  the  church  to  continue  the
deceased's legacy of service.

Methodist and
Lutheran
Traditions
Methodist and Lutheran churches often
incorporate a more liturgical  approach.
The  resolut ion  may  be  part  of  a
memorial  service  or  printed  in  the
bulletin.  There  is  usually  a  clear
statement  of  baptismal  faith  and  the
hope  of  resurrection.  These  traditions
often  include  formal  language  and
specific  references  to  church  doctrine.

Catholic and
Orthodox
Practice
In  Catholic  and  Orthodox  traditions,
while  the  term  "resolution"  is  less
common,  memorial  tributes  may  take
the form of a statement from the parish
or a eulogy delivered during the funeral
Mass or Panikhida. These tributes often
emphasize the deceased's participation
in the sacraments and their devotion to
the  faith  community.  The  language  is
highly  reverent  and  focused  on  the
soul's journey to God.

Nondenominatio
nal and
Community
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Churches
Nondenominational  churches  have  the
most  flexibility  in  style  and  format.
Leaders  can  adapt  the  resolution  to
match  the  church's  culture  and  the
preferences of  the family.  The primary
focus is often on the relational impact of
the deceased and the sense of  family
within the church community.

THE ROLE OF CHURCH
RESOLUTIONS IN GRIEF AND
HEALING

Beyond their function as official records,
church  resolutions  for  death  play  a
significant  role  in  the  grief  process  for
both families and congregations. Writing
and  reading  a  resolution  provides  a
structured way to remember, celebrate,
and release a loved one. For the family,
receiving a beautifully framed resolution
can be a lasting source of comfort and a
tangible  reminder  of  their  loved  one's
significance.  For  the  church  community,
the process of drafting and adopting a
resolution fosters collective grieving and
strengthens  bonds  of  support.  It  also
serves  as  a  teaching  tool  for  younger
generations,  illustrating  the  value  of
faithful living and the hope of the gospel.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

When  writing  church  resolutions  for
death, even well-intentioned authors can
make  e r ro rs  tha t  d im in i sh  the
document's  impact.  Here  are  a  few
pitfalls to avoid:

Using generic or formulaic
language. A resolution that
sounds like it could apply to
anyone loses its personal touch.
Always include specific details that
reflect the individual's unique life

and service.
Focusing too much on grief.
While it is important to
acknowledge loss, the resolution
should ultimately point to hope
and celebration. Balance
expressions of sorrow with
thanksgiving for the person's life.
Neglecting the family's
preferences. Some families may
prefer a shorter, more private
resolution, while others appreciate
a detailed public tribute.
Whenever possible, consult with
the family before finalizing the
document.
Making it too long. A resolution
should be comprehensive but not
exhaustive. Aim for a length that
can be read aloud in a few
minutes, typically 300 to 500
words for the main body.
Ignoring church protocol.
Before writing, check if your
church has specific guidelines or a
required format for resolutions.
Adhering to these policies ensures
that the document is officially
recognized.

SAMPLE STRUCTURE FOR
CHURCH RESOLUTIONS FOR
DEATH

To help you get started, here is a simple
template  that  incorporates  the  key
components  d i scussed  above .
Remember to replace the bracketed text
with  specific  information  about  the
deceased  and  your  congregation.
Resolution  of  [Church  Name]  in
Memory  of  [Full  Name]
Whereas,  our  beloved  brother/sister  in
Christ, [Full Name], was called from this
life to eternal rest on [Date]; and
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Whereas, [he/she] was a faithful member
of this congregation for [number] years,
serving as [roles] and blessing us with
[specific qualities or contributions]; and
Whereas,  [he/she]  l ived  a  l i fe  of
devot ion ,  i n tegr i ty ,  and  love ,
exemplifying the teachings of our Lord
Jesus Christ; and
Whereas,  we  share  the  hope  of  the
resurrection  and  believe  that  [he/she]
now dwells in the presence of God, free
from pain and sorrow;
Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  the
[Church  Name]  expresses  its  deepest
sympathy to the family of [Full Name],
especially [names of immediate family];
and
Be  i t  further  resolved,  that  this
resolution be spread upon the minutes of
the church and that a copy be presented
to the family as a token of our love and
esteem.
Adopted  this  [Day]  day  of  [Month],
[Year].

[Signature of Pastor]
[Signature of Church Clerk/Secretary]

CONCLUSION: THE LASTING
VALUE OF A THOUGHTFUL
RESOLUTION

Church  resolutions  for  death  are  far
more than bureaucratic formalities. They
are  deeply  meaningful  expressions  of
love,  faith,  and  community.  When
crafted  with  care,  they  honor  the
departed,  comfort  the  grieving,  and
strengthen the congregation's witness to
the hope of the gospel. Whether you are
writing  a  resolution  for  a  long-time
member  whose  presence  shaped  the
church's  identity  or  for  someone  who
quietly  served  behind  the  scenes,  the
effort  you  invest  in  creating  a  sincere
and  wel l -worded  tr ibute  wi l l  be
remembered  for  years  to  come.  By
following  the  guidelines  and  principles
outlined  above,  you  can  produce  a
resolution that truly reflects the heart of
your church and the enduring legacy of a
life lived in


