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INTRODUCTION:
BEYOND A
CHILDREN'S STORY

At  first  glance,
Antoine  de  Saint-
Exupéry's  The  Little
Prince appears to be a
simple children's fable,
populated by a pilot, a
desert  crash,  and  a
golden-haired boy from
a distant asteroid. Yet,
this  slim  volume,  first
published  in  1943,  is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
profound  philosophical
works  o f  the  20th

century.  An  analysis
of  The Little  Prince
by Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry  reveals  a
layered  narrative  that
c r i t iques  modern
society,  explores  the
nature of love and loss,
and meditates on what
it  truly  means  to  be
human.  This  story  is
not merely for children;
i t  i s  a  d e e p l y
existential  tale  that
uses allegory to unlock
truths about the adult
wor ld,  making  i t  a
t ime less  p iece  o f
l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t
continues  to  resonate
with  readers  across
generations.

https://remodelicious.com/


2

2 Analysis Of The Little Prince By Antoine
De Saint Exupery

2022-11-05

THE DUAL
NARRATIVE: A
PILOT'S
CONFESSION

The  structure  of  the
narrative  itself  is  a
crucial element in any
analysis of The Little
Prince  by  Antoine  de
Saint-Exupéry.  The
story is told in the first
person by a pilot who
has crashed his  plane
in  the  Sahara  Desert.
This narrator is a thinly
veiled version of Saint-
Exupéry  himself,  a
pioneering aviator who
shared  the  author's
exper iences.  This
framing  device  is  not
merely a plot point; it
creates  a  sense  of
urgency  and  isolation.
The  pilot's  physical
entrapment  in  the
desert  mirrors  the
spiritual and emotional
isolation of the modern
adu l t .  I t  i s  in  th i s
stripped-down,  barren

landscape  that  he
meets the little prince,
a character who forces
h i m — a n d  t h e
reader—to confront the
difference  between
seeing  with  the  eyes
and  seeing  with  the
heart.

The
Perspecti
ve of
Childhood
vs.
Adulthoo
d
A central theme in this
analysis of The Little
Prince  by  Antoine  de
Saint-Exupéry  is  the
stark contrast between
the  imaginative  world
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of  children  and  the
limited,  uti l itarian
world  of  adults.  The
narrator  begins  his
story  by  recalling  his
own childhood attempt
a t  d r a w i n g  a  b o a
constrictor digesting an
elephant.  When  he
shows his masterpiece
to  "grown-ups,"  they
see  only  a  hat.  This
e a r l y  i n c i d e n t
establishes  the  core
conflict  of  the  book:
a d u l t s  l a c k
imagination.  They  are
concerned  only  with
" m a t t e r s  o f
consequence"—numbe
rs, geography, history,
and  money.  The  little
prince,  by  contrast,
l ives  in  a  wor ld  o f
questions, beauty, and
ritual.  He  demands
that  his  drawings  be
explained not by logic,
but  by  feeling.  The
story  is  ultimately  an
indictment  of  how
society  forces  people

t o  a b a n d o n  t h e i r
childlike  wonder  in
favor  of  a  soul less
practicality.

EXPLORING THE
ALIEN WORLDS: A
CRITIQUE OF
SOCIETY

Perhaps  the  most
accessible layer of the
book for new readers is
the prince's journey to
different  asteroids.  A
thorough  analysis  of
The Little  Prince  by
Anto ine  de  Sa in t -
Exupéry must examine
these  characters  as
archetypes  of  flawed
adult  behaviors.  Each
planet the prince visits
houses a single, lonely
i n h a b i t a n t  w h o
represents  a  different
kind  of  emptiness.

The King:
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The
Absurdity
of

Authority
The  first  asteroid  is
home  to  a  king  who
claims  to  rule  over
everything, yet has no
subjects.  He  issues
orders  that  are  only
reasonable,  such  as
commanding  the  sun
to  set  at  a  specific
time.  This  character
symbolizes  the  vain
pursuit of authority and
control.  The  king  is
obsessed  with  being
obeyed, but his power
i s  an  i l l u s i on .  He
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
p o i n t l e s s n e s s  o f
polit ical  hierarchy
when it is disconnected
from  genuine  human
connection. The prince

concludes that "grown-
ups are very strange,"
a  simple  statement
that  cr i t iques  the
entire  structure  of
authoritarian  logic.

The
Conceite
d Man
and The
Drunkard:
Vanity
and
Shame
Next, the prince meets
a  conceited  man  who
wants  nothing  but
admiration.  He  asks
the prince to  clap  his
h a n d s  a n d  b o w ,
reinforcing  his  own
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inflated  self-image.
This  figure  represents
the  vanity  of  seeking
validation  from others
without  offering
anything  of  substance
in  return.  Immediately
f o l l o w i n g  t h i s
e n c o u n t e r  i s  t h e
drunkard,  a  character
who  drinks  to  forget
that he is ashamed of
dr ink ing.  This  is  a
powerful  and  almost
brutal analysis of The
L i t t le  Pr ince  b y
Anto ine  de  Sa in t -
Exupéry regarding the
nature of addiction and
self-justifying logic. The
drunkard's  cycle  of
shame and escape is a
poignant illustration of
h o w  a d u l t s  t r a p
themselves  in  self-
destructive  patterns
that  they  refuse  to
break.

The
Business
man and
The
Lamplight
er:
Obsessio
n and
Duty
The  businessman  is
perhaps  the  most
contemporary  of  the
characters.  He  sits  at
his  desk,  tirelessly
c o u n t i n g  s t a r s ,
claiming to  own them
so  he  can  buy  more.
He  represents  the
o b s e s s i o n  w i t h
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o w n e r s h i p ,
accumulation,  and
meaningless  work.  He
is "serious" and cannot
be  disturbed,  yet  he
has  no  idea  what  to
actually  do  with  his
w e a l t h .  I n  s t a r k
c o n t r a s t  i s  t h e
lamp l igh te r ,  who
follows  an  order  to
light and extinguish his
lamp  every  minute
because  his  planet
spins faster and faster.
H i s  i s  a  l i f e  o f
mechan ica l  duty ,
devoid  of  purpose  or
joy.  He  is  the  only
character  the  prince
admires because he is
not doing the work for
himself,  but  for  the
lamp—a  symbol  of
fidelity,  albeit  a
tragically  misguided
one.

The

Geograph
er: The
Theory
vs. The
Reality
Final ly,  the  prince
meets  a  geographer
who refuses to explore
his  own  planet.  He
claims that his job is to
write down information
provided by explorers,
b u t  h e  n e v e r
investigates  anything
himself. This character
is  a  brilliant  analysis
of  The Little  Prince
by  Antoine  de  Saint-
Exupéry regarding the
disconnect  between
theory  and  practice.
The geographer values
knowledge  that  is
eternal  and  written
down, but he is blind to
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the beauty and change
happening right  under
h i s  fee t .  I t  i s  th i s
geographer who sends
the prince to Earth, the
planet  with  a  "good
reputation."  These
encounters  are  not
random;  they  are  a
sequential  dismantling
of  the  pillars  of  adult
society:  authority,
vanity,  addict ion,
greed,  mindless  duty,
a n d  s t e r i l e
intellectualism.

THE CENTRAL
METAPHOR: THE
ROSE AND THE
FOX

While  the  asteroid-
hopping  provides  a
social  critique,  the
hear t  o f  any  deep
analysis of The Little
Prince  by  Antoine  de
Saint-Exupéry  lies  in
his  relationships  on
Earth:  first,  the
memory  of  his  rose,
and then his friendship

with the fox. These two
characters  represent
t h e  t w o  s i d e s  o f
love—the  difficult,
possessive  side  and
the  wise,  liberating
side.

The Rose:
Love,
Vulnerabi
lity, and
Taming
On  his  own  asteroid,
B-612, the prince cares
for  a single,  beautiful,
and  incredibly  vain
r o s e .  S h e  i s
demanding, proud, and
prone to exaggeration.
The  pr ince ,  in  h i s
y o u t h ,  d o e s  n o t
understand  her.  He
takes her words at face
value  and  is  hurt  by
her vanity, leading him
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to leave. In a poignant
t w i s t  o f  l i t e r a r y
analysis,  the  rose  is
o f t e n  s e e n  a s  a
representat ion  of
Saint-Exupéry's  own
wife,  Consuelo.  The
rose's  fragility  and
hidden  thorns  show
that  love is  inherently
v u l n e r a b l e .  T h e
prince's mistake is that
he judged the rose by
her actions, not by her
e s s e n c e .  H e  l e f t
because  she  seemed
difficult,  missing  the
truth  that  she  loved
him  in  the  only  way
she  knew  how.  This
conflict  sets  the  stage
for  the  fox's  lesson.

The Fox:
The
Secret of

What is
Essential
The  fox  is  the  true
phi losopher  of  the
story. When the prince
meets  him,  the  fox
asks  to  be  "tamed,"
which  he  defines  as
"establishing ties." The
fox  exp la ins  tha t
before  the  pr ince
tames  him,  they  are
just two random beings
among  millions;  after,
they  are  unique  to
each other. This is the
central  philosophical
statement of the book.
The  fox  teaches  the
prince  that  love  is  a
process  o f  r i tua l ,
p a t i e n c e ,  a n d
commitment.  The  fox
shares the story's most
famous  lesson:  "Here
is  my  secret.  It  is
very  simple:  It  is
only  with  the heart
that  one  can  see
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r ight ly .  What  is
essential is invisible
to the eye."
This  is  the  climax  of
the  analysis  of  The
L i t t le  Pr ince  b y
Anto ine  de  Sa in t -
Exupé ry .  The  f ox
redefines  what  is
"essential."  It  is  not
power, money, or duty;
it is the time you have
wasted on someone or
something.  It  is  the
unique relationship you
bu i ld .  The  p r ince
realizes that his rose is
unique in the universe
not because she is the
o n l y  o n e  i n
existence—he  sees  a
garden  of  five
thousand  identical
roses  on  Earth—but
because he has tamed
her.  She  is  his  rose
because  he  invested
his  time  and  love  in
her.  This  transforms
love  from  a  romantic
ideal  into  a  conscious
act of creation.

DECODING THE
SYMBOLISM: THE
DESERT, THE
WELL, AND THE
SNAKE

Beyond  character
analysis, the settings in
the book are rich with
symbolism. The desert
is  a  place  of  physical
need  and  spir i tual
emptiness.  It  strips
away  the  distractions
of  the  material  world,
forcing  the  pilot  and
the prince to  confront
reality.  The  discovery
of a well in the middle
o f  t he  dese r t  i s  a
moment  of  profound
relief  and  symbolism.
The  well  is  not  just
water; it is a gift. The
prince  says,  "What
makes  the  deser t
b e a u t i f u l  i s  t h a t
somewhere  it  hides  a
w e l l . "  T h i s  i s  a
message of hope: even
in  the  most  barren
moments of life, there
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is  a  hidden  source  of
nou r i shment  and
beauty if we have the
heart to seek it.
The  snake,  with  its
riddles and its ability to
"send you back to the
place you came from,"
is a complex symbol of
death and transition. In
many  cultures,  the
snake  represents  the
cycle of life and death.
For  the  prince,  the
snake's  bite  is  not  an
end, but a release. It is
the only way for him to
return to his rose. This
i s  a  po ignant  and
difficult  part  of  the
analysis of The Little
Prince  by  Antoine  de
Sa in t -Exupéry .  I t
suggests  that  love
sometimes  requires  a
sacrifice of the physical
self  for  the  spiritual
bond. The prince faces
his death not with fear,
but  w i th  the  ca lm
a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a
traveler going home.

WHY THE BOOK
ENDURES: A
TIMELESS
MESSAGE FOR THE
MODERN WORLD

T h e  e n d u r i n g
popularity of The Little
P r i n c e  l i e s  i n  i t s
universality. In a world
increasingly defined by
speed, data, and digital
connection, the book's
m e s s a g e  i s  m o r e
urgent than ever. It is
an  ant idote  to  the
"businessman" mindset
that dominates modern
cu l ture .  The  book
reminds us that  play,
ritual,  love,  and
loyalty are not childish
things to be outgrown,
b u t  t h e  v e r y
f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  a
meaningful  life.  Saint-
Exupéry  wrote  the
book  in  1943,  during
the darkness of  World
War II. It is a testament
to  the  human  spirit's
insistence  on  finding
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l i g h t ,  l o v e ,  a n d
meaning  even  in  the
f a c e  o f  i m m e n s e
destruction.  The  book
asks us to  stop being
"grown-ups"  long
enough  to  remember
what we have lost.

CONCLUSION:
SEEING WITH THE
HEART

In  complet ing  this
analysis of The Little
Prince by Antoine de
Saint-Exupéry,  we
see that the book is far
more  than  a  simple
story. It is a manual for
living a life of value. It
teaches  us  that  true
richness is not found in
accumulation,  but  in
connection.  It  teaches

us that courage is not
the  absence  of  fear,
but  the  willingness  to
be tamed and to love,
knowing  that  love
inevitably  brings  the
r i s k  o f  l o s s .  T h e
prince's final gift to the
pilot—and  to  us—is  a
way of  looking  at  the
world.  When  we  look
up at the stars, we do
not  just  see  balls  of
g a s ;  w e  h e a r  t h e
laughter  of  a  golden-
haired  boy.  That  shift
in  perception  is  the
entire  point.  To  read
th i s  book  i s  t o  be
reminded that,  as  the
f o x  s a i d ,  w h a t  i s
essential is invisible to
the  eye .  We  mus t
make the choice to see
with our hearts.


