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EXPLORING THE HALLOWED GROUNDS: A COMPLETE
GUIDE TO ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY IN
FALLOUT 3

The Capital Wasteland of Fallout 3 is a sprawling, desolate
expanse filled with ruined landmarks, mutated creatures, and
echoes of a world long gone. Among the most somber and
thematically rich locations you can discover is the Arlington
National Cemetery Fallout 3 area. This iconic real-world
location is reimagined in the game as a place of profound silence,
historical weight, and hidden dangers. For players navigating the
wastes, understanding this location is not just about finding loot
or completing a quest; it is about experiencing one of the most
atmospheric and reflective segments the game has to offer. This
comprehensive guide will walk you through everything you need
to know about the Arlington National Cemetery Fallout 3
site, from its lore and layout to the enemies that prowl its
grounds and the secrets it holds.

THE LITERARY AND THEMATIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
CEMETERY IN FALLOUT 3

Unlike many other locations in the Capital Wasteland, the
Arlington National Cemetery Fallout 3 site is not a bustling
hub of raiders or a heavily fortified military bunker. Instead, it
serves a more narrative-driven purpose. It is inextricably linked to
the main questline and the enigmatic character of Abraham
Washington, a descendant of the first president who now curates
a museum of American history in Rivet City.

A Quest for the Declaration
of Independence

The primary reason most players venture into the Arlington
National Cemetery Fallout 3 area is to complete the quest
"Stealing Independence." Abraham Washington tasks the Lone
Wanderer with recovering the original Declaration of
Independence from the National Archives. Your journey leads you
through a sub-basement of the archives, but the trail does not
end there. A key item needed to unlock the secure vault
containing the document is the Arlington House Key. This
immediately draws players to the cemetery, specifically to the
historic Arlington House, also known as the Robert E. Lee
Memorial, which sits atop the hill overlooking the graves. This
questline makes the cemetery a mandatory stop, transforming a
simple scavenger hunt into a poignant visit to a symbol of
national history, even in a world that has collapsed.

The Contrast of Past and
Present

The Arlington National Cemetery Fallout 3 environment is a
masterclass in environmental storytelling. The game presents a
stark contrast between the meticulously ordered, silent rows of
white headstones representing the past and the chaotic, violent

present of the wasteland. The developers used this real-world
location to emphasize the themes of sacrifice, memory, and the
futility of war. As you walk through the grounds, the usual
ambient sounds of the wasteland—distant gunfire, the hum of
generators, the chatter of survivors—are noticeably absent. This
deliberate silence forces the player to reflect on what was lost.
The cemetery stands as a monument not just to the soldiers of
history, but to the billions who perished in the Great War of 2077.

NAVIGATING THE ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY
FALLOUT 3 MAP

Map navigation is crucial for any traveler in the Capital
Wasteland. The Arlington National Cemetery Fallout 3 map
marker is located directly west of the Jefferson Memorial and
north of Alexandria. From a practical standpoint, the location is
segmented into several key areas that you must explore
efficiently to avoid unnecessary combat and to secure your
objective.

The Main Entrance and
Grave Sites

Upon arriving, you will notice the sprawling field of tombstones.
While most of these are purely cosmetic, they create a
labyrinthine environment. The sheer number of markers can
make it easy to get turned around. Your primary navigation goal
is to head east towards the large hill. The path is relatively
straight, but you should be aware of the sight lines. The open
nature of the cemetery offers little cover, making you vulnerable
to ranged attacks from the elevated position of Arlington House.

The Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier

As you progress deeper into the Arlington National Cemetery
Fallout 3 area, you will pass by a recognizable monument: the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. In the real world, this is one of the
most hallowed sites in America, guarded 24/7. In Fallout 3, the
tomb is unguarded but still stands as a stoic reminder of duty.
While there is no specific quest tied directly to this monument,
taking a moment to observe it adds a layer of depth to the
experience. The phrase "Known but to God" resonates powerfully
in a world where so much history has been erased. There is also a
skill book spawn point near this area, often yielding a "Tumblers
Today" issue, which is essential for lockpick enthusiasts.

The Path to Arlington
House

The ultimate goal within the Arlington National Cemetery
Fallout 3 location is the mansion at the top of the hill. The path
is a winding road that ascends the slope. This road is the most
dangerous part of your journey. The elevation gives enemies a
distinct advantage, and the trees and ruined walls along the path
provide ambush points for creatures and hostile survivors. It is
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recommended to use a scoped weapon to clear the area around
the house before you begin your ascent, ensuring you do not get
caught in a crossfire on the narrow road.

ENEMIES AND THREATS IN THE CEMETERY

While the atmosphere of the Arlington National Cemetery
Fallout 3 site is peaceful, the reality is that it is still a part of the
wasteland. The specific enemies you face can vary depending on
your level and the game's random encounter system, but there
are consistent threats you should prepare for.

The Guardians of the House

Arlington House itself is typically occupied by a group of Super
Mutants. This makes the Arlington National Cemetery
Fallout 3 location a mid-to-high-level danger zone. Inside the
house, you will find several Super Mutants, often including a
Brute or a Master. The tight quarters of the mansion make melee
combat risky, and the Super Mutants' tendency to use
fragmentation grenades can lead to swift death in the confined
rooms. It is wise to use VATS to identify armed enemies and
target their weapons or grenades first.

The Exterior Scavengers

Outside the house, on the grounds of the Arlington National
Cemetery Fallout 3 map, you might encounter Feral Ghouls or
Mole Rats. The Ghouls fit the aesthetic of the location well,
shuffling between the tombstones. If you are playing at a higher
level, you may even see Albino Radscorpions or Deathclaws
roaming the outer edges of the cemetery, making the open field
a very risky place to linger. Always keep your head on a swivel
and listen for the distinctive hissing or growling that precedes an
attack.

LOOT, SECRETS, AND EASTER EGGS

The Arlington National Cemetery Fallout 3 location is not a
vast treasure trove of caps and ammunition, but it does hold
several items of interest for the dedicated explorer. Knowing
where to look can make your visit much more rewarding.

The Arlington House Key
and the Declaration

This is the primary reason for your visit. The Arlington House
Key is located inside Arlington House, usually on a table or a
desk in the main living area. It is a large, ornate key that is hard
to miss. Once you have the key, you can return to the National
Archives to complete the "Stealing Independence" quest.
However, you should be thorough in your search of the house
before you leave.

Bobblehead and Skill Books

Inside Arlington House, there is a very valuable collectible. On a
bookshelf in one of the upstairs bedrooms, you can find the
Medicine Bobblehead. This increases your Medicine skill by 10
points permanently, making it a must-have for any character who
relies on Stimpaks or doctor checks in dialogue. Additionally, as
mentioned, the "Tumblers Today" skill book can occasionally be
found near the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier on the lower
grounds. Searching the Arlington National Cemetery Fallout
3 interiors thoroughly is the best way to secure these valuable

items.

Environmental Storytelling
Detalls

One of the best "secrets" of the Arlington National Cemetery
Fallout 3 area is the environmental detail. Look closely at the
names on some of the tombstones. You will find a few that are
nods to the game's developers or references to other Bethesda
titles. This is a classic example of the developer's attention to
detail. Furthermore, the state of Arlington House itself tells a
story. It is remarkably well-preserved compared to the rest of the
wasteland, suggesting that the caretakers of the site fought hard
to protect it, even as society collapsed. The military vehicles and
sandbags surrounding the house indicate that it was used as a
final defensive position against the chaos of the war's end.

GAMEPLAY TIPS FOR THE LONE WANDERER

Surviving your pilgrimage to the Arlington National Cemetery
Fallout 3 site requires more than just a big gun. It requires
strategy and preparation. Here are some essential tips to ensure
you make it out with the key and your life.

e Save Before Approaching: The Super Mutants inside the
house can be unpredictable. Always save your game before
you enter the Arlington National Cemetery Fallout 3
mansion.

* Use the High Ground: Before entering the building, circle
the perimeter. Use a sniper rifle to eliminate the Super
Mutants on the balcony and the roof. This reduces the
number of enemies you have to fight inside.

e Bring a Melee Weapon: The interior of Arlington House is
cramped. A combat shotgun or a super sledge is more
effective in close quarters than a hunting rifle.

e Check the Basement: There is a small basement or cellar
area beneath the house. It is easy to miss, but it contains
some useful pre-war money and ammunition.

e Watch for Traps: While the house is mostly clear of traps,
the path leading up the hill may have hidden frag mines or
rigged shotguns. Travel slowly and use your Pip-Boy light to
scan the road ahead.

THE BROADER CONTEXT OF THE LOCATION IN
FALLOUT LORE

The inclusion of the Arlington National Cemetery Fallout 3
map is a deliberate thematic choice by the writers. The Fallout
series has always been about the irony of history repeating itself.
The pre-war United States destroyed itself over resources and
ideology, the very things the soldiers buried at Arlington fought
to protect. Seeing the tombstones in a state of decay, surrounded
by the mutants and monsters that the old world created, is a
powerful visual metaphor. It suggests that the sacrifices of those
soldiers were ultimately in vain, a core theme of the post-
apocalyptic genre. The quest to steal the Declaration of
Independence from a building that is next to a cemetery full of
protectors of that document is a bitter piece of irony that Fallout
3 delivers masterfully.

CONCLUSION: MORE THAN JUST A LOCATION

The Arlington National Cemetery Fallout 3 area is far more
than a simple quest objective or a collection of polygons. It
stands as one of the most atmospheric and emotionally resonant
locations in the entire game. While it may offer less combat and
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fewer caps than the ruins of DC or the tunnels of the Metro, it
offers something far more valuable: a moment of reflection. It
connects the player to the history of our own world and forces a
consideration of the cost of war, a theme that is central to the

Fallout franchise. Whether you are there to grab the key for the
Declaration of Independence, hunt for the Medicine Bobblehead,
or simply to pay your respects to a digital representation of a
very real place, the Arlington National Cemetery Fallout 3



