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INTRODUCTION:
REVISITING
AMERICA'’S PAST
THROUGH A
CRITICAL LENS

History is rarely a
settled account. It is a
battleground of
perspectives, a
tapestry woven from
official records,
personal memories,
and, all too often,
convenient omissions.
Few cinematic figures
have challenged the
mainstream historical

narrative as
persistently and
provocatively as
Oliver Stone. His
ambitious project,
Oliver Stone The
Untold History Of
The United States,
stands as one of the
most comprehensive
and controversial re-
examinations of
American foreign and
domestic policy ever
produced. Originally
released as a 10-part
documentary series for
Showtime in 2012, and
later expanded into a
companion book co-
authored with historian
Peter Kuznick, this


https://remodelicious.com/

work dares to ask a
fundamental question:
What if the story we
have been told about
America’s role in the

world is not just
incomplete, but
deliberately
misleading?
For readers and

viewers seeking a
deeper understanding
of the forces that
shaped the modern
world, this project
offers a dense,
meticulously

researched alternative
to the triumphalist
narratives commonly
found in textbooks. It is
not a dry academic
lecture but a visceral,
emotionally charged
journey through the
20th and early 21st
centuries. This article
will explore the core
themes of Oliver
Stone The Untold
History Of The
United States, its

narrative structure, the
controversies it ignited,
and why its central
arguments remain
fiercely relevant in an
era of global
uncertainty and
information warfare.

THE GENESIS OF A
COUNTER-
NARRATIVE

Oliver Stone, a director
renowned for films
such as Platoon, JFK,
and Nixon, has never
been shy about his
skepticism toward
government authority.
His filmography is a
sustained meditation
on power, trauma, and
the lies that fuel war.
However, Oliver
Stone The Untold
History Of The
United States
represents his most
direct and unfiltered
entry into the realm of
historical scholarship.
Unlike his feature films,
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which use drama to
explore historical
moments, this series is
a documentary project
that relies heavily on
archival footage,
declassified
documents, and expert
interviews—though it is
undeniably shaped by
Stone’s own ideological
viewpoint.

The collaboration with
Peter Kuznick, a
professor of history at
American University,
lent the project
academic credibility,
but the series is very
much Stone’s vision.
The central thesis is
clear: The United
States, particularly
after World War Il, has
frequently acted not as
a benevolent global
liberator but as an
imperial power,
prioritizing corporate
interests, military
expansion, and anti-
communist ideology

over democratic
principles and human
rights. This is not a
new
argument—revisionist
historians have made it
for decades—but Stone
brought it to a mass
audience with the full
force of his cinematic
storytelling abilities.

WHAT IS THE
“UNTOLD”
HISTORY?

The title itself is a
provocation. It implies
that official history is a
sanitized version
designed to protect
national myths. Oliver
Stone The Untold
History Of The
United States sets
out to excavate the
stories that were
buried or ignored in the

standard accounts.
This includes a
significant focus on

episodes that many
Americans may find



uncomfortable or
entirely unfamiliar.

Key
Themes
and
Episodes
Covered

The series spans from
World War Il through
the Obama
administration, with a
heavy emphasis on the
Cold War era. Some of
the most striking
segments include:

e The Atomic
Bombings of
Hiroshima and
Nagasaki: Stone
argues forcefully
that the use of
atomic weapons
was not a
military necessity

to end the war,
but a political
message
directed at the
Soviet Union. He
presents
evidence that
Japan was
already on the
verge of
surrender and
that the
bombings were
an act of
intimidation that
launched the
Cold War.

The Truman
Doctrine and
Containment:
The series
scrutinizes
President Harry
Truman'’s foreign
policy decisions,
suggesting that
the policy of
containing
communism was
a pretext for
global military
interventionism.
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Stone highlights
the suppression
of leftist
movements in
countries like
Greece and the
Philippines,
framing them as
imperial
overreach rather
than liberation.
The Korean
War: Rather
than a simple
“police action”
against
communist
aggression,
Stone presents
the conflict as a
brutal civil war in
which the United
States inflicted
massive civilian
casualties,
including the
controversial use
of napalm and
the bombing of
North Korea’s
infrastructure.

e The Overthrow

of
Democratically
Elected
Leaders: A
recurring theme
is the U.S. role in
overthrowing
governments
that were
perceived as
hostile to
corporate
interests. The
series dedicates
significant
attention to the
1953 CIA coup in
Iran (against
Mohammad
Mossadegh) and
the 1954 coup in
Guatemala
(against Jacobo
Arbenz). These
events, Stone
argues, laid the
foundation for
decades of
instability,
resentment, and
anti-American
sentiment.



e The Vietnam

War: Stone, a
Vietnam veteran
himself, brings a
deeply personal
and anguished
perspective to
this section. He
argues that the
war was not a
tragic mistake
but a logical
outcome of a
misqguided
imperial policy.
He emphasizes
the lies used to
justify escalation,
particularly the
Gulf of Tonkin
incident.

The Reagan Era
and the end of
the Cold War:
The series offers
a highly critical
view of Ronald
Reagan,
portraying him
as a ideologically
rigid figure who
escalated the

arms race,
supported right-
wing death
squads in Central
America, and
ignored the AIDS
crisis. Stone also
presents a
skeptical view of
the official
narrative of the
Soviet Union’s
collapse,
suggesting that
internal factors
were more
decisive than
Reagan’s military
buildup.

THE NARRATIVE
APPROACH AND
CINEMATIC STYLE

Unlike many historical
documentaries that
adopt a detached,
objective tone, Oliver
Stone The Untold
History Of The
United States is
explicitly partisan.
Stone narrates the
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series himself, and his
voice carries a tone of
righteous indignation.
The editing is fast-

paced, juxtaposing
cheerful propaganda
films  with  graphic

images of war’s reality.
The soundtrack,
featuring original
music by Craig
Armstrong,
underscores the
emotional weight of
the subject matter.

This approach is both a
strength and a
vulnerability. For
viewers who already
distrust official
narratives, the series is

a powerful
confirmation. For
skeptics, the

presentation can feel
like a polemic rather

than a balanced
history. Stone does not
present multiple

interpretations equally;
he has a thesis, and he
defends it with passion.

This has led to
accusations of bias,
cherry-picking
evidence, and
simplification of
complex geopolitical
situations.

CRITICAL
RECEPTION AND
CONTROVERSY

Predictably, Oliver
Stone The Untold
History Of The
United States was
met with a polarized
response. Mainstream
historians, particularly
those specializing in
Cold War history, were
largely critical.
Historians like
Robert Dallek and
Arthur Schlesinger
Jr. (posthumously)
were cited in reviews
as being dismissive of

Stone’'s approach.
Critics pointed out that
Stone’s narrative

sometimes mirrored
Soviet apologetics,



particularly in his
treatment of Stalin and
the Soviet Union’s role
in World War Il. The
series was accused of
downplaying Soviet
atrocities and
totalitarianism while
overemphasizing
American failings.

However, the project
also garnered
significant praise.
Supporters argued that
Stone was doing
exactly what historians
should do: questioning
power and giving voice
to suppressed
perspectives. The
series won a
Primetime Emmy
Award for
Outstanding

Documentary or
Nonfiction Series in
2013, a testament to
its production quality
and cultural impact.
Many educators and
independent scholars
lauded the companion

book for its extensive

footnotes and
references to
declassified

documents, arguing

that it provided a
valuable resource for
those seeking to
understand the
underside of U.S.
foreign policy.

STRENGTHS OF
THE PROJECT

Despite the
controversies, there
are several undeniable
strengths to Oliver
Stone The Untold
History Of The
United States that
make it a worthwhile
study for anyone
interested in modern
history:

e Accessibility:
Stone has a qgift
for making
complex
geopolitical
issues

8 Oliver Stone The Untold History Of The 2024-10-28
United States



Oliver Stone The Untold History Of The United
States 9

understandable
to a lay
audience. He
breaks down
intricate events
into a compelling
narrative arc.
Visual Impact:
The use of rarely-
seen archival
footage,
including
suppressed or
censored
material, brings
the past to life in
a way that text
alone cannot.
The images of
war—the human
cost—are
impossible to
forget.
Provocation of
Thought: Even if
one disagrees
with Stone's
conclusions, the
series forces
viewers to ask
difficult
questions. It

challenges the
passive
consumption of
historical
narratives and
encourages
critical thinking
about sources
and motives.

e Focus on
Declassified
Documents:
The series relies
heavily on
documents
released through
the Freedom of
Information Act,
including CIA and
National Security
Council memos.
This gives the
narrative a
foundation in
primary sources,
even if the
interpretation is
contested.

CRITICISMS AND
LIMITATIONS

To engage with this
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work honestly, one
must also acknowledge
its significant
limitations:

1. Selective
Evidence:
Critics argue that
Stone selectively
emphasizes
evidence that
supports his
thesis while
downplaying or
ignoring
contradictory
information. For
example, his
treatment of the
Soviet Union is
seen as overly
sympathetic,
glossing over the
purges, the
gulags, and the
suppression of
Eastern
European
democracies.

2. Manichean
Framework:
The series often
presents a

simple
dichotomy of bad
American empire
versus victimized
foreign
populations. This
can erase the
agency of non-
American actors
and simplify
deeply complex
local dynamics,
particularly in
regions like the
Middle East and
Southeast Asia.

. Lack of

Domestic
Focus: Oliver
Stone The
Untold History
Of The United
States is
primarily a
history of foreign
policy. It spends
relatively little
time on domestic
social
movements,
economic
history, or the
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evolution of never been more
American urgent. Oliver Stone
culture. The Civii  The Untold History
Rights Of The United States
Movement, for serves as a powerful
instance, is reminder that history is
touched upon always an
only briefly. interpretation, and that

4. Polemical official narratives often
Tone: For some serve the interests of
viewers, the those in power. The

constant tone of
moral outrage
can become
exhausting and
can undermine
the sense of
objectivity. A
more measured
tone might have
been more
persuasive to a
wider audience.

WHY THIS
HISTORY MATTERS
NOW

In an age of “fake
news,” deepfakes, and
algorithmic echo
chambers, the question
of historical truth has
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debates it
sparked—about
American
exceptionalism, the
morality of

intervention, and the
nature of empire—are

not academic
exercises. They are the
very stuff of

contemporary political
discourse.

Consider the current
debates about the war
in Ukraine, the legacy
of the Iraq War, or the
rise of China.
Understanding the
historical context that
Oliver Stone The
Untold History Of



The United States
provides—particularly
regarding NATO
expansion, the hubris
of unilateralism, and
the cycle of
blowback—is essential
for informed
citizenship. Whether
one agrees with
Stone’s conclusions or
not, engaging with his
work is an exercise in
critical literacy. It
forces us to ask: Who
writes the history we
learn? Whose interests
does it serve? And
what stories are being
left out of the
textbook?

THE COMPANION
BOOK: A DEEPER
DIVE

For those who prefer
text over video, the
companion book, The
Untold History of the
United States, co-
authored by Oliver
Stone and Peter
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Kuznick, is an essential
companion. Published
in 2013, the book
expands on the series’
themes, adding more
detailed analysis,
additional historical
context, and extensive
endnotes. It is a dense,
750-page volume that
functions as a
standalone revisionist
history of the 20th
century.

The book allows for a
more systematic
presentation of
evidence than the
documentary series. It
also includes additional
material that was not
in the original
Showtime broadcast,
including chapters on
the Cold War’s end, the
Clinton era, and the
early years of the 21st
century. For serious
students of history, the
book is arguably more
valuable than the
documentary, as it
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lacks the visual
rhetoric that can
sometimes cloud the
argument.

CONCLUSION: A
NECESSARY
PROVOCATION

Oliver Stone The
Untold History Of
The United States is
not a neutral history. It
is a passionate,
partisan, and often
uncomfortable

indictment of American
power. It is the work of
a filmmaker  who
believes that history
has a purpose: to warn,
to enlighten, and to
inspire change. While it
has been rightly
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criticized for its biases
and omissions, it has
also forced a
generation to
reconsider the stories
they were taught in
school.

To dismiss the project
outright is to ignore
the very real evidence
of U.S. interventions
that have caused
immense
suffering—from the
jungles of Vietnam to
the streets of Tehran.
To accept it uncritically
is to ignore the
complexity of a world
where there are rarely
pure heroes or pure
villains. The ultimate
value of Oliver Stone
The Untold History



