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WHY MASTERING
THE FILMIC PRO
USER GUIDE
ELEVATES YOUR
MOBILE
CINEMATOGRAPHY

In  an  era  where  the
s m a r t p h o n e  i s
increasingly  becoming
the  primary  tool  for
content  creat ion ,
h a v i n g  t h e  r i g h t
software can make the
difference  between
a m a t e u r - l o o k i n g
f o o t a g e  a n d
pro fess iona l -g rade
cinema.  While  your
p h o n e ’ s  d e f a u l t

c a m e r a  a p p  i s
d e s i g n e d  f o r
convenience and point-
and-shoot simplicity, it
o f t e n  h i d e s  t h e
granular  controls  that
videographers  crave.
This is where Filmic Pro
s teps  i n .  I t  i s  no t
merely a camera app;
it  is  a  full-fledged
production  suite  that
puts  the  power  of  a
b r o a d c a s t - g r a d e
camera in the palm of
your  hand.  However,
w i th  g rea t  power
comes a steep learning
curve.  Many  users
download the app, get
intimidated  by  the
complex interface, and
fail  to  unlock  its  true
potent ia l .  That  i s
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precisely  why  this
comprehensive  Filmic
Pro  user  guide  exists.
Whether  you  are  a
budding  filmmaker,  a
journalist,  or  a  social
media  influencer,
understanding  the
n u a n c e s  o f  t h i s
application  will  allow
y o u  t o  c a p t u r e
stunning,  professional-
qual i ty  v ideo  that
stands out.  This guide
will  walk  you  through
everything  from  the
b a s i c  l a y o u t  t o
advanced features like
log recording and dual-
s t r e a m  c a p t u r e ,
ensur ing  you  can
confidently  take
command  o f  you r
mobile  camera.

GETTING STARTED:
THE INTERFACE
AND INITIAL SETUP

B e f o r e  y o u  s t a r t
r e c o r d i n g ,  i t  i s
essential to understand
the layout of the Filmic

Pro  interface.  At  first
glance,  the  screen  is
cluttered  with  dials,
buttons,  and  meters,
but  each  e lement
serves  a  specific
purpose.  Familiarizing
yourself  with  these
components is  the first
step in any solid Filmic
Pro user guide.

Orienting
Yourself
with the
Main
Screen
The primary viewfinder
takes  up  most  of  the
screen.  Flanking  the
viewfinder  are  the
control  modules.  On
the  l e f t  s ide ,  you
typically  find  the  focus
and exposure controls,
often  represented  by
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circular  dials.  On  the
right  side,  you  have
access  to  frame  rate
selection,  resolution
settings, and the zoom
slider. At the top of the
screen,  you  will  find
critical  information
such  as  battery  life,
storage remaining, and
the  cur rent  aud io
levels.
T h e  m o s t  c r u c i a l
element  for  beginners
to  understand  is  the
separation of focus and
exposure. In your stock
camera  app,  tapping
the  screen  sets  both
focus  and  exposure
together. In Filmic Pro,
you  can  lock  these
independently.  To  do
this,  simply  tap  and
hold on the screen to
l o c k  t h e  c u r r e n t
exposure  or  focus
point.  You  wi l l  see
indicators  change
color,  confirming  the
lock. This separation is
f u n d a m e n t a l  f o r

creating  professional
l o o k s ,  s u c h  a s  a
shallow  depth  of  field
with  precise  exposure
control.

Selecting
the
Correct
Resolutio
n and
Frame
Rate
One  of  the  first
decisions you will make
in your Filmic Pro user
g u i d e  j o u r n e y  i s
choosing  your  output
settings.  Navigate  to
the  settings  menu,
usually represented by
a  g e a r  i c o n ,  t o
configure  these
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p a r a m e t e r s .  T h e
resolution  options  will
depend on your device,
but  common  choices
include  4K,  2.5K,  and
1080p.
For cinematic work, 24
frames  per  second
(fps)  is  the  standard.
For  content  destined
for  the  web  or  social
media, 30 fps is often
preferred.  If  you  plan
to  do  s low-mot ion
effects,  you  will  want
to  se lect  a  h igher
frame rate, such as 60
fps or 120 fps, if your
device  supports  it.  A
critical  tip  from  any
expert  Filmic Pro user
guide  is  to  a lways
match your frame rate
wi th  your  shut ter
speed  fo r  natura l
motion blur. The "180-
degree  rule"  applies
here:  your  shutter
s p e e d  s h o u l d  b e
double your frame rate
(e .g . ,  1 /48 th  o f  a
second for 24 fps).

MASTERING
MANUAL
CONTROLS FOR
PROFESSIONAL
RESULTS

The heart of the Filmic
P r o  u s e r  g u i d e
experience  lies  in  its
manual controls. Unlike
automatic  modes  that
guess  a t  the  bes t
se t t i ngs ,  manua l
control  allows  you  to
creatively  shape  the
image.

Controllin
g Focus
and
Depth of
Field
Filmic  Pro  provides
several  methods  for
controlling  focus.  The
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most straightforward is
the  rack  focus  slider.
This  a l lows  you  to
smoothly  pull  focus
from  a  foreground
s u b j e c t  t o  a
background  subject,  a
technique  commonly
used  in  nar ra t i ve
filmmaking.  You  can
also use the touch-to-
focus feature, which is
more precise for static
shots.
F o r  e v e n  g r e a t e r
control,  activate  the
focus peaking feature.
When enabled, you will
see  a  colored  overlay
(usually red or blue) on
the parts of the image
that are in sharp focus.
Th i s  v i sua l  a i d  i s
i n v a l u a b l e  w h e n
shooting with a shallow
depth  of  field,  as  it
ensures  your  subject
remains crisp while the
background  b lurs
beautifully.  This  is  a
ha l lmark  f ea tu re
discussed  in  every

thorough  Filmic  Pro
u s e r  g u i d e  f o r
advanced  users.

Mastering
Exposure:
ISO,
Shutter
Speed,
and ND
Filters
E x p o s u r e  i s  t h e
backbone of any good
image. Filmic Pro gives
you  direct  access  to
ISO and shutter speed.
Lower ISO values (such
as  50  or  100)  yield
cleaner,  less  noisy
images,  while  higher
ISO values allow you to
s h o o t  i n  d a r k e r
environments  at  the
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cost  of  grain.
Shutter speed controls
m o t i o n  b l u r .  A s
mentioned  earlier,
adhering  to  the  180-
degree rule is vital for
a  c inemat ic  l ook .
However,  in  bright
daylight,  achieving  a
slow shutter speed like
1/48th of a second can
be  difficult.  The  native
device  camera  cannot
physically  stop  down
the aperture enough to
block out light. This is
where  neutral  density
(ND)  filters  come  into
play.  While  Filmic  Pro
cannot apply a physical
ND  filter,  every
professional  Filmic Pro
u s e r  g u i d e  w i l l
recommend purchasing
a  clip-on  ND  filter  for
your  smartphone.
These  filters  act  like
sunglasses  for  your
lens,  allowing  you  to
m a i n t a i n  a  w i d e
aperture  and  s low
shutter  speed even in

direct sunlight.

Understa
nding the
Histogra
m and
Zebras
To  achieve  perfect
exposure,  you  should
not rely solely on your
eyes.  The  screen's
br ightness  can  be
deceptive. Instead, use
the  histogram.  This
t o o l  s h o w s  t h e
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f
brightness  levels  in
your image. A properly
exposed image usually
has  a  be l l -shaped
curve that does not clip
a g a i n s t  t h e  l e f t
(shadows)  or  r ight
(highlights)  edge.
Zebra  s t r ipes  a re
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another exposure tool.
When  enabled,  they
over lay  a  s t r iped
pattern  on  areas  that
a r e  o v e r e x p o s e d
(clipped  whites).  By
adjusting  your  ISO  or
shutter speed until the
zebras disappear  from
your  subject's  face  or
key details, you ensure
that  you are retaining
highlight  detail.  These
t o o l s  a r e  n o n -
negotiable  for  anyone
serious  about  using  a
Filmic Pro user guide to
improve  their  image
quality.

ADVANCED
FEATURES: LOG
RECORDING AND
COLOR GRADING

O n c e  y o u  a r e
comfortable  with  the
manual  controls,  the
next step in your Filmic
Pro user guide journey
i s  unders tand ing
advanced  recording
formats,  particularly

flat  or  "log"  color
profiles.

What is
Filmic Pro
Log?
S t a n d a r d  v i d e o
r e c o r d i n g s  a r e
p rocessed  by  the
phone's software to be
vibrant  and  contrasty,
which  looks  good  on
social  media  but  offers
very  little  flexibility  for
color  grading.  Filmic
Pro  offers  a  "Log"
mode.  A  log  profile
records  a  flat,
desaturated image that
preserves  a  much
wider  dynamic  range.
This  means  you  are
c a p t u r i n g  m o r e
information  in  the
s h a d o w s  a n d
highlights.  While  the
footage looks "washed
out" straight out of the



8

8 Filmic Pro User Guide 2024-05-29

camera,  it  contains  a
massive  amount  of
d a t a  t h a t  c a n  b e
m o l d e d  i n  p o s t -
production.
To use this, navigate to
the color  settings and
select  a  "Flatter"  or
"Log"  setting.  With
Filmic  Pro's  advanced
log mode (available via
in-app  purchase),  you
can capture a true log
gamma curve, allowing
for  professional  color
matching  between
your  smar tphone
footage  and  footage
from  high-end  cinema
c a m e r a s .  A n y
advanced  Filmic  Pro
user  guide  will  stress
that recording in log is
essential  for  projects
requiring  a  specific
"look"  that  cannot  be
ach ieved  w i th  in -
camera  processing.

Color
Grading
the Log
Footage
After  recording in  log,
you  must  grade  your
footage  in  a  v ideo
editor  like  Final  Cut
Pro,  DaVinci  Resolve,
or Adobe Premiere Pro.
The  process  involves
applying  a  LUT  (Look
Up  Table)  to  convert
the flat log image back
to a standard Rec. 709
color  space,  and  then
creatively adjusting the
colors  to  match  your
vision. Filmic Pro even
provides  free  LUTs  to
get  you  started.  This
workflow,  while
requiring an extra step,
elevates  your  mobile
films  to  a  professional
level.
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AUDIO: THE OFTEN
OVERLOOKED
ELEMENT

A  great  p ic ture  i s
useless  without  good
aud io .  F i lm i c  P ro
provides  more  control
over  sound  than  any
default  camera  app.
This  section  of  the
Filmic  Pro  user  guide
focuses  on  getting
pristine  audio.

Manual
Audio
Levels
and
Monitorin
g
In  the  audio  settings,
y o u  c a n  d i s a b l e
automatic gain control

(AGC) .  AGC  i s  the
enemy  of  good  audio
because  it  boosts  the
volume of quiet sounds
(like  room  hum)  and
cuts  off  loud  sounds
(like a person yelling).
By turning AGC off, you
can  manually  set  the
audio  gain  using  a
slider.  Aim  for  your
audio  levels  to  peak
a r o u n d  - 1 2  t o  - 6
decibels  (dB)  to  avoid
c l i p p i n g  w h i l e
maintaining  a  clean
signal. You will see the
audio  meters  moving
in  real-t ime.  I f  the
meters hit the red zone
(0  dB),  your  audio  is
clipping and distorted.
L o w e r  t h e  g a i n
immediately.

Connecti
ng
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External
Micropho

nes
While  the  internal
m i c r o p h o n e s  o n
modern  smartphones
are  impressive,  they
are no substitute for an
external mic. Filmic Pro
supports a wide variety
o f  e x t e r n a l
microphones  via  the
headphone  jack  or
Lightning/USB-C  port.
Whether you are using
a  l ava l i e r  m ic  fo r
interviews or a shotgun
mic  for  directional
audio, Filmic Pro allows
you to select the input
source.  Within  the
set t ings ,  you  can
monitor  your  audio
through headphones to
ensure  zero  latency
and  perfect  clarity.  A
reliable Filmic Pro user
gu ide  w i l l  a lways

remind you: invest in a
good  mic rophone
before  buying  a  new
lens.

COMPOSITION AND
FRAMING TOOLS

Composition is the art
of  arranging  elements
within  your  frame.
Filmic  Pro  includes
several  tools  to  help
you  shoot  perfectly
framed  footage.

Grids and
Guides
In the overlay settings,
y o u  c a n  a c t i v a t e
various grids. The most
famous is  the Rule  of
Thirds  gr id,  which
divides the frame into
n ine  equa l  pa r t s .
Placing your subject on
the  intersections  of
these  lines  creates  a
more  dynamic  and
balanced  image  than
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centering  them.  You
c a n  a l s o  e n a b l e
crosshairs  or  a  center
marker  for  precise
a l i g n m e n t .  F o r
anamorphic lens users,
a c t i v a t e  t h e
"desqueeze" feature so
the preview shows the
correct  wide  aspect
ratio without distortion.

Locking
Orientatio
n and
Horizon
Level
A common mistake for
beginners  is  shooting
with  a  tilted  horizon.
Filmic  Pro  includes  a
horizon level indicator.
This  is  a  simple  line
that turns green when
your phone is perfectly
level.  Always  engage

this  tool,  especially
when  shooting  static
l a n d s c a p e s  o r
arch i tecture .  You
should  also  lock  your
or ientat ion  in  the
settings to prevent the
app  from  accidentally
rotating  the  image
when  you  t i l t  your
phone.

DUAL STREAM
RECORDING AND
MULTI-CAMERA
OPTIONS

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
powerfu l  features
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e
advanced  version  of
Filmic Pro is the ability
to  record  two  video
s t r e a m s
simultaneously. This is
a  game-changer  for
interview  setups  or
vlogging.
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Using
Front and
Rear
Cameras

Together
With  Dua l  S t ream
recording,  you  can
capture  footage  from
the front-facing camera
and the rear camera at
the same time. This is
perfect  for  a  reaction
video or  a travel  vlog
where  you  want  to
show  what  you  are
seeing as well as your
own commentary.  The
output is a split-screen
file,  or  you  can  record
a  clean  feed  of  each
camera  separately  for
more  flexibility  in
editing. Of course, this
feature  is  taxing  on
your phone's processor

and storage, so ensure
y o u  h a v e  a  h i g h -
performance  device.
T h i s  a d v a n c e d
capability  is  often  the
highlight of an in-depth
Filmic  Pro  user  guide
for content creators.

PERFORMANCE
OPTIMIZATION
AND STORAGE
MANAGEMENT

F i l m i c  P r o  i s  a
demanding application.
To  ensure  smooth
operation, you need to
manage  your  device's
performance.

Battery
and Heat
Managem
ent
Recording  high-bitrate
4K video will drain your
battery  and  heat  up
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your phone. High heat
can cause the  app to
crash or the phone to
throttle  performance.
To mitigate this,  close
all  background  apps
before  recording.  If
possible,  remove  your
phone  case  to  allow
heat  to  dissipate.  For
l o n g  r e c o r d i n g
sessions, use a battery
pack to keep the phone
charged, but be aware
that  charging  while
recording  increases
heat  further.

Choosing

the Right
Bitrate
In  the  video  settings,
y o u  c a n  c h o o s e
between  standard,
g o o d ,  a n d  b e t t e r
quality  settings,  which
correspond  to  different
b i t rates .  A  h igher
bitrate  means  more
d a t a  p e r  s e c o n d ,
resulting  in  a  higher-
qual i ty  image  but
larger  file  sizes.  For
g e n e r a l  u s e ,  t h e
"Good"  setting  offers  a
balance of quality and
file size. For


