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UNLOCKING THE MAGIC: A COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE
WICKED JR THE MUSICAL SCRIPT

The world of musical theatre has a timeless allure, but for young
performers,  the  opportunity  to  step  into  the  shoes  of  iconic
characters is nothing short of life-changing. Few shows capture
the  imagination  quite  like  Wicked,  the  untold  story  of  the
witches of Oz. However, the full-length production is often too
demanding—in  terms  of  length,  vocal  range,  and  technical
requirements—for middle and high school troupes. This is where
the  Wicked  Jr  The  Musical  Script  comes  into  play.  This
carefully  adapted  version  unlocks  the  magic  of  the  beloved
Broadway  phenomenon,  making  it  accessible  for  a  new
generation  of  actors,  directors,  and  audiences.
Adapted by Music Theatre International (MTI) for their Broadway
Junior collection, this one-hour version retains the heart, soul, and
soaring  melodies  of  the  original  while  streamlining  the  story.
Whether you are a drama teacher planning your next season, a
parent supporting a budding star, or a student eager to read the
lines, understanding the nuances of the Wicked Jr The Musical
Script is essential. This guide will explore everything from the
plot's  adaptation  and  character  development  to  practical
production  tips  and  educational  value.

What is Wicked Jr? An
Overview of the Adaptation
Before delving into the script itself, it is important to understand
what  Wicked  Jr  is.  Officially  titled  Wicked:  The  Untold  Story  of
the  Witches  of  Oz  –  Broadway  Junior,  this  adaptation  is
specifically  designed  for  performers  aged  8  to  14.  The  primary
goal of the Wicked Jr The Musical Script is to preserve the
narrative integrity of the original while trimming the running time
to approximately 60 minutes.
The original Broadway musical, with music and lyrics by Stephen
Schwartz and a book by Winnie Holzman, runs for nearly three
hours. The junior version condenses the story through strategic
cuts to dialogue and music,  focusing on the core relationship
between Elphaba and Glinda. The script removes some of the
more complex political subplots and darker themes, presenting a
version  that  is  more  digestible  for  young  audiences  and
performers, without losing the emotional impact of the central
friendship.
It's also worth noting that the musical score has been adapted.
While the beloved songs like "Defying Gravity," "Popular," and
"For Good" remain intact, they have been transposed into lower
keys  and  simplified  slightly  to  accommodate  developing  voices.
The  script  and  score  work  in  tandem  to  ensure  that  young
performers can deliver a powerful performance without straining
their vocal cords.

Key Differences in the

Wicked Jr The Musical
Script
Directors who are familiar with the full version will notice several
distinct  differences  when  they  first  open  the  Wicked  Jr  The
Musical Script.  These changes are not simply cuts; they are
thoughtful adjustments to serve the younger cast.

STREAMLINED PLOT STRUCTURE

The  original  musical  is  dense  with  subplots  involving  Dr.
Dillamond, the wizard's propaganda machine, and the politics of
Oz.  In  the  Wicked  Jr  The  Musical  Script,  many  of  these
elements  are  simplified.  For  example,  the  character  of  Dr.
Dillamond  is  still  present  and  his  fate  is  still  a  catalyst  for
Elphaba's anger, but the time spent on the intricacies of Animal
rights is truncated. The focus remains squarely on the evolving
relationship between Galinda (later Glinda) and Elphaba,  from
rivalry to deep friendship, and Elphaba's eventual fall from grace.

CHARACTER FOCUS AND DIALOGUE ADJUSTMENTS

The language in the Wicked Jr The Musical Script has been
modified to be more direct and easier for young actors to deliver
convincingly. While the wit and humor remain, some of the more
sophisticated  verbal  sparring  has  been simplified.  The  character
of Fiyero becomes less of a cad and more of a straightforward
romantic lead, which helps younger audiences connect with his
arc. Nessarose and Boq also retain their roles, but their storylines
are streamlined to fit the tighter timeframe.

MUSICAL ADJUSTMENTS

As mentioned, the music is a critical component. In the Wicked
Jr The Musical Script, the show's running order remains largely
the same, but some songs are shortened.  For instance,  "One
Short  Day"  may  be  reduced,  and  "Thank  Goodness"  is  often
trimmed. The iconic "Defying Gravity" is still the act one closer
and is arguably the most important number in the show. The
arrangement is  designed to  be powerful  yet  achievable for  a
young  soprano.  The  show  also  removes  some  of  the  more
challenging choral passages, replacing them with unison lines or
simpler harmonies.

Why Choose Wicked Jr?
Educational and
Developmental Benefits
Adopting the Wicked Jr The Musical Script  for  a school  or
youth  theatre  program  offers  more  than  just  a  fun  show.  It
provides  a  rich  educational  experience.

Empathy and Social Awareness: The central theme of
the show—not judging people based on appearance or
rumors—is powerfully relevant for middle schoolers. The
script allows students to explore deep themes like
prejudice, friendship, and standing up for one's beliefs.
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Strong Female Characters: Elphaba and Glinda are two
of the most complex female roles in modern musical
theatre. The Wicked Jr The Musical Script allows young
actresses to portray characters who are intelligent,
ambitious, and flawed, moving beyond stereotypical
princess roles.
Vocal Development: While challenging, the adapted
score is an excellent tool for developing young voices. It
teaches breath control, emotional connection to a song,
and the discipline required for a full-length production.
Ensemble Work: Like the original, the junior version
requires a strong ensemble. The citizens of Oz are
constantly present, reacting and supporting the story. This
teaches young performers the importance of focus and
teamwork.

Finding and Using the
Wicked Jr The Musical
Script
For those looking to produce this show, it is crucial to know that
you cannot simply download a free copy of the Wicked Jr The
Musical Script from the internet. The script and accompanying
materials  are  licensed  exclusively  through  Music  Theatre
International (MTI). To obtain the script, a school or theatre
group must apply for a performance license. This license grants
the right to perform the show and provides access to the official
script, score, and production resources like choreography videos
and accompaniment tracks.

WHAT COMES IN A PRODUCTION KIT?
When you license the show through MTI, you typically receive a
comprehensive kit that includes:

The Official Script: The exact text of the Wicked Jr The
Musical Script.
Piano/Vocal Score: The music arranged for the junior
keys.
Choreography DVD: Step-by-step instruction for staging
the musical numbers, created by experts.
Rehearsal and Accompaniment Tracks: High-quality
recordings for rehearsal and performance.
Director's Guide: Tips on casting, staging, and thematic
exploration.

Acting Tips for Performing
the Wicked Jr Script
For young actors who are about to perform using the Wicked Jr
The  Musical  Script,  there  are  specific  challenges  to  be  aware
of.

Own the Green: Elphaba is not just "the bad guy." She is1.
a passionate, righteous young woman. When performing
from the Wicked Jr The Musical Script, avoid playing her
as angry all the time. Her vulnerability, especially in scenes
with Glinda and Fiyero, is what makes her eventual
rebellion so moving.
Glinda's Arc: Glinda starts as a superficial "popular" girl.2.
The journey of the Wicked Jr The Musical Script requires

her to grow into a wise leader. The comedy in "Popular"
must come from a place of genuine (if misguided) desire to
help, not from meanness.
Physicality: The script requires distinct physicality.3.
Elphaba is often stooped or defensive, while Glinda is light
and bubbly. In the second act, these roles reverse slightly
as Elphaba becomes more confident and Glinda becomes
more weighted with responsibility.
Emotional Honesty: The dialogue in the Wicked Jr The4.
Musical Script is powerful. When Elphaba says she is
"moved" by the Wizard's tricks, the audience needs to
believe she wants to be good. The tragedy comes from her
being misunderstood, not from her being evil.

Technical Considerations
for the Wicked Jr Script
The Wicked Jr The Musical Script does not require the massive
technical spectacle of the Broadway production, which is a major
advantage  for  schools.  However,  there  are  a  few  technical
elements that are essential to the story.

The Grimmerie: This is the ancient spell book. It should
look old, mysterious, and dangerous.
The Cloak and Hat: Elphaba's famous black hat and
Glinda's crown are iconic. They do not need to be
expensive, but they need to be recognizable.
The Dragon: Some productions simplify the Time Dragon
(the clock) or remove it entirely, but it is a great design
challenge for a set crew.
Special Effects for "Defying Gravity": The most iconic
moment is Elphaba rising. In a school setting, a simple 4-
foot platform, a chair, or a lighting effect (a white spotlight)
can imply the flight. The Wicked Jr The Musical Script
allows for creative interpretation. The focus should be on
the actor's vocal power and emotional commitment rather
than a complex flying rig.

Comparing Wicked Jr to
Other Junior Musicals
The Wicked Jr The Musical Script sits alongside other titans in
the Broadway Junior catalog, such as Disney's The Little Mermaid
Jr. and Into the Woods Jr.. However, it is distinct in its thematic
weight.  While  many  junior  musicals  are  purely  comedic  or
adventure-driven, Wicked Jr deals with serious moral questions.
This makes it a unique choice for a drama program that wants to
challenge  their  students  intellectually  and  emotionally.  The
language of the script is slightly more advanced than some other
junior  titles,  making  it  ideal  for  upper  middle  school  or  high
school freshmen.

Conclusion
The  Wicked  Jr  The  Musical  Script  is  a  masterclass  in
adaptation. It successfully distills a massive, complex Broadway
epic into a manageable, heartfelt, and profoundly moving hour of
theatre.  It  gives  young  performers  the  chance  to  tackle  rich
characters, sing an iconic score, and tell a story about friendship
and courage that resonates deeply with all ages. For directors, it
offers a structured, well-supported production package that yields
high artistic rewards. If you are looking to produce a show that is
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meaningful, challenging, and beloved by audiences, the Wicked Jr  The  Musical  Script  is  a  magical  choice  that  will  leave
everyone changed for good.


