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INTRODUCTION

A  feature  article  is  a  powerful  form of  journalism  that  goes
beyond the dry facts of a news story. While a news report tells
you what happened, a feature article brings that event to life by
exploring  how  and  why  it  happened,  and  who  was  affected.  It
uses narrative techniques, sensory details, and human emotion
to engage the reader on a deeper level. Whether you are writing
for a magazine, a blog, or a corporate publication, mastering how
to write a feature article is a skill that sets you apart as a
storyteller. This guide will walk you through every stage, from
conceiving an idea to polishing the final draft, while also weaving
in natural SEO practices so your work can be discovered by a
wider audience.

UNDERSTAND THE PURPOSE OF A FEATURE ARTICLE

Before you put pen to paper, it is essential to understand what a
feature article is and what it is not. A feature article is not a hard
news story. It is not a listicle or a press release. Instead, it is a
long-form  piece  that  delves  deep  into  a  topic,  often  with  a
specific angle or human-interest focus. The purpose is to inform,
entertain, and sometimes persuade, all while holding the reader’s
attention through a compelling narrative.

Types of Feature Articles
Feature articles come in many forms, and choosing the right type
is the first step in learning how to write a feature article that
resonates. Common types include:

Profile – An in-depth look at a person, revealing their
personality, struggles, and achievements.
Human Interest – A story that focuses on the emotional
side of an issue, often highlighting an individual’s
experience.
How-To – A practical guide that educates readers on
accomplishing a specific task (though still told with
narrative flair).
Historical Feature – Explores a past event, connecting it
to the present day.
Investigative Feature – Digs into a problem, uncovering
new facts or perspectives.

Understanding  the  type  will  influence  your  tone,  research
approach, and structure. For example, a profile might rely heavily
on interviews, while a how-to feature requires clear step-by-step
explanations.

RESEARCH AND GATHER INFORMATION

The foundation of any great feature article is thorough research.
Without solid facts and compelling quotes, your story will fall flat.
Start by immersing yourself in the topic. Read existing articles,
academic  papers,  and  interviews.  Look  for  gaps—angles  that
haven’t been covered or perspectives that are underrepresented.
This is where you can bring originality.

Finding Your Angle
An angle is the unique lens through which you view your subject.
When learning how to write a feature article, many beginners
mistake  covering  everything  for  covering  something  well.
Instead, narrow your focus. For instance, if you are writing about
a local bakery, your angle could be “how the owner’s immigrant
background  shaped  the  recipes”  rather  than  “a  successful
bakery.” A strong angle gives your article a clear direction and
makes it easier to choose which details to include.

Conducting Interviews and
Sourcing Quotes
Interviews  are  the  heartbeat  of  most  feature  articles.  They
provide authenticity,  emotion, and direct voice.  Prepare open-
ended questions that cannot be answered with a simple yes or
no.  Ask  about  feelings,  memories,  and  turning  points.  For
example, “What was going through your mind when you first saw
the results?” Always record the conversation (with permission)
and take notes. When you later write the article, choose quotes
that reveal character or advance the narrative. Use attribution
carefully: “According to Dr. Smith” or “Samantha recalled with a
sigh.”
Beyond interviews, gather secondary sources: statistics, historical
data, and expert commentary. This adds depth and credibility.
For an SEO-friendly article, include relevant keywords naturally in
your research notes, but do not force them into the final text.

STRUCTURE YOUR FEATURE ARTICLE

A  well-structured  feature  article  guides  the  reader  effortlessly
from start to finish. While creative, most features follow a classic
arc:  an  engaging  lede,  a  developing  body,  and  a  concluding
kicker. Let’s break down each part.

The Lede (Engaging
Opening)
The lede is  your first  impression.  It  must hook the reader within
the  first  two  sentences.  You  can  start  with  an  anecdote,  a
surprising fact, a vivid description, or a provocative question. For
example, if your feature is about a marathon runner, do not begin
with “John runs marathons.” Instead, try: “When the starting gun
fired, John’s legs felt like lead—but that was nothing compared to
the weight of the promise he had made to his late father.” This
immediately creates intrigue and empathy.
After the hook, provide a brief nut graph  – a paragraph that
reveals the core focus of the article and why it  matters. This
helps  the  reader  understand what  is  coming and encourages
them to keep reading.

The Body (Narrative Flow,
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Quotations, Anecdotes)
The  body  is  where  you  develop  your  story.  Use  a  mix  of
exposition,  description,  and  direct  quotes.  Think  of  each
paragraph as a mini-scene. Transition smoothly between ideas.
For instance, you might move from a general trend to a specific
example, then back to a larger point. Use short paragraphs to
maintain rhythm, and vary sentence length for impact.
Incorporate anecdotes that illustrate your points. Anecdotes are
short, personal stories that bring abstract concepts to life. When
writing how to write a feature article, remember to show,
not  tell.  Instead  of  saying  “The  neighborhood  was  poor,”
describe the cracked sidewalks, the handwritten signs, and the
empty playgrounds.
Use  subheadings  like  this  one  to  break  up  long  sections.
Subheadings  improve  readability  and  also  provide  keyword
opportunities.  For  example,  “Narrative  Flow”  could  be  a
subheading  if  it  fits  naturally.

The Kicker (Strong
Conclusion)
The conclusion, often called the kicker, should leave a lasting
impression. It can circle back to the lede, offer a final quote that
sums up the theme, or provide a thought-provoking call to action.
Avoid  introducing  new  information  here.  Instead,  reflect  on  the
journey the reader has taken. A strong kicker gives the article a
sense of closure and emotional resonance.

USE DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE AND SENSORY DETAILS

Feature articles thrive on imagery. Readers should be able to see,
hear, smell,  taste, and feel the world you are describing. Use
concrete  nouns  and  active  verbs.  Instead  of  “The  room was
messy,”  write  “Clothes  piled  on  the  chair,  an  empty  coffee  cup
balanced on a stack of books, and dust motes danced in the
afternoon light.” Such details immerse the reader and make the
writing memorable.
However,  balance description with pace.  Too much detail  can
slow the story. Choose details that serve a purpose: revealing
character, setting mood, or advancing the narrative. When you
master this, you will see why how to write a feature article is
as much an art as a craft.

INCORPORATE QUOTES AND ATTRIBUTION
EFFECTIVELY

Quotes  are  the  voices  in  your  article.  They  break  up  your
narrative voice and provide authenticity. Use quotes when the
subject says something unique, emotional,  or insightful.  Avoid
quoting basic facts.  For example, instead of quoting someone
saying “It was 3 PM,” paraphrase that. Save quotation marks for
lines that carry weight.

Formatting  tip:  Use  a  new paragraph  for  each  new speaker.
Attribute before or after the quote, but be consistent. You can
also use partial quotes for emphasis. For instance: The mayor
called the plan “unprecedented” and urged support. This keeps
the text flowing.

EDIT AND REVISE FOR CLARITY AND IMPACT

First drafts are rarely publishable. The revision process is where
your  feature  article  transforms  from good  to  great.  Start  by
checking the structure: Does the lede hook? Is the nut graph
clear? Does the body build logically? Does the conclusion satisfy?
Then move to sentence-level edits: remove passive voice, tighten
wordy phrases, and replace clichés with fresh language.
Read the article aloud to catch awkward rhythms. Ask yourself:
Will  a  reader  be  compelled  to  finish?  If  not,  revise  again.  Also,
consider your target audience. If you are writing for a general
online audience, keep sentences short and paragraphs digestible.
If it is for a niche magazine, you can use more specialized terms.
Finally, check for accuracy. Verify names, dates, and spellings.
Inaccurate details destroy credibility. When writing how to write
a feature article, always treat your subjects and readers with
respect.

SEO CONSIDERATIONS FOR ONLINE FEATURE
ARTICLES

Even the most  beautifully  written feature article  needs to  be
found online. That is where SEO comes in. But good SEO does not
mean  stuffing  keywords;  it  means  integrating  them  naturally.
Start  with your  primary keyword:  How To Write A Feature
Article.  Use  it  in  the  title,  the  first  paragraph,  and  at  least  one
subheading. Also include related semantic keywords like “feature
writing  tips,”  “narrative  journalism,”  “article  structure,”  and
“engaging lede.”
Write a compelling meta description (though not part of the HTML
body, it should summarize the article and include the keyword).
Use headings (h2, h3) as we have done here; search engines use
them to understand content hierarchy. Add internal links to other
relevant articles on your site, and external links to authoritative
sources. Optimize images with alt text (if you include images).
But  above  all,  prioritize  the  reader.  Search  engines  reward
content that satisfies user intent, and an article that truly teaches
how to write a feature article will naturally perform well.

CONCLUSION

Writing a feature article is  a rewarding challenge that  blends
journalism, creativity, and technical skill. By understanding the
purpose,  conducting  solid  research,  crafting  a  compelling
structure, using vivid language, and polishing your work through
revision,  you can produce articles  that  captivate  readers  and
stand the test of time. Remember, the best feature articles feel
like  a  conversation—a deep,  meaningful  one  that  leaves  the
reader changed. Now, take these principles and start writing your
own feature article. The story is waiting to be told.


