
Wizard Of Oz Tv Guide 1

Wizard Of Oz Tv
Guide

Wizard Of Oz
Tv Guide

Downloaded
from

remodelicious.com
by Miya & Doyle

THE ENDURING
LEGACY: YOUR
ULTIMATE WIZARD
OF OZ TV GUIDE

For  generations,  the
words  “Toto,  I’ve  a
feeling  we’re  not  in
Kansas anymore” have
b e e n  a  c u l t u r a l
touchstone,  instantly
recogn izab le  and
deeply  nostalgic.  The
1939  MGM  musical,
The  Wizard  of  Oz,  is
more than just a film; it
is  a  shared  cultural
experience,  a  family
t r a d i t i o n ,  a n d  a
landmark  of  cinema
history.  A  significant

part  of  its  enduring
magic  lies  in  its  long-
standing  relationship
with  television.  Before
the  era  of  streaming
s e r v i c e s  a n d  o n -
demand  content,  the
annual  broadcast  of
The Wizard of Oz  was
an  event.  Famil ies
would  gather  around
their  television  sets,
consulted  their  local
Wizard  o f  Oz  TV
guide  l istings,  and
p r e p a r e d  t o  b e
transported  to  the
vibrant land of Oz. This
art ic le  serves  as  a
comprehensive  guide
to  understanding  and
n a v i g a t i n g  t h e
television  history  of
this  beloved  classic,
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f r o m  i t s  s t o r i e d
broadcast  past  to  its
m o d e r n - d a y
availabil ity.

THE GOLDEN AGE
OF THE ANNUAL
BROADCAST

T h e  s t o r y  o f  T h e
W i z a r d  o f  O z  o n
t e l e v i s i o n  i s
intrinsically  linked  to
the rise of the medium
itself.  After  its  initial
theatrical  release  and
a 1949 re-release, the
film  found  a  new,
massive  audience  on
the small  screen.  This
was  a  t ime  when  a
movie  premiere  on
network television was
a major cultural event,
and The Wizard of  Oz
was the crown jewel of
th is  programming
strategy.

CBS and
the
Family
Tradition
T h e  m o s t  f a m o u s
period  in  the  film’s
te levis ion  h istory
began  in  1959  when
CBS  acqu i red  the
broadcast  rights.  For
nearly  three  decades,
from 1959 to 1991, the
film became an annual
t r a d i t i o n  o n  t h e
n e t w o r k .  I t  w a s
typically  aired  as  a
specia l  te levis ion
event,  often  around
Easter,  with  the  first
few showings in  black
and white (before color
sets became common)
and  later  in  its  ful l
Technicolor splendor.
This  annual  ritual  was
so  powerful  that  i t
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shaped  how  multiple
g e n e r a t i o n s
experienced  the  film.
The  anticipation,  the
commercials,  and  the
communal  viewing
experience  were  all
part of the magic. The
Wizard  o f  Oz  TV
guide  listings  from
those  yea rs  were
cherished  artifacts,
often  circled  in  the
family  newspaper.  It
was  a  rare  moment
when  a  movie  could
command  the  entire
nation’s attention on a
school  or  work  night,
fostering  a  sense  of
shared wonder  that  is
rare today. The annual
broadcast  wasn't  just
about  watch ing  a
movie;  it  was  about
par t ic ipat ing  in  a
nationwide  ritual  of
childhood  wonder  and
family bonding.

Landmark
Viewershi
p and
Cultural
Impact
T h e  v i e w e r s h i p
numbers  during  this
era were staggering. At
its peak, an estimated
40 to 45 million people
would  tune  in  for  the
annual broadcast. This
massive,  consistent
audience cemented the
film’s  place  in  the
A m e r i c a n
consciousness.  It  was
during these television
airings  that  specific
l i nes ,  songs ,  and
moments  became
p e r m a n e n t l y
e m b e d d e d  i n  t h e
culture.  For  example,
the collective “boo” for
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the  Wicked  Witch  of
the West or the sigh of
relief  when  Dorothy
returns  home  were
reactions  shared  by
millions  in  their  living
rooms.
The commercial breaks
were also a unique part
of  the  experience.
Advert isers  paid  a
premium to be part of
such  a  high-profile
e v e n t ,  a n d  t h e
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s
themse lves  have
become  nosta lg ic
artifacts.  The  annual
broadcast  effectively
c r e a t e d  a  s e l f -
contained cultural loop
for a generation, where
the  film,  the
commercials,  and  the
TV guide were all part
of  a  single,  cherished
memory.

NAVIGATING THE
POST-NETWORK
ERA

The  annual  broadcast
tradition on CBS ended
i n  1 9 9 1 ,  a s  t h e
landscape of television
began to fragment with
the rise of cable, VCRs,
a n d  l a t e r ,  D V D s .
However,  this  did  not
mean the  end  of  The
W i z a r d  o f  O z  o n
television.  Instead,  it
marked a transition to
a  n e w  e r a  o f
availabil ity.

The Shift
to Cable
and
Syndicati
on
After  the  exclusive
r i g h t s  w i t h  C B S
expired, the film began
to  appear  on  various
cable  channels .  I t
found a new home on



Wizard Of Oz Tv Guide 5

5

networks like TBS, TNT,
a n d  t h e  D i s n e y
Channel.  For  many
children  born  in  the
1990s and early 2000s,
their  first  experience
with  the  film  might
have been on a cable
c h a n n e l  d u r i n g  a
hol iday  marathon.
Wh i le  th i s  pe r iod
lacked  the  singular,
national “event” status
of the CBS broadcasts,
it  made  the  film  more
accessible.  A  quick
look at a Wizard of Oz
TV  guide  from  the
2000s  might  show
multiple airings across
severa l  channe l s
throughout  the  year,
especia l ly  around
Halloween and Easter.

From
Televisio

n Screen
to Living
Room
Libraries
The  release  of  the  film
on  home  video,  from
VHS to DVD and then
Blu-ray,  fundamentally
changed  how  people
watched it. The power
s h i f t e d  f r o m  t h e
network  schedulers  to
the  individual  viewer.
T h i s  w a s
d e m o c r a t i z i n g ,
allowing  families  to
watch  the  film
whenever they wished,
without  needing  to
consult  a  Wizard  of
O z  T V  g u i d e .
However,  something
was  a lso  los t :  the
collective  anticipation
a n d  t h e  s h a r e d
national  timing  of  the
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viewing experience.
Desp i t e  t h i s ,  t he
televised  broadcasts
have continued to hold
a  special  place.  Even
with  the  convenience
of home media,  many
viewers  still  enjoy the
“appointment viewing”
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a
scheduled  airing.  It
provides  a  structure
and a shared sense of
occasion that watching
a disc cannot replicate.

YOUR MODERN
WIZARD OF OZ TV
GUIDE: WHERE TO
WATCH TODAY

In  the  current  age  of
streaming  wars  and
ever-changing  content
libraries,  finding  where
to watch The Wizard of
Oz can be a challenge.
The  film’s  home  is
constantly  shifting.
Here is a breakdown of
the  most  common
places  to  find  it  today,

serving  as  a  modern
Wizard  o f  Oz  TV
guide  for  the  2020s
and beyond.

Tradition
al TV and
Cable
Listings
For  those  who  prefer
linear  television,  The
Wizard of Oz  is  still  a
s tap le  on  severa l
premium  and  basic
cable  channels.  You
can  often  find  it  airing
on the following:

Turner Classic
Movies (TCM):
TCM frequently
includes the film
in its lineup,
especially during
classic movie
marathons and
holidays. They
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often present it
in its original
Technicolor glory
with insightful
commentary or
context.
Warner Bros.
Discovery
Networks: As
the film is owned
by Warner Bros.,
it often appears
on various WB-
owned channels,
including TBS,
TNT, and Cartoon
Network,
particularly
during holiday
seasons.
Local
Broadcast
Stations: During
holiday
weekends, local
stations may air
the film in
syndication.
Checking the
local Wizard of
Oz TV guide in
your newspaper

or on a site like
TV Guide.com is
still a valid way
to find these
broadcasts.

Streamin
g
Services
and
Digital
Platforms
For the modern viewer,
streaming is often the
preferred  method.
However,  the  license
for  a  classic  like  The
Wizard of Oz can move
between services. Here
are the most common
digital locations:

Max (formerly
HBO Max): As a
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Warner Bros.
Discovery
product, Max has
been a primary
streaming home
for the film. It is
often available
as part of the
basic
subscription.
Amazon Prime
Video: The film
is frequently
available for
purchase or
rental on
Amazon Prime
Video. It may
also be included
with a
subscription to
premium
channels like
HBO (via Prime
Video Channels).
Apple TV,
YouTube, and
Vudu: These
platforms
typically offer the
film for digital
purchase or rent.

Prices can vary,
but it is almost
always available
for a small fee.
The Criterion
Channel:
Occasionally, the
Criterion Channel
offers the film as
part of a
collection
focused on
classic Hollywood
or
cinematography,
presenting a
pristine digital
transfer.

Pro Tip: The best way
to  find  the  current
streaming location is to
use  a  serv ice  l i ke
JustWatch or Reelgood.
These websites act as
a  comprehens ive
Wizard  o f  Oz  TV
guide  for  the  digital
age ,  showing  you
exactly which services
have  the  film  in  your
region.
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Special
Broadcas
t and
Event
Screening
s
Whi l e  t he  annua l
network event is over,
there  are  still  special
broadcasts  to  look
f o r w a r d  t o .  F o r
example ,  Fa thom
Events  occasionally
partners  with  TCM  to
bring  classic  films  like
The Wizard of Oz back
to  movie  theaters  for
special  anniversary
s c r e e n i n g s .
Furthermore,  some
premium  TV  services
m a y  d o  a  “ 4 K
restoration”  showcase
of  the  film,  advertising

i t  a s  a  s p e c i a l
te lev i s ion  event .
Checking  a  dedicated
Wizard  o f  Oz  TV
guide  or  movie  news
site  will  help  you  find
these  rare,  exciting
events.

BEYOND THE MAIN
FEATURE: SPIN-
OFFS AND
RELATED TV
SHOWS

A comprehensive guide
to the Wizard of Oz on
television  must  also
include the many films,
series,  and  specials  it
has inspired. The world
o f  Oz  i s  vas t ,  and
television  has  been  a
fertile  ground  for  its
expansion.

Animated
Series
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and
Sequels
Severa l  an imated
se r i e s  have  been
c r e a t e d  o v e r  t h e
decades, including the
1990s  The  Wizard  of
Oz animated series and
t h e  m o r e  r e c e n t
D o r o t h y  a n d  t h e
W i z a r d  o f  O z
( 2 0 1 7 - 2 0 2 0 )  o n
Cartoon  Network  and
later  Boomerang.
These shows bring the
characters  back  for
n e w  a d v e n t u r e s ,
catering  to  younger
audiences.  A  quick
search  in  the  Wizard
of  Oz  TV  guide  for
cartoon  channels  will
often  reveal  these
series  airing  in  the
mornings.

Prequels
and
Reimagini
ngs
Television  has  also
been  the  home  for
dramatic reimaginings.
The  NBC  miniseries
The  Tin  Man  (2007)
s t a r r i n g  Z o o e y
Deschanel was a dark,
sci-fi  twist  on  the
classic  story.  More
recently,  the  WGN
America series Emerald
City  (2017)  offered  a
gritty,  adult-oriented
take on the Land of Oz.
While  these  are  not
direct  adaptations  of
the  1939  film,  they
draw  heavily  from  its
imagery  and  themes,
keeping the spirit of Oz
a l ive  on  the  smal l
screen.
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Documen
taries
and
Making-
Of
Specials
For  fans  interested  in
the  history  of  the  film
itself,  television  has
produced  wonderful
documentaries.  Look
for  t i t les  l i ke  The
Wonderful  Wizard  of
Oz:  The  Making  of  a
Movie  Classic  or  the
m o r e  r e c e n t  T h e
Dreamer of  Oz.  These
are often aired on PBS
or  TCM.  A  dedicated
Wizard  o f  Oz  TV
guide  s ea rch  f o r
“documentaries  about
the Wizard of Oz” will
often  yield  several

great  options.

WHY THE TV GUIDE
STILL MATTERS

In  an  age  of  DVRs,
streaming queues, and
p e r s o n a l i z e d
a l g o r i t h m s ,  t h e
concept of a TV guide
m i g h t  s e e m
antiquated.  However,
the Wizard of Oz TV
guide  is  more  than
just  a  schedule  of  air
times. It is a symbol of
a bygone era of shared
media  consumption,  a
tool for creating family
traditions, and a way to
r e c o n n e c t  w i t h  a
beloved  classic.
Consulting a TV guide
to  find  the  next  airing
of The Wizard of Oz is
an  act  of  intention.  It
signals  that  you  are
choosing to participate
in  a  shared  cultural
experience.  It’s  a way
to say, “At 8:00 PM on
Saturday,  we’re  going
to  watch  Dorothy  and
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friends.”  It  creates  a
po int  o f  focus ,  an
anchor  in  a  sea  o f
endless content.

CONCLUSION:
KEEPING THE
MAGIC ALIVE

The Wizard of Oz  is a
timeless  story  about
home,  friendship,  and
the power of believing
in yourself. Its journey
on television has been
as  remarkab le  as
Dorothy’s  journey  on
the Yellow Brick Road.
From the appointment
viewing  of  the  annual
CBS broadcasts to the
on-demand  streaming
we  enjoy  today,  the
film  has  consistently
found its way back into
our  homes  and  our
hearts.
Whether  you  are  a
pur i s t  who  fond ly

remembers  the  family
gatherings  around  a
black-and-white  set,  a
parent  introducing the
film  to  a  new
g e n e r a t i o n  v i a  a
streaming service, or a
collector hunting for a
pristine  digital  copy,
the magic remains the
same.  The  next  time
you  feel  the  urge  to
“follow the yellow brick
road,” take a moment
to look up the current
Wizard  o f  Oz  TV
guide.  You  might  be
s u r p r i s e d  a n d
delighted  to  find  that,
despite all the changes
in  technology  and
media,  the  film  is
never  really  that  far
away. There’s no place
like home—and with a
little help from your TV
guide,  that  home  can
always include a trip to
Oz.


