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THE ENDURING ALLURE OF THE FILM LOVE IN THE
TIME OF CHOLERA

There  are  few  stories  as  sweeping,  as  controversial,  and  as
deeply romantic as the one told in the film Love In The Time Of
Cholera.  Based on the celebrated 1985 novel  by Nobel  Prize-
winning  author  Gabriel  García  Márquez,  this  2007  cinematic
adaptation brings to life a tale of obsession, devotion, and the
relentless passage of time. Directed by Mike Newell (best known
for Four Weddings and a Funeral and Harry Potter and the Goblet
of  Fire),  the  film  attempts  to  capture  the  magical  realism  and
profound emotional  depth  of  its  source  material.  For  viewers
unfamiliar  with  the  book,  the  film  Love  In  The  Time  Of  Cholera
serves as a vibrant, visually stunning entry point into a world
where love is as persistent and as devastating as a disease.
This article will explore the film in depth, examining its narrative,
its  cast,  its  critical  reception,  and  its  enduring  place  in  the
pantheon of literary adaptations. Whether you are a long-time
admirer of García Márquez or a newcomer curious about this epic
romance,  this  guide  provides  a  comprehensive  look  at  the  film
Love In The Time Of Cholera.

THE PLOT: A STORY OF UNREQUITED DEVOTION

The narrative of the film Love In The Time Of Cholera spans more
than half  a  century,  beginning  in  the  late  19th  century  in  a
Caribbean port city. The story centers on Florentino Ariza (played
by Javier Bardem), a romantic, sensitive telegraph operator who
falls  instantly  and  irrevocably  in  love  with  the  beautiful  and
spirited  Fermina  Daza  (Giovanna  Mezzogiorno).  Their  early
courtship  is  conducted  through  passionate  letters  and  secret
glances, a whirlwind of youthful emotion that feels all-consuming.
However,  Fermina's  father,  Lorenzo  Daza  (John  Leguizamo),
disapproves  of  the  match.  He  sees  Florentino  as  a  poor,
unsuitable suitor and takes Fermina away on a long journey to
make her forget the young man. Upon her return, Fermina has
matured. She sees Florentino not as a soulmate, but as a ghost of
her childhood. She rejects him abruptly, breaking his heart in a
scene that sets the stage for the next 50 years.
Fermina  eventually  marries  the  distinguished and respectable
Doctor Juvenal Urbino (Benjamin Bratt), a man of science and
order. Their marriage is one of comfort, stability, and genuine
affection, but it lacks the fiery passion that Florentino represents.
Meanwhile,  Florentino  makes  a  solemn vow:  he  will  wait  for
Fermina, for as long as it takes, even if it is until the end of time.
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The  film  Love  In  The  Time  Of  Cholera  then  follows  Florentino
through the decades. He rises to prominence as the president of
the  River  Company  of  the  Caribbean,  and  he  engages  in
numerous  affairs—the  film  documents  622  of  them—but  he
insists  that  his  heart  belongs  only  to  Fermina.  He  is  a  man
possessed by an idea of love, a love that exists in the realm of
the ideal rather than the real. The story culminates in the twilight
of  their  lives.  After  Doctor  Urbino  dies  in  a  bizarre  accident
(chasing a parrot up a mango tree), Florentino, now an old man,
renews his suit. He declares to Fermina that he has waited for her
and  that  his  love  is  as  strong  as  ever.  The  final  act  of  the  film
Love In The Time Of Cholera takes place on a riverboat, where
the two aging lovers navigate the delicate, fragile, and deeply
human territory of finally being together.

CAST AND PERFORMANCES IN THE FILM LOVE IN THE
TIME OF CHOLERA

Casting is crucial for any literary adaptation, and the film Love In
The Time Of Cholera features a talented, if occasionally miscast,
ensemble.

Javier Bardem as Florentino
Ariza
Javier Bardem, an actor of immense power and range, takes on
the central role of Florentino Ariza. Bardem plays the character as
a man consumed by a  single  idea.  He captures  the youthful

desperation  of  the  young  Florentino,  but  truly  shines  in  the
second  half  of  the  film,  portraying  the  weary,  eccentric,  and
deeply persistent old man. His performance is magnetic, making
a character who could easily seem pathetic or obsessive into a
figure of tragic grandeur. Bardem's Florentino is the heart of the
film Love In The Time Of Cholera.

Giovanna Mezzogiorno as
Fermina Daza
Italian actress Giovanna Mezzogiorno plays Fermina Daza, a role
that  spans  from  headstrong  teenager  to  dignified  matriarch.
Mezzogiorno brings a fierce intelligence and independence to the
character.  She  successfully  portrays  the  internal  conflict  of  a
woman who chose security over passion, and who must reconcile
the memory of a young poet with the reality of an old man who
has waited for her for half a century. Her evolution is vital to the
story,  and  she  holds  her  own  against  Bardem's  powerful
performance.

Benjamin Bratt as Doctor
Juvenal Urbino
Benjamin Bratt plays the "other man," Doctor Urbino. He portrays
the doctor  as a man of  science,  reason,  and social  standing.
While the role is less flashy than Florentino's, Bratt brings dignity
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and warmth to the character. He is not a villain; he is a good man
who  offers  Fermina  a  different  kind  of  love—one  based  on
partnership  and  respect,  rather  than  all-consuming  obsession.

Supporting Cast
The  film  Love  In  The  Time  Of  Cholera  also  features  strong
performances from John Leguizamo as the overbearing father,
and Fernanda Montenegro as the wise and worldly Tránsito Ariza,
Florentino's  mother.  Catalina  Sandino  Moreno  appears  as
Hildebranda,  Fermina's  cousin  and  confidante.

VISUALS AND CINEMATOGRAPHY

One of the undeniable strengths of the film Love In The Time Of
Cholera  is  its  visual  beauty.  The  cinematography,  by  the
legendary Italian filmmaker Vittorio Storaro, is lush, vibrant,  and
painterly. The film was shot on location in Colombia, primarily in
the historic walled city of Cartagena, and the camera revels in
the colors, textures, and light of the Caribbean.
The  movie  uses  color  to  reflect  the  emotional  state  of  its
characters  and  the  passage  of  time.  The  early  scenes  of
Florentino  and  Fermina's  youthful  love  are  bathed  in  golden,
warm light. As Florentino descends into his decades of waiting,
the palette shifts to deeper, more melancholic tones. The interior
scenes are adorned with antique furnishings and heavy fabrics,
creating  a  sense  of  history  and  suffocating  tradition.  The  final
sequence  on  the  riverboat  is  shot  with  a  soft,  hazy  quality,
suggesting a world outside of time. For many viewers, the visual

richness  of  the  film  Love  In  The  Time  Of  Cholera  is  its  greatest
asset, creating a tangible and immersive world.

COMPARING THE NOVEL AND THE FILM

Adapting  a  work  as  dense  and  beloved  as  Gabriel  García
Márquez's novel is a monumental challenge. The film Love In The
Time Of Cholera is, by necessity, a condensation of the book.
Critics  often  point  to  the  difficulty  of  translating  magical
realism—a  style  where  fantastical  elements  are  woven
seamlessly  into  everyday  reality—to  the  screen.

Narrative Compression: The novel meanders through
time, memory, and perspective. The film streamlines this
into a more linear structure. While this makes the story
easier to follow, it loses some of the novel's lyrical,
digressive quality.
The Number of Lovers: In the book, Florentino’s 622
affairs are mentioned and contextualized, but the film
attempts to show several of them in montage. This was
controversial, as some felt it distracted from the central
love story or made Florentino less sympathetic.
Magical Realism: The film grounds itself more in
naturalism than the novel. While the book treats
Florentino’s obsessive love as a kind of magical force, the
film presents it more as a psychological condition. The
cholera metaphor—love as a disease—is made more literal
in the film's imagery.
The Ending: The film stays relatively faithful to the novel's
ending, focusing on the delicate, uncertain relationship
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between the two elderly lovers. However, the book's ending
is more ambiguous and poetic.

Ultimately, the film Love In The Time Of Cholera is a sincere and
respectful adaptation, but it cannot replicate the full experience
of  reading  the  novel.  It  is  best  approached  as  a  visual
interpretation, a companion piece rather than a replacement.

THEMATIC DEPTH: LOVE, TIME, AND OBSESSION

The film Love In The Time Of Cholera is deceptively simple on the
surface—a story of a man waiting for a woman—but it is rich with
complex themes.

Is it Love or Obsession?
This is the central question of the film. Florentino claims his love
is  eternal  and  pure,  but  his  behavior  is  often  obsessive.  He
refuses to accept Fermina's rejection. He pines for an idealized
version of her rather than the real woman who has lived a full life
without him. The film, like the novel, leaves this question open. Is
Florentino a great romantic hero, or is he a deeply troubled man
who wasted  his  life  on  a  fantasy?  The  film Love  In  The  Time Of
Cholera encourages the audience to sit with this ambiguity.

The Nature of Time
Time is  a  character  in  itself.  The story  spans over  50 years,
showing how people change, how bodies age, and how society
transforms. The film asks whether it is possible to love someone

in the same way after half a century. Does time erode love, or
does  it  refine  it?  The  riverboat  journey  at  the  end  of  the  film
symbolizes a journey out of time, a chance to start again in a
liminal space where the past is left behind.

The Many Forms of Love
The  film  contrasts  different  kinds  of  love.  There  is  the  youthful,
passionate love of Florentino and young Fermina. There is the
mature, companionate love of Fermina and Doctor Urbino. There
is  the  cynical,  physical  love  of  Florentino's  many  affairs.  And
finally,  there  is  the  fragile,  tentative  love  of  the  elderly  couple.
The film Love In The Time Of Cholera suggests that love is not a
single thing, but a spectrum of experiences and commitments.

CRITICAL RECEPTION AND LEGACY

Upon  its  release  in  2007,  the  film  Love  In  The  Time  Of  Cholera
received mixed to negative reviews from critics. Many praised the
production  design,  the  cinematography,  and  Javier  Bardem's
performance. However, a common criticism was that the film felt
slow, overly long, and that it failed to capture the magic of García
Márquez's prose. Some critics found the central romance difficult
to root  for,  given Florentino's  obsessive nature and his  many
affairs.
The  film  holds  a  rating  of  44%  on  Rotten  Tomatoes,  with  the
consensus  suggesting  that  it  is  a  "handsome  but  hollow
adaptation."  It  was  a  modest  box  office  success  but  did  not
become a major  cultural  phenomenon.  However,  in  the years
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since its release, the film Love In The Time Of Cholera has found
a second life. It is now appreciated by many fans of the novel as
a  sincere  and  gorgeous  attempt  to  bring  a  difficult  story  to  the
screen. For a generation of viewers, the visuals of Bardem and
Mezzogiorno on the riverboat  have become the definitive image
of this classic story.

WHY YOU SHOULD WATCH THE FILM LOVE IN THE
TIME OF CHOLERA TODAY

In  an  era  of  fast-paced,  special  effects-driven  cinema,  the  film

Love In The Time Of Cholera stands as a refreshingly slow and
contemplative  experience.  It  is  a  film  for  adults,  one  that  deals
with the complexities of  lifelong commitment,  regret,  and the
search for meaning in relationships.
Here are a few reasons to give it a watch:

A Visual Feast: The cinematography by Vittorio Storaro is1.
nothing short of stunning. Every frame is carefully
composed and beautifully lit.
A Powerful Performance: Javier Bardem is captivating.2.
He fully commits to the


