
Shmoop Lord Of The Flies Chapter 11 Quotes 1

Shmoop Lord Of The
Flies Chapter 11
Quotes

Shmoop Lord
Of The Flies
Chapter 11
Quotes

Downloaded
from

remodelicious.com
by Leon & Solis

INTRODUCTION:
UNDERSTANDING
THE GRAVITY OF
CHAPTER 11

William Golding’s  Lord
o f  t h e  F l i e s  i s  a
m a s t e r p i e c e  o f
allegorical  fiction,  and
Shmoop Lord of the
Flies  Chapter  11
Quotes  provides  one
of  the  most  insightful
entry  points  into  the
n o v e l ’ s  d a r k e s t
chapter.  Chapter  11,
titled  “Castle  Rock,”
marks the point of no
return for the stranded

boys. It is here that the
fragile  remnants  of
civilization  collapse
entirely,  making  way
for raw savagery. If you
are studying this novel,
understanding  the
q u o t e s  f r o m  t h i s
chapter  is  crucial  to
grasping  Golding’s
central message about
h u m a n  n a t u r e .
Shmoop’s  analysis  of
these  quotes  helps
readers  decode  the
s y m b o l i s m  a n d
emot iona l  we ight
behind  every  line.  In
this  article,  we  will
explore key quotations
from Chapter 11, break
d o w n  t h e i r
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significance,  and  show
how  they  drive  the
narrative  toward  its
tragic  climax.  By  the
end, you will  see why
t h e s e  l i n e s  a r e
essential to any serious
interpretation  of  the
novel.

THE CONTEXT OF
CHAPTER 11: A
CLASH OF ORDERS

Before  diving  into  the
quotes, it  is important
to  recall  the  situation
on  the  island.  Ralph’s
group has dwindled to
only  Piggy,  Samneric
(the  twins  Sam  and
Eric), and a few littluns.
J a c k ’ s  t r i b e  n o w
dominates,  and  they
have  stolen  Piggy’s
g lasses—the  on ly
means  of  making  fire.
R a l p h  d e c i d e s  t o
confront  Jack,  hoping
to  appeal  to  reason
a n d  r e c l a i m  t h e
glasses.  This  final
attempt  to  restore

order leads to tragedy.
Shmoop’s  breakdown
of  Shmoop  Lord  of
the Flies Chapter 11
Quotes focuses on the
moment  rhetoric  fails
and violence triumphs.
The  chapter  is  filled
with  lines  that  reveal
c h a r a c t e r
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s ,
particularly  for  Piggy
and  Ralph,  and  for
Jack’s  tribe.

The
Opening
Lines:
Ralph’s
Desperat
e Resolve
The  chapter  begins
with  Ralph  trying  to
a s s e r t  a u t h o r i t y
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despite  his  dwindling
influence.  A  key  quote
f r o m  S h m o o p ’ s
analysis  is  Ralph’s
s t a t e m e n t :  “ I ’m
c a l l i n g  a n
assembly.”  Even
though  Piggy  points
out  that  the  conch  is
useless  now,  Ralph
insists  on  going  to
Castle  Rock.  Shmoop
high l ights  th is  as
Ralph’s  last  stand  for
civilization.  The  quote
r e v e a l s  R a l p h ’ s
inability  to  adapt—he
still  believes  in  the
power  of  democratic
process.  As  Shmoop
notes, this line is tragic
because Ralph has not
yet  accepted  that  the
r u l e s  h a v e  b e e n
abandoned. The quote
also sets the stage for
the  confrontation,
e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e
conflict  between  order
and  chaos.

Piggy’s
Speech:
Clinging
to Reason
Piggy’s dialogue in this
chapter is some of the
most  poignant  in  the
entire  novel.  Shmoop
e m p h a s i z e s  a
par t i cu la r  quote :
“Which is better—to
be a pack of painted
Indians like you are,
or to be sensible like
Ralph  is?”  This  line,
spoken  direct ly  to
Jack’s  tribe,  is  Piggy’s
final  plea.  Shmoop’s
interpretation  points
out that Piggy uses the
term “painted Indians,”
w h i c h  h a s  r a c i a l
undertones  but  also
reflects  how  the  boys
have  regressed  to
primitive  identities.
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T h e  q u o t e  s h o w s
Piggy’s  desperate
attempt to use logic as
a weapon. However, as
Shmoop notes,  reason
is  powerless  against
the allure of savagery.
Piggy’s  question  goes
unanswered except by
violence.  This  quote
underscores the theme
of  intel lect  versus
brute  force.

The
Breaking
of the
Conch:
Symbolis
m Lost
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
famous  quo tes  i n
Shmoop Lord of the
Flies  Chapter  11

Q u o t e s  i s  t h e
descr ipt ion  of  the
conch being smashed:
“The  rock  struck
Piggy  a  glancing
blow  from  chin  to
knee;  the  conch
exp loded  into  a
thousand  whi te
f r a g m e n t s . ”
Shmoop’s  analysis  is
particularly  strong
here. The conch, which
once represented order
and  democracy,  is
d e s t r o y e d
simultaneously  with
Piggy’s death. Shmoop
notes  that  Golding
u s e s  t h i s  d u a l
destruction  to  show
that  civilization  and
reason perish together.
The  “thousand  white
fragments”  symbolize
the shattered hope for
rescue  and  society.
T h i s  q u o t e  i s  t h e
climax  of  the  chapter
and  one  of  the  most
powerful  in  literature.
Shmoop  encourages
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readers  to  reflect  on
how the boys react—or
fail  to  react—to  this
destruction.  It  is  a
turning  point  that
leaves  no  room  for
redemption.

Ralph’s
Grief and
Anger
After  Piggy’s  death,
Ralph’s  transformation
becomes  ev ident .
Shmoop highlights the
quote:  “That’s  the
one  we  hit,”  said
Ralph. “The one we
hit.” This line, spoken
to  the  twins,  shows
Ralph’s  shock  and
guilt.  Shmoop  points
out  that  Ralph  uses
“we”  r a the r  t han
“they,”  indicating  that
he  feels  col lective
responsibility.  This
quote  is  important

because it  shows that
Ralph, unlike Jack, still
r e t a i n s  a  m o r a l
conscience.  Shmoop’s
analysis  notes  that
Ralph’s  grief  is  real,
but  it  also  marks  the
moment he realizes he
i s  n o  l o n g e r  t h e
leader—he is a hunted
a n i m a l .  T h e  l i n e
f o r e s h a d o w s  t h e
manhunt that ends the
novel.

SAVAGE TRIUMPH:
JACK’S REACTION
TO PIGGY’S DEATH

Jack’s  tribe  responds
with brutal jubilation. A
crucial  quote  from
Shmoop’s  examination
is Roger’s action after
killing  Piggy:  “Roger,
w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f
d e l i r i o u s
a b a n d o n m e n t ,
leaned all his weight
o n  t h e  l e v e r . ”
Shmoop interprets this
as Roger embracing his
inner  darkness  fully.
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The  phrase  “delirious
a b a n d o n m e n t ”
captures  the addictive
nature  of  violence.
Shmoop points out that
Roger  had  previously
been  restrained  by
civilization—he  threw
stones  at  littluns  but
only  aimed  to  miss.
Now,  he  kills  without
hesitation.  This  quote
demonstrates  the
c o m p l e t e  l o s s  o f
inhibition.  Shmoop’s
analysis  ties  this  to
Golding’s  theme:  that
ev i l  ex i s ts  w i th in
everyone  and  merely
n e e d s  t h e  r i g h t
conditions to surface.

The
Enduranc
e of

Piggy’s
Glasses
Shmoop  also  draws
attention  to  a  subtle
but  important  quote:
“The  tribe  stood,
carrying  the  spear
with the glasses on
it .”  A f ter  P iggy’s
death,  Jack’s  tr ibe
takes  the  b roken
glasses  and  mounts
t h e m  o n  a  s p e a r .
Shmoop  explains  that
this  act  reduces  the
glasses—a  symbol  of
i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d
fire—to  a  trophy.  It
shows  how  savagery
degrades  even  the
most valuable tools of
civilization. The glasses
no  longer  bring  light;
they are now part of a
ceremonial  weapon.
Shmoop  encourages
readers to see this as a
perversion  of  science
and reason. The quote
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also  highlights  the
tribe’s  new  identity:
t h e y  a r e  n o w
completely  ruled  by
the instinct of the hunt.

SHMOOP’S
APPROACH TO
ANALYZING
QUOTES

Shmoop  is  known  for
m a k i n g  c o m p l e x
literature  accessible
without  dumbing  it
down.  For  Shmoop
Lord  of  the  Fl ies
Chapter  11  Quotes,
the  website  provides
context,  character
mot iva t i ons ,  and
thematic  connections.
Shmoop  often  uses  a
conversational  tone,
breaking  down  each
q u o t e  w i t h
e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f
figurative  language
and  symbolism.  For
example,  Shmoop
might  point  out  that
Piggy’s  glasses  are  a
symbol  of  clarity  and

vision—when  Roger
stea ls  them,  he  is
literally  taking  away
the ability to “see” the
truth.  Shmoop  also
connects  quotes  to
larger themes like the
loss  of  innocence,  the
nature of evil, and the
failure  of  leadership.
B y  u s i n g  t h e s e
analyses, students can
write  stronger  essays
a n d  g a i n  d e e p e r
a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r
Golding’s  craft.

How to
Use
Shmoop
Lord of
the Flies
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Chapter
11
Quotes in
Your Own

Writing
I f  you  are  writing  a
paper or preparing for
a discussion, Shmoop’s
quote analysis can be a
valuable  resource.
Start  by  selecting  a
quote  that  resonates
with the theme you are
exploring. For instance,
if  your  thesis  focuses
on  the  destruction  of
civilization,  the  conch
quote  is  essential.
T h e n ,  i n t e g r a t e
S h m o o p ’ s
interpretation—but add
your  own  or ig ina l
insight.  Do  not  just
repeat Shmoop; use it
as  a  springboard.  For

each quote, ask: What
does this reveal about
a character? How does
it  advance  the  plot?
W h a t  s y m b o l i c
meaning  is  Golding
conveying?  Shmoop’s
site  often  provides
multiple  angles.  For
example,  regarding
Piggy’s death, Shmoop
might discuss both the
literal violence and the
s y m b o l i c  e n d  o f
intellect.  Taking  those
ideas further can make
your  analysis  stand
out.

OTHER NOTABLE
QUOTES FROM
CHAPTER 11
ACCORDING TO
SHMOOP

Shmoop also highlights
quotes  that  are  less
frequently  discussed
but still important. One
is Samneric’s betrayal:
“We  left  the  twins
huddled  together,
their  faces  showing
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no expression.”  This
line comes after Jack’s
tr ibe  captures  the
twins and forces them
to join.  Shmoop notes
that the twins’ lack of
expression shows they
have  given  up  their
will. They are no longer
individuals but part  of
the  mob.  Another
q u o t e  i s  R a l p h ’ s
realization:  “He  was
surrounded  by  a
p h a l a n x  o f
savages.”  Shmoop
breaks down the word
“phalanx,” which refers
to a military formation.
This shows that Jack’s
t r ibe  has  become
organized  in  their
violence,  a  terrifying
parody  of  a  civilized
army.  These  quotes
enrich  the  reading
experience  and  offer
f resh  ins ights  fo r
l iterary  analysis.

CONCLUSION

Chapter 11 of  Lord of

t h e  F l i e s  i s  a
devastating  turning
point,  and  exploring
Shmoop Lord of the
Flies  Chapter  11
Quotes  provides  a
clear  window into  the
n o v e l ’ s  d e e p e s t
themes.  From  Piggy’s
desperate  appeal  to
r e a s o n  t o  t h e
shattering of the conch
and  the  death  of  the
only  rational  voice  on
the island, every quote
i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r
contr ibutes  to  the
novel’s message about
t h e  f r a g i l i t y  o f
civilization.  Shmoop’s
a c c e s s i b l e  y e t
insightful  analysis
helps  readers  of  all
levels  understand  the
s y m b o l i s m  a n d
emotional  impact  of
these  lines.  Whether
you  are  a  s tudent
writing  an  essay  or  a
teacher  preparing  a
lesson,  these  quotes
a n d  t h e i r
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interpretations  are
indispensable.  By
reflecting on the words
that Golding chose, we
recognize that the line

between savagery and
society is frighteningly
t h i n — a n d  o n c e
crossed,  there  is  no
turning back.


