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INTRODUCTION:
WHEN ABSURDITY
MEETS THE ICE

In  the  vast  and  ever-
evolving  landscape  of
internet  humor,  few
phenomena  capture
the  imagination  quite
like  the  strange  and
delightful  nexus  of
nonsensical  counting
and  slapstick  hockey
culture.  The  I  Can
Count  To  Potato
H o c k e y  M e m e
represents  a  perfect
storm  of  absurdist
c o m e d y ,  s p o r t s
fandom,  and  v i ra l
shareability.  At  first

glance,  the  concept
seems  deliberately
confounding:  a  meme
that substitutes logical
numerical  progression
with the word "potato,"
then  layers  hockey
imagery  and  inside
jokes on top. Yet, this
very unpredictability is
what  has  made  the  I
Can Count To Potato
H o c k e y  M e m e  a
beloved staple in niche
online  communities
and a fascinating case
study in modern digital
folklore.
To  understand  the
appeal  of  this  meme,
one  must  first
appreciate the cultural
soil from which it grew.
Hockey  fandom  has
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always  had  a  distinct
sense  of  humor—self-
deprecating,  rugged,
and  unapologetically
weird.  Combine  that
with the internet's love
for  randomness,  and
you get  a  meme that
feels both organic and
intentionally  bizarre.
The  phrase  " I  can
c o u n t  t o  p o t a t o "
s u b v e r t s  b a s i c
expectat ions .  We
expect  numbers.  We
get a vegetable. Then,
hockey enters the rink,
and suddenly the joke
takes  on  a  life  of  its
o w n ,  s p a w n i n g
variations, video edits,
and  inside  references
that  only  the  initiated
fully appreciate.
This article dives deep
into the world of the I
Can Count To Potato
H o c k e y  M e m e ,
exploring its origins, its
spread  across  social
media  platforms,  the
psychology  behind  its

humor,  and  why  i t
continues  to  resonate
with  audiences  who
c r a v e  s o m e t h i n g
refreshingly  different.
Whether you are a die-
hard  hockey  fan,  a
casual  internet  lurker,
or a student of meme
c u l t u r e ,  t h e r e  i s
something  here  for
everyone.

WHAT IS THE "I
CAN COUNT TO
POTATO" MEME?

Before we lace up our
skates,  we  need  to
b r e a k  d o w n  t h e
foundational  concept.
The  I  Can Count  To
P o t a t o  H o c k e y
Meme  i s  a  hybr id
creation that takes the
classic "I can count to
potato"  format  and
infuses it with hockey-
themed  imagery ,
commentary ,  and
humor.  The original  "I
can  count  to  potato"
meme  emerged  from
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the depths of absurdist
in te rnet  comedy,
where  users  would
deliberately  replace
numbers in a counting
sequence  with  the
word  "potato"  as  a
form  of  anti-humor.
The joke relies on the
listener's  expectation
of  logical  progression
and  then  subverts  it
w i t h  s o m e t h i n g
completely unrelated.
For example, a typical
vers ion  might  go:
"One ,  two ,  th ree ,
potato, five, six, seven,
potato,  nine,  ten..."
The randomness is the
p u n c h l i n e .  W h e n
hockey  enters  the
equation,  the  meme
becomes  even  more
layered. A player might
"count to potato" in a
post-game interview, a
referee might signal a
"potato"  instead  of  a
penalty,  or  a  fan sign
might  d isp lay  the
phrase  alongside  a

beloved team logo. The
I  C a n  C o u n t  T o
P o t a t o  H o c k e y
Meme thus becomes a
modular joke that can
b e  a d a p t e d  t o
countless  scenarios
within  the  sport.

The
Origins of
the
Potato
Counting
Phenome
non
The  roots  of  counting
to potato can be traced
back  to  early  internet
forums  and  image
boards  where  users
delighted  in  breaking
conventional  logic.  It
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shares DNA with other
absurdist memes like "I
am going to steal  the
m o o n "  o r  " I  l i k e
turtles."  The  specific
phrase "I can count to
potato" gained traction
on  p la t fo rms  l i ke
Reddit,  Tumblr,  and
Twitter  around  the
mid-2010s,  often used
as a reaction image or
a  c a p t i o n  f o r
something  delightfully
stupid.
When  hockey  fans
adopted  the  meme,
they  added  their  own
flavor.  Hockey  culture
already  has  a  r ich
tradit ion  of  inside
jokes—think  of  the
" H o c k e y  H a i r "
phenomenon,  "The
Code"  of  fighting,  or
the  endless  debates
about who should be in
the Hall of Fame. The I
Can Count To Potato
Hockey Meme fit right
in because it  required
no explanation to those

in the know, yet it was
bizarre  enough  to
m a k e  o u t s i d e r s
curious.

WHY HOCKEY? THE
PERFECT
MARRIAGE OF
SPORT AND
ABSURDITY

Hockey may seem like
an unlikely partner for
a  vegetable-based
counting  meme,  but
the  sport's  culture  is
uniquely suited to this
kind  of  humor.  Unlike
t h e  p o l i s h e d ,
c o r p o r a t e - f r i e n d l y
images of  some other
major  sports,  hockey
has always maintained
a  blue-collar,  slightly
unhinged  identity.
Players  are  known for
missing  teeth,  post-
game  interviews  that
range from insightful to
incomprehensible,  and
a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o
embrace the ridiculous.
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The  I  Can Count  To
P o t a t o  H o c k e y
Meme  thrives  in  this
environment because it
mirrors the sport's own
unpredictabil ity.  A
hockey game can shift
from a slow, defensive
gr ind  to  a  chaot ic
bench-clearing brawl in
seconds.  The  meme,
with  its  sudden  pivot
f r o m  n u m b e r s  t o
potatoes, captures that
same  energy.  It  is  a
reminder that even in a
structured  game  with
rules  and  statistics,
there  is  always  room
f o r  p u r e ,  j o y f u l
nonsense.

The Role
of Fan
Communi

ties
H o c k e y  f a n
c o m m u n i t i e s  o n
platforms  like  Reddit
( r /hockey,  r /nh l ) ,
Twitter,  and  Discord
were  instrumental  in
popularizing the I Can
Count  To  Potato
Hockey  Meme.  Fans
began creating custom
versions featuring their
favorite  players.  For
instance,  a  meme
might show a photo of
a player known for his
toughness,  with  the
caption: "He can count
t o  p o t a t o . "  T h e
juxtapos i t ion  of  a
serious  athlete  with  a
silly concept is a recipe
for viral success.
Game  day  threads,
highlight  reels,  and
post-game  analysis
o f t e n  i n c l u d e d
re ferences  to  the
meme. When a player
made a mistake, a fan
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might  comment,  "He
counted  to  potato  on
that  play."  When  a
g o a l i e  m a d e  a n
incredible  save,  the
response might be, "He
counted to potato and
then some." The meme
became  a  shorthand
f o r  a n y t h i n g
unexpected, clumsy, or
brilliant.

ANATOMY OF THE
MEME: STRUCTURE
AND VARIATIONS

To fully appreciate the
I  C a n  C o u n t  T o
P o t a t o  H o c k e y
Meme ,  i t  he lps  to
u n d e r s t a n d  i t s
structural components.
Like  any  successful
meme,  it  has  a  core
format  that  can  be
endlessly remixed. The
basic template usually
i nvo l ves  a  v i sua l
element—a still image,
a short video clip, or a
GIF—accompanied  by
text  that  references

counting to potato in a
hockey context.

Common
Formats

The Player
Portrait: A
headshot of a
hockey player
with the caption
"I can count to
potato." The
humor comes
from the player's
serious
expression,
which contrasts
with the absurd
statement.
The Action
Shot: A photo of
a player making
a
mistake—missing
the puck, falling
on the ice, or
losing a
fight—with the
text "He counted
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to potato."
The Sign in the
Crowd: A fan
holding a
cardboard sign
that reads "I can
count to potato"
with a team logo.
This format is
particularly
popular during
televised games.
The Video Edit:
A short video clip
where a player's
voice is dubbed
over to say "I can
count to potato"
at a key
moment, such as
during a penalty
announcement
or a post-game
interview.
The Stat Line:
A fake stat line
that lists
"Potatoes: 1,
Goals: 0, Assists:
0." This pokes
fun at the way
hockey statistics

can sometimes
feel arbitrary.

Subversio
ns and
Inside
Jokes
Part  of  the  charm  of
the  I  Can  Count  To
P o t a t o  H o c k e y
M e m e  i s  t h a t  i t
r e w a r d s  i n s i d e r
k n o w l e d g e .  F o r
example, if a player is
known  for  a  specific
habit—like chewing his
mouthguard or tapping
h is  s t i ck  be fo re  a
faceoff—the  meme
might incorporate that
detail. "He can count to
potato  while  chewing
h is  mouthguard . "
These variations create
a sense of community
among  those  who
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
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references.
The  meme  also  plays
w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f
"hockey  math."  In  a
sport  where goals  are
rare  and  every  shot
matters, substituting a
potato  for  a  number
f e e l s  l i k e  a
commentary  on  the
sport's  own  quirky
statistics.  A  player
might have a "potato"
instead of  a hat trick,
or  a  team  might  be
"potato" on the power
play.  The  possibilities
are  endless,  and  fans
love to experiment.

THE PSYCHOLOGY
BEHIND THE
HUMOR

Why  do  we  find  the  I
Can Count To Potato
Hockey Meme funny?
The  answer  l ies  in
several  psychological
principles  of  humor,
including  incongruity,
surprise,  and  shared

identity.

Incongrui
ty Theory
Incongruity  theory
suggests  that  humor
arises when there is a
mismatch  between
what  we  expect  and
what actually happens.
W h e n  w e  s e e  t h e
phrase "I can count to
potato,"  our  brain
p r e p a r e s  f o r  a
numerical  sequence,
but  instead  we  get  a
v e g e t a b l e .  T h i s
mismatch  creates  a
moment  of  cognitive
dissonance that,  when
resolved,  produces
laughter. In the hockey
c o n t e x t ,  t h e
incongruity is amplified
because  hockey  is  a
sport  associated  with
toughness,  precision,
a n d  s p e e d ,  n o t
counting to potatoes.
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Surprise
and
Novelty
The  meme also  relies
on surprise. In a world
of  repetitive  content,
s o m e t h i n g  t r u l y
unexpected stands out.
The  I  Can Count  To
P o t a t o  H o c k e y
Meme  is  inherently
surprising  because  it
c o m b i n e s  t w o
elements that have no
logical connection. This
novelty makes it more
m e m o r a b l e  a n d
shareable.

Social
Identity

and In-
Group
Bonding
Memes often serve as
social  currency  within
communities. Sharing a
I  C a n  C o u n t  T o
P o t a t o  H o c k e y
Meme signals that you
are  part  o f  the  in -
group—you understand
the joke, you know the
p l a y e r s ,  a n d  y o u
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e
a b s u r d i t y .  T h i s
strengthens  social
bonds  and  creates  a
sense of belonging. For
hockey fans, the meme
is a way to say, "I get
it, and I'm one of you."

HOW THE MEME
SPREAD ACROSS
PLATFORMS

The  virality  of  the  I
Can Count To Potato



10

10 I Can Count To Potato Hockey 2024-10-17

Hockey Meme can be
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  i t s
adaptability  across
different  social  media
p l a t f o r m s .  E a c h
platform  has  its  own
culture  and  format,
and the meme evolved
to fit each one.

Reddit:
The
Breeding
Ground
Reddit, particularly the
r/hockey  and  r/nhl
subreddits,  was a  key
incubato r  f o r  the
meme.  Users  posted
image  macros,  video
links,  and  text  posts
t h a t  r e f e r e n c e d
counting to potato. The
upvote system allowed
the funniest  variations
to rise to the top, and
the  comment  sections

became  spaces  for
fans to riff on the joke.

Twitter:
Short and
Punchy
On Twitter,  the meme
condensed  into  short,
punchy posts. A tweet
might  simply  say,  "I
can  count  to  potato"
w i t h  a  p h o t o  o f  a
player, or it might be a
thread that  builds  the
joke  over  mult iple
tweets.  The platform's
fast-paced  nature
meant that the meme
could  spread  quickly
among  hockey  fans
and  beyond.

Instagra
m and
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TikTok:
Visual

and Viral
Visual  platforms  like
Instagram  and  TikTok
were perfect for video
versions of the meme.
Users  created  short
clips where they edited
player  interviews  or
game  highlights  to
include the phrase. The
TikTok  a lgor i thm,
which  favors  high-
engagement  content,
helped  these  videos
reach  m i l l i ons  o f
viewers. Some creators
even  made  "counting
to  potato"  challenges,
where  they  asked
viewers to count along
and  then  deliberately
inserted a potato.

Discord
and
Private
Communi
ties
In  pr ivate  Discord
servers  and  group
c h a t s ,  t h e  m e m e
became a running joke
among friends.  It  was
used as  a  reaction  to
any unexpected event,
whether in hockey or in
daily life. "I just tripped
on the stairs. I counted
to potato." This kind of
organic  usage  is  the
hallmark  of  a  truly
successful  meme—it
transcends  its  original
context  and  becomes
p a r t  o f  e v e r y d a y
communication.
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CREATING YOUR
OWN "I CAN
COUNT TO POTATO

HOCKEY" CONTENT

Inspired  to  join  the
fun? Creating your own
I  C a n  C o u n t  T o
P o t a t o  H o c k e y
Meme  i s  easy  and
rewarding.  Here  is  a
step-by-step  guide  to
crafting  a  meme  that
wi l l  resonate  with
fellow  fans.

Step 1:
Choose
Your
Visual
Start  with  a  strong
visual. This could be a

photo  of  a  player,  a
team logo, a fan sign,
or  a  video  clip.  The
best  visuals  are those
that  a l ready  have
s o m e  c o m e d i c
potential—a  player's
confused expression, a
referee's  awkward
gesture,  or  a  crowd
reaction.

Step 2:
Add the
Text
The  text  should  be
simple and direct. The
classic format is "I can
count  to  potato,"  but
you  can  also  vary  it.
Try  "He  can  count  to
potato,"  "She  counted
to potato," or "


