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MASTERING THE PLATINUM: YOUR ULTIMATE TROPHY
GUIDE FOR UNCHARTED 3

Uncharted 3: Drake's Deception is widely regarded as one of the
most cinematic and thrilling entries in the Naughty Dog franchise.
With its  spectacular  set  pieces,  memorable characters,  and a
gripping  narrative  spanning  the  globe,  it  offers  PlayStation
gamers an unforgettable adventure. However, for achievement
hunters and completionists, the game also presents a formidable
challenge.  Earning the coveted Platinum trophy requires  skill,
patience, and a strategic approach. This comprehensive trophy
guide Uncharted 3  is  designed to  help  you navigate  every
challenge, from the story-related unlocks to the most demanding
combat and collectible trophies.  Whether you are a seasoned
veteran or a newcomer to the series, this guide will provide the
roadmap you need to achieve 100% completion.

UNDERSTANDING THE TROPHY STRUCTURE

Before diving into the gameplay, it is essential to understand the
structure of the trophy list. The base game features a total of 51
trophies, including one Platinum, one Gold, nine Silver, and 40

Bronze  trophies.  In  addition,  the  Game  of  the  Year  Edition
includes  the  trophies  for  the  two  major  DLC  packs,  Drake's
Deception and Co-op Adventure. This guide will focus primarily on
the single-player trophies, which form the bulk of the list.
The trophies can be broadly categorized into three types: Story-
related,  Collectible-based,  and  Combat/Challenge-based.  The
story  trophies  are  automatic  and  impossible  to  miss.  The
collectible trophies require thorough exploration of each chapter.
The combat and challenge trophies are the most  demanding,
often requiring specific tactics or high difficulty settings.

Story-Related Trophies
(Automatic)
These trophies unlock simply by progressing through the main
campaign. There are no requirements beyond finishing the story.
You  will  earn  trophies  for  completing  each  chapter  and  for
finishing  the  game  on  any  difficulty.  This  is  the  most
straightforward part of the journey. Playing through the narrative
once  will  net  you  a  significant  number  of  bronze  and  silver
trophies.
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Chapter Completion: Each of the 22 chapters has a
corresponding bronze trophy for finishing it.
First Treasure: The very first collectible you find will
unlock this bronze trophy.
Finish the Game: Completing the story on any difficulty
grants a silver trophy.

COLLECTIBLE TROPHIES: THE SEARCH FOR TREASURE

Uncharted  3  is  filled  with  100  treasures  to  discover,  along  with
several hidden items like Strange Relics and Photos. Finding all
collectibles is a prerequisite for the Platinum trophy. This is a
time-consuming task that requires patience and a good eye.

Tips for Finding All
Treasures

Play on Explorer Difficulty: This is the easiest setting,
allowing you to focus entirely on exploration without
worrying about enemies.
Enable In-Game Hints: The game provides subtle audio
and visual cues when you are near a treasure. Listen for
the distinctive chime.
Use a Step-by-Step Guide: There are numerous video
and text guides available. Using a chapter-by-chapter list
will save you hours of backtracking.
Chapter Select: If you miss a treasure, you can use
Chapter Select to revisit any level. Your progress for each

chapter is saved independently.

Strange Relics and Other
Collectibles
Beyond the treasures, there are three Strange Relics hidden in
the game. Finding all of them will unlock a unique item in the
Extras  menu.  These  relics  are  well-hidden  and  often  require
solving a small environmental puzzle. Additionally, there are 13
Photo  Opportunities.  Taking  a  photo  of  a  specific  landmark  or
scene using the in-game camera will unlock a special character
model. These are easy to miss if you do not know where to look.
The collectible trophies are time-consuming but not difficult. With
dedication and a good guide, you can clear this category in a
single playthrough.

COMBAT AND DIFFICULTY TROPHIES

This is where the real challenge lies. Several trophies require you
to complete the game on the hardest difficulty, Crushing, and to
complete  specific  combat  objectives  without  restarting  the
checkpoint.  This  is  the  core  of  any  serious  trophy  guide
Uncharted 3.
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Conquering Crushing Mode
Crushing difficulty is unlocked after completing the game on any
difficulty.  In  this  mode,  enemies  are  far  more  aggressive,  deal
significantly  more  damage,  and  have  better  aim.  Your  health
does not regenerate as quickly, and ammunition is scarce. Here
are strategies to master this mode:

Master the Cover System: Never stay out in the open for
more than a second. Use blind fire to suppress enemies and
then pop out for accurate shots.
Weapon Management: Always carry a powerful weapon
like the G-MAL or the M9. Use pistols for weak enemies and
save shotguns for close encounters.
Stealth is Your Friend: Many encounters can be partially
cleared with stealth kills. Use the environment to your
advantage. Quietly take out isolated enemies before the
main fight begins.
Use Melee Wisely: The melee system in Uncharted 3 is
improved, but on Crushing, you will die quickly if you get
surrounded. Use melee only when you have a clear
advantage.
Checkpoint Conservation: Do not rush. Dying is
frequent, but the game is generous with checkpoints. Take
your time and clear each area methodically.

Specific Combat Trophies
Some trophies require very specific actions. Here are a few of the
trickiest ones:

Stealth Master: Finish a certain number of encounters
without being detected. This requires patience and careful
observation of patrol routes.
Brawler: Defeat a specific number of enemies using only
melee attacks in a single playthrough. This is easier on
lower difficulties.
Sharpshooter: Perform a set number of headshots. Use
the M9 or the G-MAL for best accuracy.
Bare Knuckle: Defeat a boss character without using a
weapon. This requires memorizing attack patterns.

For these trophies, it is recommended to create a separate save
file before the specific encounter.  If  you fail,  you can reload the
save and try again without replaying the entire chapter.

CO-OP AND MULTIPLAYER TROPHIES

The original release of Uncharted 3 featured a robust multiplayer
component. However, with the closure of online servers for the
PS3 version, some of these trophies became unobtainable. If you
are  playing  the  remastered  Uncharted:  The  Nathan  Drake
Collection  on PS4 or  PS5,  the multiplayer trophies have been
removed from the  list.  This  is  a  welcome change  for  trophy
hunters, as it makes the Platinum entirely achievable offline.
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If  you are playing the original PS3 version, the co-op trophies
require a second player and a stable internet connection. These
include completing all co-op objectives in the various Arenas and
mastering  specific  co-op  challenge  modes.  This  was  the  most
frustrating part of the original list, as it relied on server stability
and finding cooperative partners.

OPTIMIZING YOUR PLAYTHROUGHS

To  minimize  time  and  effort,  a  strategic  playthrough  order  is
essential.  Here  is  the  recommended  approach  for  any
comprehensive  trophy  guide  Uncharted  3:

First Playthrough (Explorer or Normal): Focus on the1.
story and collect all 100 treasures. Do not worry about
difficulty or specific combat challenges. This will unlock
most of the bronze and silver trophies.
Cleanup Playthrough (Chapter Select): Use Chapter2.
Select to find any missing treasures, Strange Relics, and
Photo Opportunities. Also, complete any easy combat
trophies you missed on the first run.
Crushing Playthrough: Start a new game on Crushing3.
difficulty. Use the skills you developed and the tips from
this guide. This will unlock the gold trophy for completing
the game on the hardest difficulty.
Speed Run (Optional): There is no trophy for speed in4.
the base game, but if you want to test your skills, try to
complete the game in under six hours.

Avoiding Common Pitfalls
Several mistakes can easily derail your trophy hunting progress.
Be aware of these common pitfalls:

Oversaving: While the game auto-saves, you cannot
manually save. If you miss a collectible, you must replay
the entire chapter.
Ignoring the Statistics Menu: The in-game stats menu
shows your progress per chapter. Use this to track which
treasures you have already found.
Rushing on Crushing: Impatience is the number one
cause of death on Crushing. Slow down, use cover, and
plan your attacks.
Forgetting to Equip Cheats: After unlocking cheats (like
Infinite Ammo or One-Shot Kill) in the Extras menu, you can
enable them on a second playthrough. However, cheats
disable trophy progression. Do not use them on your
Crushing run.

DETAILED GUIDE FOR THE MOST DEMANDING
TROPHIES

Let us break down a few of the most difficult individual trophies,
providing specific strategies for each.
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The "Master" Trophy
This is the hardest combat-based trophy. To earn it, you must
complete every combat encounter in the game without dying.
This requires an almost flawless run. The biggest challenge is the
later chapters, which feature multiple waves of heavily armored
enemies. The best strategy is to use the environment to separate
enemies and use grenades to break up groups. Always prioritize
the  most  dangerous  foes  first,  such  as  those  with  shotguns  or
RPGs.

The "Explorer" Trophy
This  trophy  is  deceptive.  It  requires  you  to  find  every  single
optional  conversation and interaction in  the game.  These are
missable  and  often  require  you  to  stop  and  listen  to  a
conversation  between  characters  before  triggering  the  next
event.  The easiest way to get this is to follow a step-by-step
video guide. Many of these interactions occur in the hub areas of
the game, such as the city of Cartagena or the shipyard.

The "Unstoppable" Trophy
This  trophy  is  tied  to  completing  a  specific  trophy  guide
Uncharted 3 challenge in the co-op mode. Since the servers are
down for the PS3 version, this is only relevant if you are playing
via a private server hack or the remastered collection (where it is
removed).  If  it  is  sti l l  active,  focus  on  teamwork  and

communicating  with  your  partner.  The  co-op  arenas  require
synchronized actions and covering each other's backs.

WHY THIS TROPHY LIST IS REWARDING

The  Uncharted  3  trophy  list  is  highly  regarded  among  the
PlayStation community for several reasons. First, it respects the
player's  time.  Most  trophies  are  achievable  through  skill  and
patience,  not  through  tedious  grinding.  Second,  the  difficulty
curve  is  fair.  The  Crushing  mode  is  challenging  but  not
impossible, and the combat trophies encourage players to master
the  game's  mechanics.  Finally,  the  narrative  trophies  reward
exploration and a deep engagement with the story. Earning the
Platinum  in  Uncharted  3  feels  like  a  true  accomplishment,
reflecting a complete understanding of the game.

FINAL PREPARATIONS

Before you start your trophy hunting journey, ensure you have
the following:

A Stable System: Make sure your console is not
overheating. A crash during a Crushing run can set you
back hours.
External References: Keep a browser open with a video
guide for treasures and a text guide for tricky encounters.
Patience: This is the most important tool. Do not get
frustrated by repeated deaths. Each failure teaches you a
better strategy.

Remember  that  the  experience  is  meant  to  be  fun.  If  you  find
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yourself  getting angry, take a break. The rewards will  still  be
there when you return.

CONCLUSION

Earning the Platinum trophy in Uncharted 3 is a testament to
your  dedication  and  skill  as  a  gamer.  It  requires  you  to
experience  every  facet  of  the  game,  from  its  breathtaking
narrative to its intense combat and meticulous exploration. By
following this


