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INTRODUCTION:
CAPTURING THE
CHARM OF A
CLASSIC CARTOON
CHARACTER

Bugs Bunny is  one of
the  most  iconic  and
b e l o v e d  c a r t o o n
characters of  all  time.
W i t h  h i s  c o o l
demeanor,  clever  wit,
and  unmistakable
Brooklyn  accent,  this
Looney Tunes star has
entertained  audiences
f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s .
Learning how to  draw
Bugs  Bunny  step  by
step is not only a fun
artistic  challenge  but

also a fantastic way to
improve your character
i l lustrat ion  ski l ls .
Whether  you  are  a
beginner  picking up a
pencil for the first time
or  an  exper ienced
artist  looking  to  refine
your  technique,  this
guide  will  walk  you
through  the  entire
process  in  a  clear,
manageable  way.
Drawing  Bugs  Bunny
requires  attention  to
his classic features: the
elongated  face,  large
buck  teeth,  floppy
ears, white gloves, and
that  signature  half-
l i d d e d  " I  k n o w
something  you  don't"
e x p r e s s i o n .  B y
breaking  the  drawing
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into simple shapes and
s t a g e s ,  y o u  c a n
replicate  the  famous
rabbit  with  confidence.
In  this  article,  we will
cover  everything  from
g a t h e r i n g  y o u r
materials  to  adding
final  details,  with
plenty of tips to make
your artwork pop. Let's
dive  into  the  step-by-
step process.

MATERIALS YOU
WILL NEED

Before  starting  your
drawing,  gather  the
right  tools.  You  don't
need  anything  fancy,
but  having  qual ity
materials  makes  the
process  smoother.

Pencil (HB or
2B) – for
sketching light
guidelines.
Eraser – a soft
eraser for
corrections.
Fine-tip black

marker or pen –
for inking final
lines.
Colored
pencils,
markers, or
crayons – for
adding color
(optional but
recommended).
Drawing paper
– smooth paper
that can handle
erasing.
Ruler – to keep
proportions in
check (optional).

Once  you  have  your
supplies  ready,  find  a
comfortable  well-lit
workspace and take a
d e e p  b r e a t h .
Remember,  drawing is
a  process  of  building
up from simple shapes.
You  can  always  erase
and adjust.

STEP 1: BASIC
SHAPES AND



How To Draw Bugs Bunny 3

3

PROPORTIONS

S t a r t  b y  l i g h t l y
sketching  a  few  basic
shapes  to  l ay  the
foundation.  This  will
help  you  maintain
proper  proportions
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
drawing.

Draw an oval1.
for the head.
Bugs Bunny's
head is slightly
elongated, so
make the oval
taller than it is
wide.
Add a2.
horizontal
guideline across
the middle of the
oval. This will be
the eye line.
Draw a vertical3.
line down the
center of the
oval. This helps
keep the face
symmetrical.
Sketch a small4.
rounded

triangle at the
bottom of the
oval for the
muzzle (snout
area).
Draw two long,5.
curved bean
shapes on top of
the head for
ears. Bugs' ears
are tall and
slightly floppy,
but in a classic
pose they stand
up with a bend
near the top.
Block in the6.
body with a
simple oval or
pear shape
below the head.
Connect the
head and body
with a short,
thick neck.

At  this  stage,  do  not
worry  about  details.
Just  get  the  general
shapes right. Use light
pencil  strokes  so  you
can adjust easily.
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STEP 2: REFINING
THE HEAD AND
FACE

Now  that  the  basic
layout  is  in  p lace,
begin  shaping  Bugs
Bunny's  distinctive
face.

Draw the eyes.1.
Bugs' eyes are
large and
expressive. Start
by drawing two
circles on the
horizontal
guideline, spaced
apart with one
slightly smaller if
he is in a three-
quarter view.
Inside each eye,
add a smaller
circle for the
pupil. For his
classic smug
look, keep the
top eyelids heavy
and half-closed.
Add the nose.2.
Sketch a small
upside-down

triangle above
the muzzle area.
Bugs has a
pinkish, rounded
nose.
Draw the3.
mouth and
cheeks. Under
the nose, draw a
curved line that
splits into a wide
smile. Add a
smaller curved
line on each side
to form the
cheek pouches.
Then, sketch the
famous buck
teeth – two large
rectangular
shapes just
behind the upper
lip.
Sketch the4.
whiskers. Use
three or four thin
curved lines on
each side of the
muzzle, pointing
outward.
Refine the5.
ears. Make the
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inner ear shape
smaller than the
outer. Add a
slight curve at
the top to show
the characteristic
droop. For a
standard Bugs
Bunny pose, the
left ear might
bend forward,
the right ear
upright.

Take  your  time  with
the  face,  as  it  is  the
heart of the character.
Compare your drawing
to reference images if
needed. Adjust the size
and  position  of  the
eyes, nose, and mouth
until  Bugs  looks  like
himself.

STEP 3: DRAWING
THE BODY AND
LIMBS

Bugs  Bunny's  body  is
lean and a bit stooped,
with  long  legs  and
large feet. Follow these

steps  to  br ing  h is
physique  to  l i fe.

Outline the1.
torso. From the
bottom of the
head, draw a
curved shape
that widens at
the chest and
narrows at the
waist. Bugs has a
slightly hunched
posture, so keep
the back curved.
Draw the arms.2.
Start with the
shoulders. For
the arms, sketch
two lines
extending
downward. At the
end of each arm,
draw a circle for
the hand (he
wears white
gloves, so the
hands are puffy).
Then add the
thumb and three
fingers – Bugs
often has three
visible fingers



6

6 How To Draw Bugs Bunny 2026-08-06

plus a thumb in
classic
animation.
Add the legs.3.
From the lower
torso, draw two
thick lines for the
upper legs, then
two more for the
lower legs. Bugs'
legs are long and
slightly bent at
the knees.
Sketch the4.
feet. Draw large,
oval-shaped feet
that are slightly
pointed upward.
Add three toes
on each foot with
small curved
lines.

R e m e m b e r  t h a t
cartoon anatomy does
n o t  n e e d  t o  b e
realistic.  Keep  lines
loose  and  expressive.
At  this  point ,  your
drawing  should  look
like a rough sketch of
Bugs Bunny with all the
main parts in place.

STEP 4: ADDING
KEY DETAILS AND
CHARACTER
FEATURES

Now it's time to make
Bugs  come  alive  with
the  details  that  define
his  look.

Cheek lines
and wrinkles.
Add a few curved
lines around the
cheeks and
below the eyes
to give him a
worn, confident
expression.
Eyebrows. Draw
thick, expressive
eyebrows above
the eyes. One
eyebrow may be
raised higher
than the other to
enhance his
devil-may-care
attitude.
Hair on the
chest. Bugs has
a small tuft of fur
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on his chest.
Sketch a few
short, jagged
lines in a V-
shape.
Tail. Draw a
small, fluffy
cotton ball shape
at the lower
back. Keep it
simple.
Carrot
(optional). If
you want a
classic pose,
draw a carrot in
one hand. Sketch
a long triangle
with a leafy top,
and make the
hand wrap
around it.
Clothing
details. Bugs
usually wears
white gloves, so
add a cuff line at
the wrist. He is
otherwise fur-
covered, but you
can add a few fur
lines on his limbs

and belly for
texture.

Check  the  overa l l
balance.  Does  the
head-to-body ratio feel
right?  Are  the  ears
proportionate?  Adjust
as  needed  be fo re
moving  to  the  next
step.

STEP 5: INKING
YOUR DRAWING

Once  you  are  satisfied
with the pencil sketch,
it is time to go over the
lines with a pen or fine-
tip marker. Inking gives
your  drawing  a  clean,
finished look.

Start with the1.
head and face.
Carefully trace
the outlines of
the ears, eyes,
nose, mouth, and
buck teeth. Use
confident,
smooth strokes.
Outline the2.
body and
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limbs. Follow
your pencil lines,
but feel free to
adjust curves
slightly for a
more polished
appearance.
Add the3.
details. In the
whiskers, fur
tufts, glove cuffs,
and toes. Do not
ink the
construction
guidelines.
Wait for the ink4.
to dry
completely
before erasing
the pencil marks.
This prevents
smudging.

If you make a mistake
while  inking,  do  not
panic. You can leave it
and  later  use  white
correction  fluid  or
simply start over on a
fresh  sheet.  Practice
makes  perfect.

STEP 6: COLORING
BUGS BUNNY

Bugs  Bunny's  color
palette  is  simple  but
i con ic .  Use  these
guidelines to add color
and bring your drawing
to life.

Fur: Light grey
or warm grey.
Use a base grey
and add darker
shading on the
sides and under
the chin to give
depth.
Ears and nose:
Pink. The inner
ears are a soft
pink; the nose is
also pink.
Eyes: White with
black pupils and
a small white
highlight for a
lively sparkle.
Teeth: White or
off-white.
Whiskers: Dark
grey or black,
but keep them
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thin.
Gloves: White
with black
outlines. The
gloves are pure
white, so only
shade lightly
with pale blue or
grey to show
form.
Feet: Same grey
as the body, or
slightly darker at
the toes.
Carrot: Orange
with a green top.

When  coloring,  use  a
light  touch  and  build
up the layers. You can
add  shadows  on  the
left  or  right  side  to
c r e a t e  a  t h r e e -
dimensional effect. Use
colored  pencils  for  fine
control, or markers for
bold, even color.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID

Even  exper ienced

artists  sometimes  fall
i n t o  t r a p s  w h e n
d r a w i n g  f a m o u s
characters. Here are a
few  pitfalls  to  watch
out for.

Head too
round. Bugs
Bunny's head is
not a perfect
circle. If it looks
too spherical,
your Bugs will
look more like a
generic rabbit.
Stick with the
elongated oval.
Teeth too
small. Those
buck teeth are
essential. Make
them large and
prominent, but
not wider than
the face.
Ears too short.
Bugs' ears are
nearly as long as
his body. Do not
be afraid to draw
them tall and
floppy.
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Stiff pose.
Cartoon
characters
should look
lively. Curve the
spine, tilt the
head, and bend
the knees. Avoid
straight lines.
Symmetry
overkill. In early
stages,
symmetry helps
with proportions.
But once you
start inking, vary
the angles
slightly – one eye
slightly smaller,
one ear bent
differently. This
adds personality.

TIPS FOR
IMPROVING YOUR
CARTOON
DRAWING SKILLS

If  you  want  to  keep
honing  your  ability  to
d r a w  c a r t o o n
characters  like  Bugs

B u n n y ,  t r y  t h e s e
strategies.

Study
reference
images. Look at
classic Bugs
Bunny
screenshots and
animation cels.
Pay attention to
his expressions
and body
language.
Practice
gesture
drawing.
Quickly sketch
the character in
different poses to
understand his
movement and
weight.
Break down
other
characters. The
method of
building from
shapes works for
almost any
character – try it
with Daffy Duck,
Mickey Mouse, or
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SpongeBob.
Use grid lines if
needed. For the
first few
attempts, lightly
grid your
reference image
and your paper
to transfer
proportions
accurately.
Keep a
sketchbook.
Draw Bugs
Bunny
repeatedly. Each
attempt will get
faster and more
confident.

CONCLUSION:
MASTERING HOW
TO DRAW BUGS
BUNNY STEP BY
STEP

Learning how to  draw
Bugs  Bunny  step  by
step  is  a  delightful
journey into the world
of classic animation. By
starting  with  basic

shapes,  refining  the
distinctive face, adding
the  iconic  body,  and
carefully  inking  and
co lo r ing ,  you  can
create  a  drawing  that
captures  the  spirit  of
the  "wascally  wabbit."
Remember  that  every
artist develops at their
own  pace.  Do  not  be
discouraged  if  your
first attempt looks a bit
off  –  compare  it  to
reference  images,
adjust,  and  try  again.
The more you practice,
the  more  natural  the
process becomes.
Bugs Bunny remains a
timeless  character
because  his  design  is
b o t h  s i m p l e  a n d
expressive.  Once  you
master  these  steps,
you  can  experiment
with  different
expressions,  angles,
and  even  full  scenes.
Share  your  artwork
with  friends  or  online
art communities to get
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f e e d b a c k  a n d
inspiration.  So  grab
your pencil,  follow the
guide,  and  soon  you

will  be  drawing  the
famous  Looney  Tunes
rabbit  with  confidence
and  flair.


