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INTRODUCTION:
BEYOND THE
CLASSROOM – THE
REAL VALUE OF A
HISTORY DEGREE

F o r  d e c a d e s ,  t h e
quest ion  posed  to
history  majors  has
remained  the  same:
“So, what do you plan
to do with that?” It is a
question  laced  with
assumptions—that  the
degree  is  merely  a
stepp ing  s tone  to
teaching or  academia,
or that it lacks practical
appl icat ion  in  the
modern workforce. This
conventional  wisdom

could  not  be  further
from  the  truth.  The
reality is that a history
degree is a remarkably
versatile  credential.  It
equips  graduates  with
a  p o w e r f u l  s e t  o f
analytical,  research,
and  communication
skills  that  are  highly
sought  after  across  a
vas t  spec t rum  o f
industries.  Exploring
c a r e e r s  w i t h  a
h i s t o r y  d e g r e e
reveals  a  landscape
rich  with  opportunity,
f r o m  c o r p o r a t e
b o a r d r o o m s  t o
cour t rooms,  f rom
museum  archives  to
Silicon Valley start-ups.
T h i s  a r t i c l e  w i l l
n a v i g a t e  t h a t

https://remodelicious.com/


2

2 Careers With A History Degree 2022-12-21

l a n d s c a p e ,
demonstrating that the
study of the past is, in
f a c t ,  a  p o w e r f u l
preparation  for  the
future.

THE CORE SKILL
SET: WHAT YOU
REALLY LEARN AS
A HISTORY MAJOR

Before  div ing  into
specific  job  titles,  it  is
essential to understand
t h e  t r a n s f e r a b l e
c o m p e t e n c i e s  a
historian  develops.
These  are  the  tools
that  make  graduates
adaptable and valuable
in  any  professional
environment.

Critical
Thinking
and

Analysis
History  is  not  about
memorizing dates  and
names;  i t  is  about
analyzing  complex
causes  and  effects,
evaluating  conflicting
evidence,  and forming
a  coherent  argument.
A history major learns
to  dissect  a  problem
from  multiple  angles,
ident i fy  b iases  in
sources, and construct
a  logical,  evidence-
based conclusion. This
ability to think critically
is  invaluable  in  fields
l i ke  management
consulting,  law,  and
policy  analysis,  where
decision-makers  must
navigate  uncertainty
a n d  c o m p e t i n g
interests.

Exception
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Research
and
Investigat

ion
The  ability  to  locate,
s y n t h e s i z e ,  a n d
interpret vast amounts
of information is a core
competency.  History
graduates  are  trained
to dig deep, to find the
primary source, and to
separate  fact  from
fiction.  In  an  era  of
information  overload,
t h i s  s k i l l  i s  m o r e
valuable  than  ever.
W h e t h e r  i t ’ s  a
journalist  verifying  a
s t o r y ,  a  m a r k e t
researcher  analyzing
consumer trends, or a
paralegal preparing for
a  case,  the  research

skills honed in a history
program  are  a  direct
asset.

Persuasiv
e
Communi
cation
(Written
and
Verbal)
H i s t o r i a n s  w r i t e
constantly.  They  learn
to  structure  complex
arguments clearly and
p e r s u a s i v e l y ,
supporting every claim
with  evidence.  This
tra in ing  produces
graduates  who  can
d ra f t  compe l l i ng
proposals,  write  clear
r e p o r t s ,  a n d
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communicate  nuanced
ideas  to  a  general
audience. Furthermore,
seminar  discussions
and presentations build
confidence  in  verbal
articulation,  making
history  majors  strong
candidates for roles in
public  relations,  sales,
and advocacy.

Contextu
al
Understa
nding and
Empathy
S tudy ing  h i s t o ry
p r o v i d e s  a  d e e p
understanding  of  how
societies,  institutions,
and  cultures  evolve.
T h i s  c o n t e x t u a l
awareness  a l lows
graduates  to  see  the
b i g  p i c t u r e — t o

understand  why  a
company  culture  is
w h a t  i t  i s ,  w h y  a
political movement has
gained traction, or why
a market behaves in a
certain  way.  Perhaps
more  importantly,
h i s t o r y  f o s t e r s
empathy  by  forcing
students to understand
the  motivations  and
worldviews  of  people
from  different  times
and  places,  a  crucial
skill  for  leadership,
teamwork,  and  client
relations.

TOP CAREER
PATHS FOR
HISTORY
GRADUATES

With  this  skill  set  in
mind,  let  us  explore
the  diverse  array  of
c a r e e r s  w i t h  a
history  degree  that
are  available  today.
These  paths  fall  into
s e v e r a l  m a j o r
ca tego r i e s ,  each
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leveraging  the  core
s t r e n g t h s  o f  t h e
historian.

Law and
Governm
ent
The analytical rigor and
argumentation skills of
a history major make it
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
popular  and  effective
pre-law  majors.  Law
schools actively recruit
s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a
humanities background
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r
p roven  ab i l i t y  t o
handle  dense  reading,
c o n s t r u c t  l e g a l
a r g u m e n t s ,  a n d
understand precedent.

Attorney/
Lawyer: After
completing law
school and
passing the bar,
a history

background is
excellent for
litigation,
constitutional
law, and criminal
law. The ability
to build a
narrative from
evidence is a
cornerstone of
effective
lawyering.
Paralegal /
Legal
Assistant: This
role directly
utilizes research
and document
management
skills. Paralegals
with a history
degree excel at
digging through
case files and
preparing
evidence for trial.
Policy Analyst:
Working for think
tanks, non-
profits, or
government
agencies, policy
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analysts research
societal issues,
evaluate existing
laws, and
propose new
policies. The
contextual
understanding of
how past policies
have succeeded
or failed is a
unique
advantage.
Intelligence
Analyst (FBI,
CIA, DIA):
National security
agencies prize
history
graduates. The
ability to
synthesize
fragmented
information,
identify patterns,
and assess
threats from a
long-term
perspective is
critical in
intelligence
work.

Education
and
Academia
T h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t
traditional  path,  but it
extends far beyond the
high school classroom.

High School
History
Teacher:
Certified
teachers with a
history degree
are in consistent
demand. They
have the
opportunity to
shape young
minds and foster
a lifelong love of
learning. The job
market for social
studies teachers
is generally
stable.
College
Professor (PhD
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required): For
those who wish
to pursue original
research and
teach at the
university level,
a PhD in history
leads to a career
in academia. This
path is
competitive but
deeply rewarding
for those
passionate about
their subject.
Museum
Curator or
Archivist: These
roles involve the
care,
preservation, and
interpretation of
historical
artifacts and
documents. A
master’s degree
in museum
studies, library
science, or public
history is often
required, but a
BA in history is

the starting
point. This is a
vital role in
preserving
cultural heritage.
Historic Site
Interpreter:
Working at living
history
museums,
national parks, or
historic
landmarks,
interpreters bring
the past to life
for the public.
This role
combines public
speaking,
research, and
education.

Business
and
Corporate
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Sector
Many  corporations
actively  recruit  liberal
a r t s  a n d  h i s t o r y
graduates  for  their
strong critical  thinking
and  communication
skills,  often  placing
them  in  rotat ional
leadership programs.

Management
Consultant:
This high-profile
career involves
solving complex
business
problems for
clients.
Consultants
conduct deep
research,
analyze data,
and present
strategic
recommendation
s. The entire
consulting
process is a
perfect match for
a historian’s

methodology.
Market
Research
Analyst:
Understanding
why consumers
behave as they
do requires a
keen sense of
context and
trends. Market
research analysts
study market
conditions,
examine past
sales data, and
predict future
patterns. The
research and
pattern-
recognition skills
from a history
degree are
directly
applicable.
Human
Resources
Manager: HR
professionals
deal with
complex human
dynamics,
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company culture,
and
organizational
history. They
must understand
policy,
communicate
effectively, and
handle conflict
with empathy. A
history graduate
is well-equipped
to understand
the “why” behind
a company’s
culture.
Sales and
Account
Management:
The most
successful
salespeople are
not just pushy;
they are
excellent
listeners and
problem-solvers.
They research
their clients,
understand their
history and
needs, and build

a persuasive
case for their
product. This is a
historian’s core
skill set applied
to commerce.

Media,
Writing,
and
Communi
cations
The  ability  to  tell  a
compelling  story  is  at
the heart of journalism,
publishing,  and  public
relations.  A  history
degree  provides  the
research and narrative
skills  needed  to  excel
in these fields.

Journalist /
Reporter: Good
journalism is
often described
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as the “first draft
of history.”
Reporters must
investigate
stories, interview
sources, verify
facts, and write
clearly under
deadline. A
history degree
provides the
perfect
foundation.
Editor /
Publisher: The
publishing
industry relies on
sharp editors
who can assess a
manuscript’s
argument,
structure, and
factual accuracy.
History
graduates are
trained to be
critical readers
and editors.
Public
Relations
Specialist: PR
professionals

shape public
perception. They
must understand
their client’s
history, foresee
potential issues,
and craft
narratives that
build trust. Crisis
management, in
particular,
demands a deep
understanding of
context and
cause-and-effect.
Content Writer
/ Copywriter: In
the digital age,
there is a
massive demand
for skilled
writers. History
majors can write
compelling blog
posts, white
papers, and
marketing
materials. Their
ability to conduct
quick research
and write for a
specific audience
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is a major asset.

Non-Profit
and
Advocacy
For  history  graduates
passionate  about  a
cause,  the  non-profit
sector  offers  impactful
career  opportunities.

Archivist for a
Non-Profit:
Many non-profits,
from
environmental
groups to civil
rights
organizations,
have rich
histories and
archival
materials that
need
professional
care.
Grant Writer:
Non-profits rely

on funding. Grant
writers are the
professional
researchers and
storytellers who
make the case
for support. They
must analyze a
problem, propose
a solution, and
write a
persuasive
proposal. This is
a perfect
application of a
historian’s skills.
Advocacy and
Policy Director:
Leading an
organization’s
advocacy efforts
requires a deep
understanding of
the history of a
specific issue,
the legislative
process, and the
ability to
persuade
policymakers.
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MAXIMIZING YOUR
HISTORY DEGREE
FOR THE JOB

MARKET

Simply  having  the
degree is  not enough;
s tudents  must  be
strategic  in  how  they
present their skills and
g a i n  p r a c t i c a l
experience.  The  most
successful  history
graduates  actively
shape  their  career
trajectory while still  in
school.

Gaining
Practical
Experienc
e
T h e  s i n g l e  m o s t
effective  way  to  make
a history degree more
“marketable” is to pair
it  with  experiential

learning.

Internships: An
internship at a
law firm, a
museum, a non-
profit, or a
corporation is
invaluable. It
provides real-
world
experience, a
network of
contacts, and a
line on a resume
that proves you
can apply your
academic skills in
a professional
setting. This is
non-negotiable
for competitive
careers with a
history degree.
Research
Assistantships:
Working closely
with a professor
on their research
project provides
intensive training
in primary source
analysis and
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project
management.
Study Abroad:
A study abroad
program
demonstrates
adaptability,
cultural
awareness, and a
global
perspective—all
highly valued by
employers.
Campus
Leadership:
Serving as an
editor for the
student
newspaper,
president of the
history club, or a
leader in a
debate society
provides
demonstrable
evidence of
leadership and
communication
skills.

Building a
Narrative
for Your
Resume
History  majors  must
learn  to  “translate”
t h e i r  a c a d e m i c
e x p e r i e n c e  i n t o
l a n g u a g e  t h a t
r e s o n a t e s  w i t h
employers.  Instead  of
simply saying “Majored
in  History,”  use  bullet
points on your resume
that  highlight  specific,
transferable  skills.

Instead of:
“Researched a
paper on the
French
Revolution.”
Use: “Conducted
in-depth archival
research and
synthesized over
40 primary and
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secondary
sources to
construct a
nuanced, 25-
page analytical
argument,
presented to a
panel of
professors.”
Instead of:
“Attended a
history seminar.”
Use: “Led
weekly
discussions on
500+ pages of
complex
readings,
resulting in a
95% average on
critical analysis
exercises.”

Developin
g a
Specializa

tion or
Minor
A  history  degree  can
be even more powerful
when  combined  with
another area of study.
A  minor  or  doub le
m a j o r  i n  a
complementary  field
can  open  specific
doorways.

History +
Political
Science: Ideal
for law school,
government, and
policy work.
History +
Business or
Economics:
Perfect for
consulting,
finance, and
corporate
management.
History +
Computer
Science: A rare
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and powerful
combination for
roles in digital
humanities, data
curation, and
tech.
History +
Journalism or
English:
Excellent for
media and
publishing.

THE LONG-TERM
VALUE:
ADAPTABILITY IN A
CHANGING WORLD

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
compelling  arguments
for  pursuing  careers
w i t h  a  h i s t o r y
degree is its long-term
durab i l i t y .  Wh i l e
specific  technical  skills

can  become  obsolete
in a few years, the core
s k i l l s  o f  a
h i s t o r i a n — c r i t i c a l
thinking, research, and
communication—only
become more valuable.
I n  a n  e c o n o m y
characterized by rapid
change,  automation,
a n d  d i s r u p t i o n ,
e m p l o y e r s  a r e
increasingly looking for
individuals  who  can
adapt,  learn  quickly,
and think strategically.
They  are  looking  for
the very qualities that
a  history  education
cultivates.  The  person
who  understands  why
the past unfolded as it
d i d  i s  u n i q u e l y
prepared  to  navigate
the  uncertainties  of


