Kitchenaid Dishwasher Installation Instructions

Kitchenaid Dishwasher Installation Instructions

Kitchenaid Dishwasher Installation Downloaded from remodelicious.com by
Instructions Kim & Erick

WHY PROPER KITCHENAID DISHWASHER
INSTALLATION MATTERS

Installing a new dishwasher is one of the most satisfying home
improvement projects you can undertake—provided you have the
right guidance. Whether you are replacing an old unit or setting
up a brand-new kitchen, following the Kitchenaid Dishwasher
Installation Instructions carefully ensures your appliance runs
efficiently, avoids leaks, and lasts for years. A poorly installed
dishwasher can lead to water damage, electrical hazards, and
costly repairs. This comprehensive guide walks you through
every step, from gathering tools to troubleshooting common
hiccups, so you can install your Kitchenaid dishwasher with
confidence.

PREPARING FOR INSTALLATION: TOOLS, PARTS, AND
SAFETY

Before you begin, make sure you have all necessary items on
hand. Rushing into the installation without proper preparation is
one of the most common mistakes homeowners make. Below is a
checklist of what you will need.

Essential Tools

e Adjustable wrench or pliers

e Phillips and flathead screwdrivers

e Torx T20 or T25 screwdriver (some models require a Torx
bit)

Level

Measuring tape

Drill with ¥-inch and Y2-inch bits (for mounting screws)
Pipe wrench (if connecting to a garbage disposal)
Flashlight

Safety glasses and gloves

Parts Included with Your
Kitchenaid Dishwasher

e Dishwasher unit

e Installation kit (typically includes mounting brackets,
screws, and wire nuts)

e Drain hose
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Water supply line (some models include a braided stainless
steel hose)

Power cord (if not hardwired)

Foam insulation tape or sound pad strips

e Lower access panel

Make sure to also have a professional-grade shutoff valve for
the water supply line, as older valves can fail. If your local codes
require an air gap, purchase that separately.

Safety First

Turn off the power at the circuit breaker for the dishwasher
circuit. Shut off the water supply under the sink. Verify the power
is off by testing the circuit with a non-contact voltage tester.
Keep work area dry and well-lit.

STEP-BY-STEP KITCHENAID DISHWASHER
INSTALLATION GUIDE

Follow these steps in order. Each section corresponds to a critical
part of the setup. Always refer to your specific model’s manual,
as some details vary slightly—but these general instructions
apply to virtually all Kitchenaid dishwashers.

1. Prepare the

Undercounter Space

Remove the old dishwasher if applicable. Disconnect the water
line, drain hose, and electrical connections. Pull the old unit
forward, remove it, and clean any debris or old putty from the
floor. Measure the opening: it should be at least 24 inches wide,
24 inches deep, and 34 to 35 inches high (depending on leveling
legs). If your countertop is stone, verify there is no overhang
preventing the dishwasher from sliding in.

Install the water supply line. Use a %-inch compression fitting to
connect to the shutoff valve. Tighten with a wrench, but do not
overtighten—hand tight plus a quarter turn is usually enough.
Place the drain hose in a loop as close to the top of the sink base
cabinet as possible (check local codes for high-drain loop
requirements).

2. Connect the Water
Supply Line

Most Kitchenaid dishwashers use a %:-inch female compression
connection. Wrap Teflon tape around the threads of the shutoff
valve. Attach the supply line and tighten securely. For stainless
steel braided hoses, avoid kinking. After attaching, open the
shutoff valve for a moment to flush any debris into a bucket, then
close it again.
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3. Install the Drain Hose

Attach the drain hose to the dishwasher’s drain outlet. Use a hose
clamp from the installation kit. Route the hose to the sink drain or
garbage disposal. If using a disposal, you'll need to knock out the
plug with a screwdriver. Connect the hose to the disposal inlet
and secure with a hose clamp. Ensure the drain hose runs in a
high loop under the sink to prevent backflow—this is a critical
step often overlooked that leads to smelly standing water.

4. Electrical Connection
(Hardwired or Plug-In)

Kitchenaid dishwashers are sold either with a power cord (3-
prong plug) or for hardwiring. If your unit came without a cord,
purchase an approved appliance cord with a grounding plug.
Connect the wires inside the junction box: black to black (hot),
white to white (neutral), and green or bare to green (ground). Use
wire nuts and secure all connections with electrical tape. For
hardwired installations, follow your local electrical code—often
you must use a metal conduit and connect the ground wire to the
dishwasher frame.

5. Position and Level the
Dishwasher

With a helper, slide the dishwasher into the opening carefully.
Pull the drain and supply lines through the cabinet hole. Avoid
pinching them. Place a level on the top rack track and adjust the
front legs using a screwdriver or wrench until the unit is perfectly
level side-to-side and front-to-back. A dishwasher that is not level
may leak and cause poor cleaning performance. Once level,
adjust the rear legs using the hex nut accessible from inside the
tub (some models require removing the kickplate).

6. Secure the Dishwasher
to the Countertop or
Cabinet

Locate the mounting brackets. Most Kitchenaid models use two L-
shaped brackets that attach to the top of the dishwasher frame.
Screw them into the underside of a wooden countertop. If you
have a granite or quartz countertop, use the side tabs instead to
secure the dishwasher to the adjacent cabinet faces. Drill pilot
holes into the cabinet frames to prevent splitting. Tighten all
screws, but do not overtighten—you might crack the countertop
or cabinet.



7.

Reconnect Water and

Power, and Test

Open the water supply valve fully. Check all connections for drips.
Turn the power back on at the breaker. Run a “test cycle” or
“rinse only” cycle without dishes. Listen for unusual noises, check
for leaks under the sink and at the dishwasher base, and ensure
the door closes and seals properly. If you notice any water on the

floor,

tighten connections or reapply Teflon tape. A successful

test cycle is your final confirmation that the installation is correct.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID DURING KITCHENAID
INSTALLATION

Even experienced DIYers make errors. Here are the most
frequent pitfalls:

Forgetting to remove the protective tape or foam
blocks from the spray arms and filters. These are factory-
installed for shipping and must be taken out before first
use.

Overtightening the drain hose clamp—this can crack
the plastic fitting. Snug is enough.

Leaving the dishwasher unleveled. This causes water
to pool in the bottom, leading to mold and poor washing.
Ignoring the high drain loop requirement. Without a
high loop, dirty sink water can siphon back into the
dishwasher.

¢ Not installing a water hammer arrestor on the supply
line if your home has fast-closing valves. If you hear
banging, add one.

¢ Failing to trim the anti-tip bracket for hard floors.
Kitchenaid dishwashers include an anti-tip bracket that
must be anchored into the floor or wall to prevent tipping
when the door is opened.

TROUBLESHOOTING POST-INSTALLATION ISSUES

If your Kitchenaid dishwasher does not operate correctly after
installation, try these quick fixes before calling for service:

¢ Does not start: Check that the door is fully latched.
Ensure the control panel is not in “locked” mode. Confirm
the circuit breaker is on.

* No water or slow fill: Verify the water supply valve is
open. Inspect the supply line for kinks. Clean the inlet
screen (small mesh screen at the dishwasher connection).

e Drainage problems: Make sure the drain hose is not
clogged or pinched. Confirm the high loop is at least 30
inches above the floor. Check the garbage disposal plug is
removed (if applicable).

¢ Leaks from the front: The door seal may be misaligned.
Open the door and inspect the gasket—it should sit evenly.
The dishwasher might be overfilled due to a faulty fill valve,
but first check for leveling issues.

* Excessive noise: Foreign objects (like screws or utensils
left from installation) can get caught in the impeller.
Remove any debris from the sump area.
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WHEN TO CALL A PROFESSIONAL FOR KITCHENAID
DISHWASHER INSTALLATION

While many homeowners successfully follow the Kitchenaid
Dishwasher Installation Instructions on their own, certain
situations demand a licensed technician:

e You have a granite, quartz, or tile countertop that requires
special mounting (adhesive brackets or professional
drilling).

e Your home’s electrical wiring does not meet code—no
grounding wire, or you need to install a dedicated 15-amp
circuit.

e You are replacing an existing dishwasher but the old
plumbing or drain lines are corroded or leaking.

» The water shutoff valve is stuck or damaged and needs
replacement.

* You are uncomfortable working with electricity or water
lines.

Professional installation costs vary but often include a warranty. If
your Kitchenaid dishwasher is still under manufacturer warranty,
using a certified installer can protect that warranty. Check your
manual for specific requirements.

FINAL CHECKS FOR A PERFECT INSTALLATION

After completing the installation and test cycle, perform these
final checks:

. Wipe down the exterior and interior of the dishwasher.
Remove any shipping tape from the door and front panel.

3. Install the lower access panel (kickplate) using the screws
provided.

4. Run a full cycle with dishwasher detergent (or a sample
tablet) to clean the interior.

5. Write down the model and serial number for future
reference—they are located on the right side of the door
frame.
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A properly installed Kitchenaid dishwasher will provide years of
quiet, efficient service. Taking the time to follow each step
precisely now saves you from headaches later.

CONCLUSION

Installing a Kitchenaid dishwasher may seem intimidating, but by
carefully following the Kitchenaid Dishwasher Installation
Instructions and paying attention to details like leveling, high
drain loops, and secure connections, you can complete the job
successfully in a few hours. This guide has covered everything
from preparation and step-by-step installation to common
mistakes and troubleshooting. Remember: safety first, double-
check your work, and do not hesitate to call a professional if you
encounter anything beyond your skill level. Your new Kitchenaid
dishwasher will reward you with sparkling clean dishes and quiet
operation—proof that a little effort on the front end makes all the
difference. Happy installing!



