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THE ART OF THE
CHAIRMAN
OPENING
REMARKS AT A
WEDDING
RECEPTION

A wedding reception is
a  s y m p h o n y  o f
carefully  orchestrated
moments, transitioning
from the  solemnity  of
the  ceremony  into  a
vibrant  celebration  of
love and union. Among
the  first  voices  to  be
heard, setting the tone
for the entire evening,

is  often  that  of  the
c h a i r m a n .  T h e
chairman  opening
remarks  wedd ing
reception  segment  is
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a
f o r m a l i t y ;  i t  i s  a
foundational pillar that
welcomes  guests ,
honors the couple, and
e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e
emotional  landscape
for  the  festivities  to
c o m e .  T h i s  r o l e ,
whether  filled  by  a
master  of  ceremonies,
the  best  man,  the
father of the bride, or a
close  family  friend,
carries  the  significant
respons ib i l i t y  o f
guiding the assembled
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guests  from the  quiet
r e v e r e n c e  o f  t h e
ceremony  into  the
joy fu l ,  ene rge t i c
atmosphere  of  the
reception.
In  many  cu l tures ,
particularly in Chinese,
Indian,  and  Southeast
Asian  traditions,  the
chairman  is  a  figure  of
respect  and  authority.
Their  opening  words
carry weight. However,
e v e n  i n  W e s t e r n
contexts,  the  person
responsible  for  the
initial welcome plays a
s i m i l a r ,  a l b e i t
s o m e t i m e s  l e s s
formalized,  role.  The
effectiveness  of  these
initial  remarks  can
dictate  the  energy  of
the  room,  making the
difference  between  a
polite  but  subdued
audience and a warm,
engaged  crowd  ready
to celebrate. Mastering
the  chairman  opening
remarks  wedd ing

reception  involves  a
blend  of  eloquence,
timing,  humor,  and
heartfelt  sincerity.

UNDERSTANDING
THE ROLE OF THE
CHAIRMAN

Before  crafting  the
perfect  speech,  it  is
vital to understand the
specific  duties  that
a c c o m p a n y  t h e
chairman  opening
remarks  wedd ing
reception.  This  role  is
distinct from that of a
regular toastmaster or
a  wedding  MC.  The
chairman  is  often  a
senior  figure,  a  person
of  station  within  the
community  or  family,
whose  blessing  and
welcoming  words  are
highly  sought  after.
T h e i r  p r i m a r y
objectives  include:

Welcoming the
Guests:
Acknowledging
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the presence of
family and
friends, often
from different
cities or
countries, and
thanking them
for their
attendance.
Setting the
Tone:
Transitioning the
mood from the
ceremony's
formality to the
reception's
celebratory
nature.
Honoring the
Couple and
Families:
Expressing
respect and
gratitude
towards the
parents, elders,
and especially
the newlyweds.
Outlining the
Flow of Events:
Briefly stating
what the guests

can expect next,
such as the
dinner service,
toasts, and first
dance.
Offering a
Blessing or
Toast: Often
culminating in a
formal welcome
toast to the
couple and their
families.

KEY ELEMENTS OF
EFFECTIVE
OPENING
REMARKS

1. A
Warm
and
Inclusivit
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y-
Focused

Beginning
The very first sentence
o f  t h e  c h a i r m a n
open ing  remarks
wedding  reception
should be a beacon of
warmth. Avoid starting
with  a  dry ,  formal
a n n o u n c e m e n t .
Instead,  begin  with  a
genuine  expression  of
welcome. For example,
" G o o d  e v e n i n g ,
everyone.  I t  is  my
profound  honor  to
welcome you all to this
magnificent
celebration  of  love."
U s i n g  i n c l u s i v e
language like  "we are
here  to  celebrate"  or
"our  joy  today"  helps
b u i l d  a  s e n s e  o f
community  from  the
outset.  Acknowledging
t h o s e  w h o  h a v e

t r a v e l e d  a  l o n g
distance is a small but
powerful  gesture  that
makes every guest feel
seen and appreciated.

2.
Acknowle
dging the
Families
with
Grace
T h e  u n i o n  o f  t w o
individuals  is  also  the
union of two families. A
crucial  part  of  the
chairman  opening
remarks  wedd ing
reception  involves
publicly  honoring  the
parents  and  elders.
This  is  particularly
important  in  cultures
where family hierarchy
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a n d  r e s p e c t  a r e
paramount.  A  simple
statement such as, "On
behalf  of  the  [Bride's
Fami ly  Name]  and
[Groom's Family Name]
families,  I  extend  our
deepest  gratitude  to
you  all,"  establishes
the  official  host  of  the
event.  Mentioning  the
parents  by  name  and
thanking them for their
hospitality,  guidance,
and  for  raising  such
wonderful  children
a d d s  a  l a y e r  o f
heartfelt  depth  and
formal i ty  that  the
occasion  deserves.

3.
Introduci
ng the
Couple

with a
Personal
Touch
While  the  chairman
m a y  n o t  b e  t h e
couple's closest friend,
a  s h o r t ,  s i n c e r e
introduction  of  the
newlyweds is essential.
The chairman opening
remarks  wedd ing
reception should avoid
g e n e r i c  c l i c h é s .
Instead,  focus  on  a
s ingular ,  pos i t ive
quality of the couple or
their  relationship.  For
instance,  "Looking  at
John  and  Mary  today,
one cannot help but be
moved  by  the  quiet
strength  and  mutual
respect they share. It is
a pleasure to see two
souls  so  perfect ly
m a t c h e d . "  T h i s
p e r s o n a l
a c k n o w l e d g m e n t
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validates the union and
personalizes the event,
making the couple feel
truly celebrated rather
than  just  processed
through  a  standard
program.

4. The
Transition
to
Celebrati
on
A seamless transition is
the  ha l lmark  o f  a
skilled  chairman.  The
r e m a r k s  s h o u l d
naturally  guide  guests
from a listening mode
to a participatory one.
Phrases like, "And now,
without  further  delay,
let the celebration truly
begin,"  or  "Please,
raise your glasses with
me as we welcome the

newlyweds  into  this
next  chapter  of  their
lives," serve as a clear
and energetic bridge to
the next phase of the
reception.  This  is  also
the  moment  to  briefly
outline  the  schedule:
dinner, speeches, cake
cutting, and dancing.

STRUCTURING THE
CHAIRMAN
OPENING
REMARKS
WEDDING
RECEPTION

A  wel l - s t ructured
speech  i s  easy  to
follow  and  keeps  the
audience  engaged.  A
typical structure for the
chairman  opening
remarks  wedd ing
reception  might  look
like  this:

The Welcome:1.
Greet the guests
and state your
name and role (if
not obvious).
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The Thank You:2.
Thank everyone
for coming, with
a special
mention to those
who traveled.
The Hosts:3.
Acknowledge the
families who are
hosting the
event.
The Couple:4.
Introduce the
newlyweds with
a brief, warm
comment.
The5.
Toast/Invocatio
n: Lead a
welcome toast or
propose a simple
prayer or
blessing.
The Program:6.
Briefly outline
the next few
events to
manage guest
expectations.

LANGUAGE AND

TONE: FINDING
THE PERFECT
BALANCE

T h e  t o n e  o f  t h e
chairman  opening
remarks  wedd ing
reception  should  align
with the overall theme
of  the wedding.  For  a
black-tie, formal event,
the language should be
eloquent,  measured,
and  respectful.  For  a
c a s u a l ,  o u t d o o r
celebration,  the  tone
can  be  more  relaxed,
warm,  and  sl ightly
humorous.  However,
even in a light-hearted
setting,  the  chairman
must  maintain  a  level
of  dignity  appropriate
for  the role.  One safe
approach  is  to  start
w i th  a  moment  o f
s i n c e r e
seriousness—honoring
the  sanctity  of  the
m a r r i a g e — b e f o r e
transitioning  into  a
m o r e  j o y f u l  a n d
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encouraging  tone  for
the  reception.  Avoid
i n s i de  j okes  tha t
exclude a large portion
of  the  audience  and
steer  c lear  o f  any
humor  that  could  be
considered  off-color  or
embarrassing  to  the
couple or their families.
T h e  g o a l  o f  t h e
chairman  opening
remarks  wedd ing
reception  is  to  unite,
n o t  t o  d i v i d e  t h e
attention or comfort of
the room.

THE IMPORTANCE
OF A PROPER
TOAST

Often,  the  climax  of
the  chairman  opening
remarks  wedd ing
r e c e p t i o n  i s  t h e
welcome toast. This is
distinct from the toasts
made by the best man
or maid of honor. The
chairman's  toast  is
usually  a  toast  to  the
couple from the hosts.

It is a formal gesture of
g o o d w i l l  a n d
a c c e p t a n c e .  T h e
chairman  should  raise
his  or  her  glass  and
invite  the entire  room
to  do  the  same.  A
simple  and  powerful
t o a s t  l i n e  i s :  " T o
[Bride's  Name]  and
[Groom's Name] – may
your  life  together  be
filled  with  as  much  joy
and  laughter  as  you
have brought into this
room  today.  Cheers!"
Waiting for the guests
to  be  served  with  a
drink  before  making
the toast is a practical
necessity that is often
overlooked.

CULTURAL
CONSIDERATIONS
FOR THE
CHAIRMAN'S
OPENING

The  nuances  of  the
chairman  opening
remarks  wedd ing
reception  vary  greatly



Chairman Opening Remarks Wedding
Reception 9

9

across  cultures.  In  a
traditional  Chinese
wedding, the chairman
(often  a  respected
elder or a professional
MC) will frequently use
fo rma l ,  c l a ss i ca l
language  and  make
specific  references  to
t h e  c o u p l e ' s
horoscopes  or  the
auspiciousness  of  the
date .  Respect  fo r
ancestors  and  the
lineage of both families
is  a central  theme. In
m a n y  W e s t e r n
ce lebrat ions ,  the
chairman  (often  the
father of the bride or a
veteran  MC)  might
a d o p t  a  m o r e
conversational  and
emotionally  direct
tone,  focusing  on  the
l o v e  s t o r y  o f  t h e
coup le .  An  Ind ian
wedding  reception
c h a i r m a n  m i g h t
incorporate  a  short
prayer  or  a  recitation
of  a  couplet  from  a

t r a d i t i o n a l  t e x t ,
e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e
spiritual and communal
aspect of the marriage.
Being  aware  of  and
respec t ing  these
cultural expectations is
p a r a m o u n t  f o r
delivering  a  speech
t h a t  i s  b o t h
appropriate and deeply
appreciated.

COMMON PITFALLS
TO AVOID IN
OPENING
REMARKS

Crafting  the  perfect
chairman  opening
remarks  wedd ing
reception  requires
knowing what to leave
out as much as what to
inc lude .  Here  are
s e v e r a l  c o m m o n
pitfal ls:

Being Too
Long: The
opening remarks
should be
concise. Aim for
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3 to 5 minutes.
Long speeches
test the patience
of hungry and
restless guests.
Lack of
Preparation:
Speaking off the
cuff can lead to
rambling and
missed cues.
Always write and
practice the
speech.
Inappropriate
Humor: Jokes
about ex-
partners, the
couple's
arguments, or
the stress of
wedding
planning are a
major faux pas.
Forgetting
Names:
Mispronouncing
or forgetting the
names of the
couple or their
parents is a
critical error.

Practice names
carefully.
Focusing on
Yourself: The
chairman is not
the star of the
show. The
speech is about
the couple, their
families, and the
guests. Avoid
lengthy personal
anecdotes.
Reading
Monotonously:
A speech read
verbatim from a
sheet of paper
can feel cold and
impersonal. Use
note cards to
maintain eye
contact and
natural inflection.

PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR DELIVERY

The  delivery  of  the
chairman  opening
remarks  wedd ing
reception  is  just  as
i m p o r t a n t  a s  t h e
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content. Here are some
practical delivery tips:

Microphone
Technique: Do
not tap the
microphone.
Speak clearly
and at a
moderate pace.
Hold the
microphone a
few inches from
your mouth.
Eye Contact:
Scan the room,
making eye
contact with
different sections
of the audience.
Pay particular
attention to the
couple and their
parents.
Pacing: Pause
for effect. A
moment of
silence before a
toast or after a
meaningful
statement can
add dramatic
impact.

Body
Language:
Stand tall, with
your shoulders
back. Use natural
hand gestures to
emphasize
points. Avoid
fidgeting or
swaying.
Be Present:
Take a deep
breath before
you begin. Be in
the moment.
Your calm energy
will reassure the
room.

SAMPLE OUTLINE
FOR A CHAIRMAN'S
OPENING SPEECH

To  help  conceptualize
the  flow,  here  is  a
sample outline for the
chairman  opening
remarks  wedd ing
reception:
Part 1: The Greeting
(30 seconds)
" G o o d  e v e n i n g ,
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distinguished  guests,
family, and friends. It is
my  absolute  pleasure
to  stand  before  you
tonight."
P a r t  2 :  T h e
Acknowledgment  (1
minute)
"On behalf of the entire
[Family  Name]  and
[ F a m i l y  N a m e ]
famil ies,  I  want  to
e x t e n d  a  w a r m
welcome  to  each  and
every  one  of  you.  A
special  thank  you  to
t h o s e  w h o  h a v e
traveled from near and
far  to  share  in  this
joyous occasion."
P a r t  3 :  T h e
Introduction  of  the
Couple (1 minute)
" W e  a r e  h e r e  t o
celebrate the marriage
of [Bride] and [Groom].
Seeing them together,
one is  struck by their
genuine happiness and
the  deep  love  they
share .  They  a re  a
testament to what true

partnership looks like."
Part  4:  The  Toast
(30 seconds)
"Let  us  now raise our
glasses  in  a  toast.  To
[Bride]  and [Groom] –
to  your  health,  your
happ iness ,  and  a
lifetime  of  wonderful
memories.  Cheers!"
Part 5: The Program
(1 minute)
"After  this  toast,  we
invite  you  to  enjoy  a
wonderfu l  d inner.
Following  dinner,  we
will have some special
toasts,  and  then  the
dance  floor  will  open.
Please relax, enjoy the
c o m p a n y ,  a n d
celebrate this beautiful
union."

CONCLUSION: THE
LASTING IMPACT
OF A WELL-
DELIVERED
OPENING

The chairman opening
remarks  wedd ing
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reception is a brief yet
profoundly  influential
s e g m e n t  o f  t h e
wedding  program.  A
w e l l - c r a f t e d  a n d
warmly delivered set of
remarks  can  elevate
the  entire  celebration,
making  guests  feel
welcomed,  the  couple
feel  honored,  and  the
evening  flow  with
grace and joy.  It  is  a
d e l i c a t e  a r t  t h a t
balances formality with
warmth, structure with
spontane i ty ,  and
r e s p e c t  w i t h
c e l e b r a t i o n .  B y
understanding the core

objectives,  avoiding
common  pitfalls,  and
practicing  a  sincere
delivery, any individual
entrusted with this role
can  set  the  stage  for
an  un fo rge t tab le
wedding reception. The
spoken word, offered in
a  spirit  of  generosity
and  love,  can  be  a
powerful  gift  to  the
couple  and  a  unifying
force  for  everyone
present.  When  done
c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e
chairman's  opening  is
not just a beginning; it
is a warm embrace for
the  ent ire  journey
ahead.


