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DISCOVERING THE
TIMELESS APPEAL
OF JANE AUSTEN’S
MASTERPIECE

When someone asks,
“Pride And Prejudice
What Is It About,”
the answer goes far
beyond a simple love
story. Published in
1813, Jane Austen’s
second novel remains
one of the most
beloved works of
English literature. At its
heart, the book is a
witty, sharp
examination of
manners, marriage,
and morality in

Regency-era England.
But to fully grasp what
this classic entails, we
must look deeper than
the famous opening
line: “It is a truth
universally
acknowledged, that a
single man in
possession of a good
fortune, must be in
want of a wife.”

This article explores
the plot, themes,
characters, and social
commentary that
define  the  novel.
Whether you are a
first-time reader or
revisiting the story,
understanding Pride
And Prejudice what
it is about reveals
why it continues to
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resonate with
audiences more than
two centuries later.

PLOT OVERVIEW:
THE STORY OF
ELIZABETH
BENNET AND MR.
DARCY

The narrative centers
on Elizabeth Bennet,
the intelligent and
spirited second
daughter of the Bennet
family. The Bennets
live at Longbourn, a
modest estate in
Hertfordshire. Their
mother, Mrs. Bennet, is
obsessed with
marrying off her five
daughters to wealthy
men to secure their
future, as the family
estate is entailed to a
male heir. The arrival
of the wealthy and
eligible Mr. Charles
Bingley, along with his
proud friend Mr.
Fitzwilliam Darcy, sets
the plot in motion.

At a local ball, Darcy
snubs Elizabeth by
refusing to dance with
her, remarking that she
is “tolerable, but not
handsome enough to
tempt me.” This first
impression plants the
seeds of Elizabeth’s
prejudice. Meanwhile,
Bingley takes an
immediate liking to
Jane, Elizabeth’s gentle
older sister. As the

story unfolds,
Elizabeth’'s initial
dislike for Darcy
deepens when she
learns from the
charming but
untrustworthy Mr.

Wickham that Darcy
allegedly wronged him.

The turning point
comes when Darcy
unexpectedly proposes
to Elizabeth,
confessing his love
despite her family’'s
lower social standing.
Elizabeth, still stung by
pride and prejudice,
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rejects him
vehemently, accusing
him of arrogance and
of separating Jane and
Bingley. Darcy
responds with a letter
that reveals the true
nature of his actions,
forcing Elizabeth to
reassess her
judgments. Their
journey toward mutual
understanding and love
forms the emotional
core of the book.

MAJOR
CHARACTERS: A
STUDY IN
PERSONALITY AND
GROWTH

Elizabeth
Bennet

Elizabeth is the
embodiment of wit and
integrity. She is quick
to  laugh, fiercely
independent, and

unafraid to speak her
mind. Her journey from
prejudice to self-
awareness is central to
the answer to “Pride
And Prejudice what is it
about.” She learns that
first impressions can
be deceptive and that
true character requires
patience and
observation.

Mr. Darcy

Mr. Darcy represents
pride in its negative
and positive forms.
Initially aloof and
condescending, he is
secretly honorable and
deeply loyal. His
transformation from
social arrogance to
humble vulnerability
makes him one of
literature’s most
memorable heroes. His
famous line, “You must
allow me to tell you
how ardently | admire
and love you,” is a



testament to his
emotional growth.

Other Key
Figures

¢ Jane Bennet:
The gentle,
optimistic sister
who sees only
good in others.

e Mr. Bingley:
Darcy'’s affable
and sociable
friend.

e Mr. Wickham: A
charming but
manipulative
officer whose
deceit exposes
the dangers of
superficial
charm.

e Mr. Collins: The
pompous,
sycophantic
cousin who
proposes to
Elizabeth.

e Lady Catherine

de Bourgh:
Darcy’s
domineering
aunt, a symbol of
rigid class
snobbery.

CENTRAL THEMES:
PRIDE, PREJUDICE,
AND SOCIAL CLASS

Pride vs.
Prejudice

The title itself
highlights the twin
obstacles to love and
happiness. Darcy’s
pride in his social
status blinds him to
Elizabeth’s worth, while
Elizabeth's
prejudice—fueled by
wounded
pride—prevents her
from seeing Darcy’s
true nature. The novel
argues that both traits
must be overcome for
genuine connection to
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flourish. This duality is
the most common
interpretation of what
Pride And Prejudice
what it is about on a
thematic level.

Marriage
and
Economic
Security

In Austen’s world,
marriage was the
primary means of
financial survival for
women. The novel
critiques this system
through various
unions: the prudent but
unromantic marriage of
Charlotte Lucas and
Mr. Collins, the
passionate but
imprudent elopement
of Lydia Bennet and
Wickham, and the ideal
partnership of

Elizabeth and Darcy.
Austen advocates for
marriages based on
mutual respect and
affection, not purely on
wealth.

Social
Class and
Reputatio
n

The rigid class
structure of Regency
England is a constant
undercurrent.

Characters like Lady
Catherine de Bourgh
assert the absolute
importance of rank,
while Elizabeth
challenges these
conventions by
refusing to accept
Darcy solely because
of his fortune. The
novel shows that real
merit transcends birth,



a progressive idea for
its time.

Self-
Knowledg
e and
Growth

Both protagonists
undergo profound self-
reflection. Elizabeth
realizes her errors in
judgment, and Darcy
learns humility. Their
transformations
suggest that personal
growth is possible
when one is willing to
confront one’s own
flaws. This moral
dimension is essential
to understanding Pride
And Prejudice what
it is about beyond the
plot.

LITERARY STYLE

AND TECHNIQUES

Jane Austen’s prose is
notable for its free
indirect discourse, a
technique that allows
the narrator to slip into
a character’s thoughts.
This creates irony and
intimacy, as readers
experience Elizabeth’s
internal biases while
also seeing objective
reality. The dialogue is
sharp, particularly
Elizabeth’s exchanges
with Darcy, which
crackle with tension
and wit. Austen’s use
of irony—especially
through the voice of
the narrator—adds a
satirical edge to social
critique.

HISTORICAL AND
CULTURAL
CONTEXT

The novel was written
during a time of
political upheaval (the
French Revolution and
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Napoleonic Wars) and
social change. Property

laws, such as
entailment, meant that
women without

brothers could be left
destitute—hence Mrs.
Bennet’'s anxiety. The
book also subtly
addresses issues of
female agency:
Elizabeth’s refusal of
multiple proposals
underscores a
woman’'s limited but
real power to choose.
Understanding this
context deepens the
answer to Pride And
Prejudice what it is
about as a social
document.

ADAPTATIONS AND
ENDURING
POPULARITY

From the 1995 BBC
mini-series starring
Colin Firth and Jennifer
Ehle to the 2005 film
with Keira Knightley
and Matthew

Macfadyen,
adaptations have
introduced new
generations to the
story. Modern
retellings like “Bridget
Jones’s Diary” and
“The Lizzie Bennet
Diaries” prove the
narrative’s
adaptability. Why does
it last? Because the
themes of pride,
prejudice, love, and
self-discovery are
universal. The witty
dialogue and relatable
characters make every
reading feel fresh.

UNDERSTANDING
THE HEART OF THE
NOVEL

At its core, Pride And
Prejudice what it is
about is the journey
from misunderstanding
to mutual respect. It is
about acknowledging
that first impressions
can be dangerously
wrong and that




personal growth
requires humility.
Elizabeth and Darcy
must learn to balance
head and heart before
they can find
happiness. Their story
is both a romantic
fantasy and a realistic
critique of society’s
constraints.

For modern readers,
the novel offers escape
into a world of elegant
balls and country
estates, yet its insights
into human nature
remain startlingly
relevant. We still
grapple with class,
gender roles, and the
challenge of seeing
others clearly. Austen’s
genius lies in making
us laugh even as she
makes us think.

CONCLUSION: WHY
THIS NOVEL STILL
MATTERS

In answering Pride

And Prejudice what
it is about, we find a
multifaceted work: a
romance, a comedy of
manners, a social
satire, and a
psychological drama. It
teaches us that pride
can isolate, prejudice

can blind, and
love—when founded on
genuine

understanding—can
transform. The Bennet
household, with its
chaos and warmth,
reminds us that family,
for all its flaws, shapes
who we are.

Whether you are drawn
to the witty banter, the
sweeping romance, or
the sharp critique of

society, Pride and
Prejudice offers
something for

everyone. It invites us
to laugh at our own
follies and to believe
that people can
change. In a world that
often rushes to
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judgment, Austen’s
gentle wisdom remains
a beacon. And that is

perhaps the truest
answer to the question
of what this enduring
story is all about.



