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INTRODUCTION TO
YOUR RCA
UNIVERSAL
REMOTE

In a world cluttered
with multiple remotes
for televisions, sound
bars, DVD players, and
streaming devices, a
universal remote offers
a streamlined solution.
RCA universal remotes
are among the most
popular choices
because of their
affordability, reliability,
and straightforward

setup process.
Whether you've just
purchased a new RCA
remote or found an
older model in a
drawer, mastering the
Rca Universal
Remote
Programming Guide
will help you
consolidate control of
all your entertainment
devices into one handy
remote.

Before diving into the
programming steps, it
is important to note
that different RCA
remote models may
have slightly different
buttons or instructions.
However, the core


https://remodelicious.com/

methods—auto code
search, direct code
entry, and manual
code search—remain
consistent across most
versions. This article
will walk you through
each method step by
step, provide
troubleshooting advice,
and offer tips for
maintaining your
remote’s performance.
By the end, you'll be
able to program your
RCA remote in just a
few minutes.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR RCA REMOTE
MODEL

or on the back of the
remote. Having this
number ready will
make it easier to find
the correct code list or
instruction manual
online.

Most RCA remotes
operate on two or
three AAA batteries.
Ensure your batteries
are fresh and inserted
correctly. If the remote
has been sitting
unused for a while,
weak batteries can
cause programming
failures. Replace them
before you start the
programming process.

First, identify the
model number of your
RCA universal remote.
Common models
include the RCRNO5GR,
RCRPO5BR, RCR315,
and the RCDB10. The
model number is
usually printed on a
sticker inside the
battery compartment

METHOD 1:
AUTOMATIC CODE
SEARCH

The automatic code
search is the easiest
way to program your
RCA remote when you
don’t have the specific
code for your device.
This method works by
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cycling through all
available codes in the
remote’s memory until
it finds the one that
controls your device.

Steps for
Auto
Code
Search

1. Turn on the
device you want
to program (e.q.,
TV, DVD player,
or streaming
box).

2. Press and hold
the CODE
SEARCH button
on the remote
(also labeled as
“SETUP” on some
models).
Continue holding
until the red light
turns on, then
release.

3. Press the device

button you wish
to program (e.g.,
TV, DVD, AUX).
The red light will
blink once and
stay on.

. Point the remote

at the device and
press the
POWER button
repeatedly. The
remote will send
different codes
each time. When
the device turns
off, you have
found a working
code.

. Once the device

turns off, press
the ENTER or
OK button to
lock in that code.
The red light will
turn off.

. Test the remote

by pressing other
buttons like
volume, channel,
and input. If
some functions



don’t work,
repeat the
process to find a

Direct

more compatible COd e

code.

Note: The auto search
can take several
minutes because the
remote cycles through
hundreds of codes. Be
patient and keep
pressing the POWER
button until the device
responds.

METHOD 2: DIRECT
CODE ENTRY

If you have the specific
three-, four-, or five-
digit code for your
device brand, direct
code entry is the
quickest method. You
can find codes in the
original manual or on
RCA'’s official website.

Steps for

Entry

1. Turn on the
device you wish
to program.

2. Press and hold
the CODE
SEARCH button
until the red light
turns on, then
release.

3. Press the device
button (TV, DVD,
etc.). The red
light will blink
and stay on.

4. Enter the first
code from your
list using the
number pad.
After entering
the last digit, the
red light will turn
off if the code is
valid.

5. Point the remote
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at the device and
press POWER. If
the device turns
off, the code
works. Test a few
other functions.

6. If the device
does not
respond, repeat
the process with
the next code on
the list.

Where to
Find
Codes

e Check the
instruction
manual that
came with your
remote.

 Visit the RCA
support
website and
search for your
remote model.

e Some third-party
websites

maintain
updated code
lists for universal
remotes.

e Online forums
and community
posts often share
working codes
for lesser-known
brands.

Tip: Write down the
successful code for
each device and keep
it with your remote for
future reference.

METHOD 3:
MANUAL CODE
SEARCH (BRAND
CODE SEARCH)

Some RCA remotes
offer a brand-based
search that shortens
the code cycle by
limiting it to codes
associated with a
specific brand. This is
slower than direct
entry but faster than a
full auto search.



Steps for emote wil sent

codes in groups.

M a n u a | When the device
turns off, stop
pressing.

B ra n d 6. Press ENTER or
OK to lock the

COd e code. Test the
remote.

Sea rCh This method can be

more efficient if you

1. Turrll on the know the brand but
device. don’t have the exact
2. Press and hold numeric code.

CODE SEARCH
until the red light PROGRAMMING

turns on, then FOR SPECIFIC
release. DEVICES

3. Press the device
button (e.g., TV).
The red light will Program
blink and stay

ming an

4. Press and

release the RCA

POWER button.

The red light will

e e Remote
5. Now press the

VOLUME UP

button
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toaTV

Most common usage:
program the remote to
control your
television’s power,
volume, mute, input
selection, and channel
control. Follow the auto
search or direct entry
method using the TV
device button. If you
have a smart TV,
ensure you also test
the “Menu” button to
navigate on-screen
settings.

Program
ming an
RCA

Remote

toa DVD
or Blu-ray
Player

Use the DVD button
(or AUX if DVD is not
available). For combo
units (VCR/DVD), you
may need to program
both separately or use
a single code that
controls both. Test
play, pause, stop, skip,
and eject functions.

Program
ming an
RCA
Remote
toa



Streamin

Program

g Devio@ng an
(Roku,RCA
Apple Rémote

Fire Stick)

Not all RCA remotes

support streaming
devices directly. Check
your remote’s

compatibility list. If
supported, you will
often find codes in the
manual for “STB" (set-
top box) or “AUX". The
programming steps
remain the same. Note
that some advanced
functions (like voice
control) may not work

to a
Sound
Bar or
Audio
Receiver

Use the AUX or AUDIO
device button. Sound
bars may share codes
with TV brands, so try
using the TV device

with ~a universal ) o0 as well if AUX

remote. ,
fails. Test volume,
mute, and source
selection.
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G COMMON

TROUBLESHOGTHW; you may

PROGRAMMING
ISSUES

Remote
Does Not
Turn On
the
Device

Check batteries:
replace with
fresh ones.
Ensure you are
pointing the
remote directly
at the device’s IR
sensor, within
10-15 feet.
Remove any
obstacles
between remote
and device.

e Try using the

auto code search

have missed the
correct code.

Only
Some
Buttons
Work

e The code you
used may only
support basic
functions. Try a
different code
from the list.

e Some RCA
remotes can
store multiple
codes for one
device. You may
need to program
a “learning”
sequence if your
remote supports
it.

e Older devices
may require a



different code
set; check for
updated code
lists online.

Red Light

Remote
Works
But

Blinks But Volume

No
Response

e This often
indicates the
remote is in
programming
mode but not
receiving a signal
from you. Press
buttons slowly
and deliberately.

e If using direct
entry, make sure
you press the
device button
before entering

Doesn’t
Control
TV

e Some RCA

remotes have
separate volume
control for TV
and AUX. Ensure
you press the TV
button first, then
test volume.

If you are using a
sound system,
you may need to
program the

the code.
remote to control
the receiver’s
volume instead.
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RESETTING YOUR
RCA UNIVERSAL
REMOTE

If you accidentally
change settings or the
remote behaves
erratically, a factory
reset can clear all
programmed codes.
Procedure may vary by
model, but a common
method is:

1. Remove
batteries from
the remote.

. Press and hold

the POWER (or

any button) for

10 seconds to

discharge

residual power.

Reinsert

batteries.

. Press and hold
the CODE
SEARCH button
until the red light
turns on, then
release.

. Press the
(zero) button.
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The red light will
blink twice and
turn off.

After reset, you will
need to reprogram all
devices again.

EXPANDING
FUNCTIONALITY:
LEARNING AND
ADVANCED
FEATURES

Some higher-end RCA
remotes include
“learning” capabilities.
With a learning
remote, you can teach
it commands from your
original device remote
by pointing them at
each other. This is
useful for devices not
in the code database.
Check your manual for
learning mode
instructions. Typically
it involves holding the
learning button,
pressing the source
button, then pressing
the command on the




original remote while
the learning remote is
in “learn” mode.

Additionally, many RCA
remotes support multi-
device

macros—sequences of
commands executed
by a single button
press. For example,
you could set up a
“Watch Movie” macro
that turns on your TV,
sound bar, and Blu-ray
player. Programming
macros varies by
model, so consult your
manual.

MAINTENANCE
TIPS FOR
LONGEVITY

e Clean the
remote’s IR
emitter window
with a soft, dry
cloth to ensure
strong signal
transmission.

e Avoid dropping
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exposing it to
liquids.

If buttons
become sticky,
remove batteries
and clean with
isopropyl alcohol
and a cotton
swab (do not
soak).

Store the remote
in a cool, dry
place away from
direct sunlight.

CONCLUSION

Programming your RCA
universal remote does
not have to be a
daunting task. Whether
you choose the
automatic code search
for a hassle-free
experience, direct code
entry for speed, or
manual brand search
for targeted control,
the process is intuitive
once you understand
the sequence. With this

Rca Universal
the remote or
Remote
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Programming Guide,
you now have a
complete reference to
set up your remote for
any TV, DVD player,
sound bar, or
streaming device in
your home. Remember
to keep your code list

handy, test all
functions after
programming, and
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don’t hesitate to reset
the remote if you need
a fresh start. A well-
programmed universal
remote simplifies your
entertainment
experience, reducing
clutter and frustration.
Enjoy the convenience
of one remote to rule
them all!



