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YOUR VOICE
ASSISTANT
AWAITS: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
ON HOW TO TURN
ON SIRI

In  the  world  of  smart
t e c h n o l o g y ,  f e w
f e a t u r e s  a r e  a s
transformative  as  a
voice  assistant  that
responds to your every
command.  Apple’s  Siri
i s  one  of  the  most
iconic  digital  helpers,
capable  of  sett ing
reminders,  sending
messages,  controlling
smart  home  devices,
a n d  a n s w e r i n g
questions  in  a  flash.
Yet  many  users  still

wonder  about  the  first
step: how to turn on
Siri  on  their  iPhone,
i P a d ,  M a c ,  A p p l e
Watch,  or  HomePod.
Whether  you’ve  just
unboxed a new device
o r  a c c i d e n t a l l y
disabled Siri, this guide
will  walk  you  through
every method, setting,
and  t ip  to  get  your
virtual assistant up and
running.
We’ll  cover  activation
on  al l  major  Apple
dev i ces ,  exp l o re
customization  options,
troubleshoot  common
issues, and share best
practices  for  making
the most of Siri. By the
e n d ,  y o u ’ l l  k n o w
exactly how to turn on
Siri  and  use  it  like  a
pro.
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Understa
nding
Siri: What
It Can Do
for You
Before  diving  into  the
activation  process,  it
helps  to  appreciate
what  Siri  offers.  Siri  is
A p p l e ’ s  v o i c e -
controlled  intelligent
assistant  integrated
in to  iOS ,  i PadOS ,
macOS,  watchOS,  and
HomePod  software.  It
can  perform hundreds
of  tasks:  from making
calls and sending texts
t o  c h e c k i n g  t h e
wea the r ,  se t t i ng
timers,  controll ing
smart lights, and even
telling jokes. Activating
Siri  correctly  is  the
gateway to hands-free

c o n v e n i e n c e ,
access ib i l i ty ,  and
productivity. The steps
to enable Siri may vary
slightly  depending  on
your device’s operating
system version, but the
core  methods  remain
consistent.

HOW TO TURN ON
SIRI ON IPHONE
AND IPAD

The  majority  of  Siri
usage  happens  on
iPhones  and  iPads.
Apple  provides  two
primary ways to invoke
Siri:  using  the  side
b u t t o n  ( o r  H o m e
b u t t o n  o n  o l d e r
models) and using the
voice-activated  "Hey
Siri"  command.  Here’s
how to enable both.

Enable
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Siri via
the Side
or Home

Button
Open the1.
Settings app on
your iPhone or
iPad.
Scroll down and2.
tap Siri &
Search.
Toggle on Press3.
Side Button for
Siri (on devices
with Face ID) or
Press Home for
Siri (on devices
with a Home
button).
If prompted,4.
confirm that you
want to enable
Siri. You may
need to go
through a brief
setup process

where you speak
a few phrases to
help Siri
recognize your
voice.

Enable
"Hey Siri"
Voice
Activation
To use hands-free Siri,
follow these steps:

Go to Settings1.
> Siri & Search.
Toggle on Listen2.
for "Hey Siri"
(or Listen for
"Siri" on newer
iOS versions with
Siri
improvements).
Tap Enable Siri3.
when the pop-up
appears.
Complete the4.
voice training:
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you’ll be asked
to say a few
phrases like "Hey
Siri, it’s me" and
"Hey Siri, how’s
the weather?" so
the device can
learn your voice
pattern.

Note: Starting with iOS
17  and  later,  Apple
introduced  the  option
to  simply  say  "Siri"
instead of "Hey Siri." If
you  see  this  option,
you  can  choose  it  for
an  even more  natural
wake  phrase.  Just
toggle  on  Listen  for
"Siri"  instead  of  the
traditional "Hey Siri."

Checking
Siri
Availabilit

y on
Older
Devices
If  you have an iPhone
6s or earlier, or an iPad
that  doesn’t  support
" H e y  S i r i "  w h i l e
unplugged,  the  voice
activation  option  will
be  grayed  out  unless
the device is charging.
In such cases, only the
button  act ivat ion
method  is  available.
You can still use Siri by
pressing  the  Home
button.

HOW TO TURN ON
SIRI ON MAC

Siri  on  macOS  offers
similar  functionality,
from  searching  files  to
sending  messages.
Enabling Siri on a Mac
is straightforward.
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Enable
Siri on
macOS
Ventura
and Later

Click the Apple1.
menu (▲) in the
top-left corner
and select
System
Settings.
In the sidebar,2.
click Siri &
Spotlight.
Toggle on Ask3.
Siri.
Choose a4.
keyboard
shortcut (e.g.,
hold Command +
Space, or
customize it) and
check the box for
Enable Ask Siri
if you want voice

activation.
Optionally, turn5.
on Listen for
"Hey Siri" if
your Mac
supports it
(requires a Mac
with Apple silicon
or the Apple T2
Security Chip).

Enable
Siri on
macOS
Monterey
and
Earlier

Open System1.
Preferences
from the Apple
menu.
Click Siri.2.
Check the box3.
Enable Ask Siri.
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Select a4.
keyboard
shortcut and
choose whether
to enable voice
activation.

Once  activated,  you
can  invoke  S i r i  by
clicking the Siri icon in
t h e  m e n u  b a r  ( i f
enabled),  using  the
keyboard  shortcut,  or
saying  "Hey  Siri"  on
compatible Macs.

HOW TO TURN ON
SIRI ON APPLE
WATCH

Your Apple Watch also
has Siri built in, and it
can  be  triggered  by
raising  your  wrist,
pressing  the  Digital
Crown, or voice. Here’s
how to activate it.

Enable

Siri on
watchOS
8 and
Later

On your Apple1.
Watch, press the
Digital Crown to
see the app grid,
then open
Settings.
Scroll down and2.
tap Siri.
Toggle on Listen3.
for "Hey Siri"
(or "Siri") and
Raise to Speak
if desired.
You can also4.
enable Press
Digital Crown
for Siri — this is
usually on by
default.

If you prefer to manage
Siri  from your  iPhone,
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open the Watch app on
your  iPhone,  tap  My
Watch  >  Siri ,  and
t o g g l e  t h e
corresponding options.
Tip:  The  "Raise  to
Speak" feature lets you
simply  lift  your  wrist
and  start  speaking
without saying a wake
w o r d .  I t ’ s  v e r y
convenient  for  quick
commands.

HOW TO TURN ON
SIRI ON HOMEPOD
AND HOMEPOD
MINI

Apple’s smart speakers
rely almost entirely on
Siri.  Setting up Siri on
HomePod  happens
during initial setup, but
you  can  also  adjust
settings  later.

Enable or

Re-
enable
Siri on
HomePod

Open the Home1.
app on your
iPhone or iPad.
Press and hold2.
the HomePod
tile, then scroll
down and tap
Settings.
Under Siri,3.
ensure Listen
for "Hey Siri" is
toggled on. You
can also manage
other Siri
features like
Personal
Requests and
Sound
Recognition.
If Siri is already4.
enabled but not
responding, you
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might need to
restart the
HomePod by
unplugging it for
10 seconds and
plugging it back
in.

HomePod  does  not
h a v e  a  b u t t o n  t o
manually invoke Siri; it
always  listens  for  the
wake  phrase.  If  you
d i s a b l e d  S i r i
accidentally, the above
steps will restore it.

TROUBLESHOOTIN
G: WHY CAN’T I
TURN ON SIRI?

Sometimes  following
the  standard  steps
doesn’t work. Here are
common  issues  and
solutions:

Grayed

Out
Options

Restrictions
(Screen Time):
Go to Settings
> Screen Time
> Content &
Privacy
Restrictions.
Ensure that Siri
& Dictation is
allowed.
Region or
Language: Siri
must support
your device’s
language and
region. Check
Settings > Siri
& Search >
Language and
Region. Choose
a supported
language like
English (US),
French, German,
etc.
Parental
Controls: On a
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managed device,
restrictions may
block Siri.
Contact the
device
administrator.

Siri Not
Respondi
ng to
"Hey Siri"

Voice Training:
Retrain Siri by
going to
Settings > Siri
& Search >
Listen for "Hey
Siri" and
toggling it off,
then back on.
Follow the
prompts to speak
again.
Low Power
Mode: On some
iPhones, Low

Power Mode may
temporarily
disable "Hey
Siri." Turn off
Low Power Mode
in Settings >
Battery.
Bluetooth
Interference: If
you use a
Bluetooth
headset, try
disconnecting it.
Some headsets
can interfere
with voice
detection.

Siri
Button
Not
Working

Check Button
Hardware: If
your side button
or Home button



10

10 How To Turn On Siri 2023-03-03

is physically
damaged, Siri
won’t respond.
Try
AssistiveTouch
as a workaround
(see below).
Restart Device:
A simple restart
can resolve
software
glitches.

Using
AssistiveT
ouch as a
Siri
Alternativ
e
If  physical buttons are
broken,  you  can  still
a c c e s s  S i r i  v i a
AssistiveTouch:  Go  to
S e t t i n g s  >

Access ib i l i t y  >
T o u c h  >
AssistiveTouch,  turn
i t  o n ,  t h e n  t a p
Customize Top Level
Menu > add Siri as an
option.  A  floating
button  will  appear  on
your screen; tap it and
then select Siri.

OPTIMIZING YOUR
SIRI EXPERIENCE
AFTER ACTIVATION

Now that you’ve turned
on Siri,  here are ways
to make it  even more
useful:

Personali
ze Siri
Voice and
Feedback
Go to Settings > Siri
& Search > Siri Voice
to  change the accent,
gender, or dialect (e.g.,
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American,  Brit ish,
Australian).  You  can
also  adjust  the  voice
feedback level: choose
b e t w e e n  a l w a y s
spoken,  hands-free
only,  or  silent  modes.

Set Up
Siri
Shortcuts
Siri Shortcuts allow you
to automate tasks with
custom phrases.  Open
the  Shortcuts  app,
create a shortcut (like
“ G o o d  m o r n i n g ”
triggering lights, news,
and  coffee  machine),
then record a personal
phrase.  This  turns Siri
i n t o  a  p o w e r f u l
automation  tool.

Integrate

Siri with
Third-
Party
Apps
Many apps support Siri.
Enab le  or  d i sab le
suggestions per app in
Settings  >  Siri  &
Search  > scroll  down
to  app  l ist .  Toggle
options  l ike  Learn
from  this  App  and
Show  in  Search  to
fine-tune  Siri’s
intelligence.

Manage
Privacy
S i r i  s e n d s  y o u r
requests  to  Apple’s
servers for processing.
You  can  rev iew  or
delete  Siri  history:  go
to Settings  > Siri  &
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Search > Siri History
>  D e l e t e  S i r i  &
Dictation History. For
advanced privacy, turn
off  Improve  Siri  &

Dictation  to  prevent
Apple  from  storing
audio  samples.

VOICE ACTIVATION
ACROSS DEVICES:


