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MASTERING
PASSENGER’S ‘LET
HER GO’ WITHOUT
A CAPO: A
COMPLETE GUITAR
LESSON

There  are  songs  that
define  a  generation,
and  Passenger’s  “Let
Her Go” is  undeniably
one of them. Since its
release,  the  folk-pop
anthem has become a
rite  of  passage  for
guitarists  of  all  levels.
However, one common
hurdle stands between

many players and the
satisfaction  of  playing
this beloved tune: the
capo.  The  or iginal
recording uses a capo
on the 7th fret,  which
can  feel  awkward,
restrictive,  or  simply
uncomfortable  for
many guitarists. This is
where  our  Passenger
Le t  Her  Go  gu i ta r
lesson  without  capo
c o m e s  i n t o  p l a y .
Whether you have lost
your  capo,  prefer  to
avoid it, or simply want
to  understand  the
chord  structures  on  a
deeper  level,  learning
t o  p l a y  t h i s  s o n g
without  a  capo  is  not
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only  possible  but  can
a lso  dramat ica l ly
improve  your  overall
musicianship.  In  this
comprehensive  guide,
w e  w i l l  e x p l o r e
a l t e r n a t e  c h o r d
voicings,  strumming
patterns,  fingerpicking
t e c h n i q u e s ,  a n d
practical  tips  to  help
you perform this iconic
track  with  confidence
and  authenticity,  all
while  keeping  your
fretboard  capo-free.

WHY LEARN ‘LET
HER GO’ WITHOUT
A CAPO?

Before we dive into the
mechanics,  it  is  worth
examining  why  you
might  want  to  tackle
this  song  without  a
capo  in  the  first  place.
The original key of “Let
Her Go” with a capo on
the  7th  fret  al lows
Passenger  t o  use
relatively  simple  open
chord shapes like G, D,

Em,  and  C.  However,
this places the song in
the  key  of  D  major.
Without  a  capo,  you
a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y
transposing  the  song
into  a  different  key,
which  has  severa l
distinct advantages.

Greater
Fretboard
Familiarit
y
When  you  rely  on  a
capo,  you  are  often
masking the true chord
s h a p e s  y o u  a r e
playing.  Removing the
capo  forces  you  to
engage  with  barre
c h o r d s  a n d  m o r e
complex  voic ings,
which in turn deepens
your  understanding  of
the  fretboard.  This
Passenger  Let  Her  Go
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guitar  lesson  without
capo  is  designed  to
strengthen your  chord
v o c a b u l a r y  a n d
improve your ability to
m o v e  b e t w e e n
positions  fluidly.

More
Dynamic
Tonal
Options
Playing without a capo
opens  up  the  lower
frequencies  of  your
guitar.  The  capoed
version at the 7th fret
produces  a  brighter,
more  jangly  sound.
When  you  play  the
song  in  a  lower  key,
such as G major or C
major, you gain access
to the full resonance of
your guitar’s body. This
can result  in  a richer,
warmer  tone  that

many  players  find
more satisfying for solo
acoustic performances.

Practical
Convenie
nce
Not everyone carries a
capo with  them at  all
times.  If  you are at a
j a m  s e s s i o n ,  a
campfire,  or  simply
picking  up  a  friend’s
guitar,  you  might  not
have your capo handy.
Knowing  how  to  play
this  song  without  any
equipment  gives  you
the freedom to perform
it anytime, anywhere.

UNDERSTANDING
THE ORIGINAL
CHORD
PROGRESSION

T o  s u c c e s s f u l l y
navigate  a  Passenger
Le t  Her  Go  gu i ta r
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lesson  without  capo,
you  must  first
understand the original
chord progression as it
is played with a capo.
The  song  revolves
around  four  primary
chords: G, D, Em, and
C. With the capo on the
7th  fret,  these  chords
sound  as  A,  E,  F#m,
and  D,  respectively.
The  verse  and  chorus
f o l l o w  a  s i m p l e ,
repeating  pattern  that
is easy to memorize.

Verse1.
Progression: G
– D – Em – C
(repeated)
Chorus2.
Progression: G
– D – C – G (with
slight variations)
Bridge/Instrum3.
ental: Em – D –
C – G

When you remove the
capo,  you  need  to
transpose these chords
i n t o  a  k e y  t h a t  i s

playable within the first
f e w  f r e t s  u s i n g
standard  tuning.  The
m o s t  p r a c t i c a l
approach  fo r  th i s
lesson  is  to  play  the
song  in  the  key  of  G
major,  which  allows
you  to  use  the  same
chord names but  with
different  fingerings,  or
to transpose to a key
like C major where the
s h a p e s  a r e  m o r e
accessible.  We  will
explore both options in
detail.

OPTION 1:
PLAYING IN THE
KEY OF G MAJOR
(NO CAPO)

The  simplest  way  to
approach  a  Passenger
Le t  Her  Go  gu i ta r
lesson without capo is
to play the song in its
“wr i t ten”  key  of  G
major. In this case, you
will  use  open  chords
that  are  familiar  to
m o s t  g u i t a r i s t s .
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However, you must be
aware  that  the  pitch
will  be lower than the
original recording. This
is perfectly fine for solo
performances  and
often  sounds  more
natural  for  vocalists
who  find  the  original
key  too  high.

Chord
Shapes
You Will
Need

G Major (G):
320003
D Major (D):
xx0232
E Minor (Em):
022000
C Major (C):
x32010

These  are  the  exact
same  shapes  you
would use with a capo,

b u t  n o w  y o u  a r e
playing  them  at  the
nut.  The  fingerings  are
comfortable,  and  the
transitions  between
t h e s e  c h o r d s  a r e
relatively  smooth.  The
primary  difference  lies
in the key center and
the overall sound. The
verse  progression
remains G – D – Em –
C ,  and  the  chorus
follows G – D – C – G.

Strummin
g Pattern
for the
Verse
Passenger  uses  a
consistent,  driving
strumming  pattern
throughout  the  song.
For  the  verse,  try  a
p a t t e r n  t h a t
emphasizes  the  off-
b e a t .  A  c o m m o n
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approach  is:
Down, Down-Up, Up-
Down, Up
This pattern creates a
gentle,  rolling  feel.
Focus on keeping your
w r i s t  l o o s e  a n d
allowing  the  pick  to
g l i d e  a c r o s s  t h e
strings.  The  key  to
making this Passenger
Le t  Her  Go  gu i ta r
lesson  without  capo
sound  authentic  is  to
maintain  a  steady
tempo  and  le t  the
chord  changes  fal l
naturally on the beats.

Fingerpic
king the
Verse
I f  y o u  p r e f e r
fingerpicking, the verse
lends  itself  beautifully
to  a  simple  Travis-
picking  pattern.  Using
your  thumb (T),  index

(I), middle (M), and ring
(R)  fingers,  try  this
pattern on the G chord:

Thumb on the
low E string (root
note)
Index on the G
string
Middle on the B
string
Thumb on the A
string
Index on the G
string
Middle on the B
string

This  pattern  repeats
and  adapts  to  each
chord change. For the
D  chord,  your  thumb
will  hit  the  D  string
(root).  For  Em,  thumb
on the A string. For C,
thumb on the A string.
This  approach  adds  a
layer  of  texture  and
i n t i m a c y  t o  y o u r
performance.

OPTION 2:
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PLAYING IN THE
KEY OF C MAJOR

(NO CAPO)

If  you find that  playing
in  G  major  still  feels
too high or if you want
to  explore  a  different
t o n a l  p a l e t t e ,
transposing to C major
i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t
alternative.  This  is  a
common  approach  in
many  Passenger  Let
Her  Go  guitar  lesson
without  capo  tutorials
b e c a u s e  i t  l i e s
comfortably  in  the
middle of the fretboard
and  allows  for  richer
bass notes.

Transpos
ed Chord
Shapes
To transpose from G to
C ,  y o u  m o v e
everything down by a
perfect  fourth.  Your

new chord shapes are:

C Major (C):
x32010
G Major (G):
320003
A Minor (Am):
x02210
F Major (F):
133211 (barre
chord) or xx3211
(easier voicing)

You will notice that the
F chord presents a new
challenge.  If  you  are
not  comfortable  with
barre  chords  yet,  you
can  use  a  simplified
version:  place  your
index finger on the 1st
fret  of  the  B  string,
your  middle  finger  on
the 2nd fret  of  the G
string,  and  your  ring
finger on the 3rd fret of
the D string. Leave the
high E string open. This
c rea tes  an  Fma j7
sound  tha t  works
beaut i fu l ly  in  th is
context.
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Verse
Progressi
on in C
Major
The verse becomes: C
–  G  –  A m  –  F .  T h e
chorus shifts to: C – G –
F – C. This progression
has  a  slightly  darker,
more  melancholy  feel
t h a n  t h e  G  m a j o r
version, which suits the
lyrical  content  of  the
song  exceptionally
well.

Adapting
Your
Strummin

g
T h e  s t r u m m i n g
patterns  we discussed
earlier  work  perfectly
here.  However,  pay
special attention to the
transition  from Am to
F.  This  can  be  tricky
because  the  shapes
are very different. Slow
down  your  practice
speed  and  focus  on
lifting  your  fingers
cleanly  off  the
f re tboa rd  be fo re
forming the next chord.
W i t h  c o n s i s t e n t
practice, this transition
will  become  second
nature.

ADVANCED
TECHNIQUES FOR
A RICHER SOUND

Once  you  have  the
basic chord shapes and
strumming  patterns
down, you can elevate
your performance with
s o m e  a d v a n c e d
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t e chn iques .  Th i s
s e c t i o n  o f  o u r
Passenger  Let  Her  Go
guitar  lesson  without
capo  wi l l  focus  on
adding  dynamics  and
expression.

Dynamics
and
Accents
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
distinctive  features  of
Passenger’s  playing  is
his  use  of  dynamics.
He strums softly during
the  verses  and  builds
intensity  during  the
chorus.  To  replicate
this,  practice  playing
t h e  v e r s e s  a t  a
pianissimo  (very  soft)
volume, then gradually
i n c r e a s e  y o u r
strumming  force  as
you  approach  the
chorus. Use accents on
the  first  beat  of  each

chord  change  to  give
the  song  a  dr iv ing
pulse.

Hammer-
Ons and
Pull-Offs
A d d i n g  s m a l l
embellishments  can
make  your  playing
sound  more  polished.
On the G chord, try a
hammer-on  from  the
open  G  string  to  the
2nd fret (A string). On
t h e  C  c h o r d ,
experiment with a pull-
off from the 3rd fret to
the 2nd fret on the A
str ing.  These  t iny
ornaments  mimic  the
vocal  inflections  in  the
original  recording  and
add  a  professional
touch.
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Using a
Partial

Barre
If you are playing in G
major,  you  might  find
t h a t  t h e  D  c h o r d
sounds  th in  when
strummed  open.  To
add depth, try playing
a  D  cho rd  us ing  a
partial barre: barre the
2nd fret of the high E,
B,  and  G  strings  with
your  index  finger,  and
use  your  middle  finger
on the 2nd fret of the
low  E  s t r ing .  Th i s
creates a fuller D chord
t h a t  r i n g s  o u t
beautiful ly.

COMMON
CHALLENGES AND
HOW TO
OVERCOME THEM

No Passenger  Let  Her
G o  g u i t a r  l e s s o n

without capo would be
complete  wi thout
a d d r e s s i n g  t h e
roadblocks  that  most
learners  face.  Let  us
look at some frequent
difficulties  and
practical  solutions.

Chord
Transition
Speed
The  song  moves  at  a
moderate  tempo,  but
the  chord  changes
c o m e  q u i c k l y ,
especially between the
chorus  and  verse.  If
you  are  struggling  to
keep up, use the “one-
m inu te  changes”
exercise.  Set  a  timer
and practice switching
between  two  chords
r e p e a t e d l y .  F o r
example,  switch  from
G to C and back for one
minute.  Track  how
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many  clean  changes
you can make. Aim for
50 or more per minute.

Barre
Chord
Fatigue
If you are playing the F
chord as a full barre in
the  C  major  version,
you  may  experience
h a n d  f a t i g u e .  T o
combat  this,  ensure
y o u r  t h u m b  i s
pos i t i oned  in  the
middle of  the back of
the guitar neck. Apply
pressure  with  your
index  finger  using  the
side  of  the  finger
rather  than  the  flat
pad.  Take  frequent
breaks  and  stretch
your  hand  muscles
between  pract ice
sessions.

Maintaini
ng
Rhythm
A common mistake  is
to speed up during the
chorus and slow down
during the verse. Use a
metronome or a drum
track  to  lock  in  your
timing. Start at a slow
tempo,  such  as  60
BPM,  and  gradually
increase to the original
tempo  of  around  100
B P M .  C o n s i s t e n t
r h y t h m  i s  t h e
f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a
c o m p e l l i n g
performance.

PUTTING IT ALL
TOGETHER: A
PRACTICE ROUTINE

To get the most out of
this Passenger Let Her
G o  g u i t a r  l e s s o n
without  capo,  follow
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this structured practice
routine.  Dedicate  at
least  15  minutes  per
d a y  t o  f o c u s e d
practice.

Week 1:
Chord
Mastery

Learn the chord
shapes for your

chosen key (G
major or C
major).
Practice
transitioning
between each
pair of chords: G
to D, D to Em,
Em to C, etc.
Aim for smooth,
silent transitions
within 2 seconds.

Week


