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INTRODUCTION:
WHERE MEMORIES
ARE MADE AND
BEARS BECOME
LEGENDS

For  millions  of  fans
around the  world,  the
simple act of stuffing a
bear  at  Build-A-Bear
Workshop  is  far  more

t h a n  a  r e t a i l
transaction—it is a rite
of passage, a memory
etched  in  childhood,
and for many, the start
of  a  lifelong  passion.
But  what  happens
when  that  passion
evolves  from a  single
furry  f r iend  into  a
sprawling  collection
worth  preserving,
c e l e b r a t i n g ,  a n d
cataloging? The answer
lies in one of the most
revered  resources  in
the  plush  collecting
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community: The Build
A  Bear  Workshop
Furry Friends Hall Of
Fame  The  Official
Collectors  Guide.
This  publication is  not
merely  a  checklist  of
re t i red  bears  and
b u n n i e s ;  i t  i s  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
chronicle  of  an era,  a
tribute  to  design,  and
an  indispensable  tool
for  anyone  serious
about  understanding
the  depth  and  history
of  the  Build-A-Bear
universe. Whether you
a r e  a  n e w c o m e r
wondering which bears
are considered classics
or a seasoned collector
trying to identify a rare
gem  from  the  early
2000s ,  th i s  gu ide
s e r v e s  a s  y o u r
definitive  roadmap.

WHAT IS THE
BUILD-A-BEAR
WORKSHOP FURRY

FRIENDS HALL OF
FAME?

The  Bu i ld -A -Bear
W o r k s h o p  F u r r y
Friends Hall of Fame is
an  exclusive,  curated
collection  of  plush
animals  that  have
achieved  iconic  status
within  the  brand’s
history.  These are not
just  any  bears;  they
are  the  bears  that
defined  eras,  broke
sa les  reco rds ,  o r
captured the hearts of
the  community  in  a
profound way. Think of
it as a hall of fame for
stuffed  animals,  where
only the most beloved
a n d  h i s t o r i c a l l y
significant  characters
e a r n  a  s p o t .  T h e
criteria  for  induction
typ i ca l l y  i nc lude
longevity in the lineup,
cultural  impact,  fan
demand,  and  unique
design elements. When
you  combine  this  hall
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o f  f a m e  w i t h  The
B u i l d  A  B e a r
Workshop  Furry
Friends Hall Of Fame
The  Official
Collectors Guide, you
un lock  a  deta i led
narrative  about  each
inductee—their release
date,  their  backstory,
their variants, and their
current  market  value.
This guide transforms a
simple  list  of  names
into  a  living  history
book.

The
Origin of
the Hall
of Fame
Concept
The idea for  a  hall  of
f a m e  e m e r g e d
natural ly  from  the
passionate  collector

base.  Build-A-Bear
Workshop,  founded  in
1997 by Maxine Clark,
quickly  grew  from  a
single store in St. Louis
t o  a  g l o b a l
phenomenon.  With
thousands  of  different
furry  friends  released
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,
including  seasonal
exclusives,  licensed
characters,  and  store-
specific  variants,  the
n e e d  f o r  a n
authoritative reference
became clear. The Hall
of  Fame  was  officially
established  to  honor
the  bears  that  defined
the  brand’s  identity.
The  accompanying
collector’s  guide  was
then created to provide
t h e  d e t a i l e d
documentation  that
collectors  craved—a
single  source  of  truth
in  a  sea  o f  on l i ne
forums  and  conflicting
price  lists.
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INSIDE THE
OFFICIAL
COLLECTORS
GUIDE: WHAT YOU
WILL FIND

The  Build  A  Bear
Workshop  Furry
Friends Hall Of Fame
The  Official
Collectors  Guide  is
far more than a picture
b o o k .  I t  i s  a
m e t i c u l o u s l y
researched  reference
w o r k  t h a t  c o v e r s
decades  o f  p l u sh
history.  Here  is  what
makes  th i s  gu ide
indispensable  for  any
collector:

Comprehensive
Listings: Every
inductee is
featured with
high-quality
photographs,
official names,
and release
dates. You will
find both

standard
releases and
limited editions.
Variants and
Rarities: The
guide highlights
subtle
differences
between
versions—for
instance, the
difference
between a 2003
Pawlette and a
2010 re-release.
These details can
mean the
difference
between a
common plush
and a valuable
collectible.
Market Value
Estimates:
While prices
fluctuate, the
guide provides a
reliable baseline
for what each
Hall of Fame
furry friend is
worth in mint
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condition, with
tags, and in
gently loved
condition.
Behind-the-
Scenes Stories:
Many entries
include
anecdotes from
designers and
store associates,
offering a
glimpse into the
creative process
behind each
bear.
Authentication
Tips: For
collectors buying
second-hand, the
guide teaches
you how to spot
counterfeit or
altered bears,
focusing on tags,
stitching, and
fabric quality.

How the
Guide
Organizes
the Hall
of Fame
The guide is organized
chronologically  and
thematically.  Early
sections  cover  the
foundational  years
from  1997  to  2005,
including  the  original
bears  like  Chocolate
Chip  and  Pawlette.
M i d d l e  s e c t i o n s
highlight the explosion
o f  l i c e n s e d
c h a r a c t e r s — f r o m
Winnie  the  Pooh  to
He l l o  K i t t y—tha t
brought new audiences
to  the  brand.  Later
sections  celebrate
modern  classics  and
fan-voted  inductees.
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Each section includes a
sidebar with fun facts,
such as which bear was
the  first  to  wear  a
specific  outfit  or  which
one  had  the  mos t
limited production run.
This structure makes it
easy to browse by era
or topic, depending on
your interest.

WHY THIS GUIDE
MATTERS FOR
COLLECTORS AND
INVESTORS

In  the  world  of  plush
collecting,  knowledge
is  power.  Without  a
reliable  reference,
c o l l e c t o r s  r i s k
o v e r p a y i n g  f o r
common  bea rs  o r
missing out on hidden
gems.  The  Build  A
B e a r  W o r k s h o p
Furry Friends Hall Of
Fame  The  Official
Collectors  Guide
levels the playing field.
For investors, the guide
is particularly valuable

because  it  identifies
b e a r s  t h a t  h a v e
c o n s i s t e n t l y
appreciated  in  value.
For  example,  early
retired bears from the
late  1990s  and  early
2 0 0 0 s  h a v e  s e e n
significant  demand  as
the original  fans  have
grown  up  and  sought
nostalgia.  The  guide
also  flags  bears  that
a r e  c u r r e n t l y
undervalued  but  have
strong  potential  for
future growth based on
limited production runs
or unique features.

Understa
nding
Rarity
and
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Condition
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
practical  sections  of
the guide explains how
condition affects value.
A bear with its original
hang  tags,  unstuffed
(in  the  original  box),
can be worth ten times
more  than  the  same
bear  that  has  been
played with. The guide
includes  a  grading
scale  from  "Mint  in
Box" to "Fair," helping
you  assess  your  own
collection or items you
a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g
purchasing.  It  also
advises  on  proper
s t o r a g e — k e e p i n g
bears away from direct
sunl ight,  avoiding
moisture,  and  using
acid-free  tissue  paper
f o r  l o n g - t e r m
preservat ion .  For
serious  collectors,
these  details  are  gold.

NOTABLE
INDUCTEES AND
THEIR STORIES

T h e  H a l l  o f  F a m e
features  a  diverse
roster  of  characters.
While  the  full  list  is
e x t e n s i v e ,  a  f e w
inductees stand out for
their  unique  stories
a n d  e n d u r i n g
popular i ty .  These
examples  illustrate
why The Build A Bear
Workshop  Furry
Friends Hall Of Fame
The  Official
Collectors Guide is so
rich with narrative.

Pawlette:
The Heart
of the
Brand
Pawlette is perhaps the
most  iconic  Build-A-
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Bear  of  all  time.  First
released  in  the  early
2000s,  this  charming
rabbit  has  been  re-
released  in  countless
var ia t ions—hol iday
edit ions,  birthday
edit ions,  and  even
charity  editions.  The
g u i d e  d e d i c a t e s
s e v e r a l  p a g e s  t o
Pawlette,  detailing
each  iteration  and
s h o w i n g  s u b t l e
changes in fur texture,
eye  shape,  and  ear
length over the years.
For  many  collectors,
owning every Pawlette
variant  is  a  lifelong
goal.

The
Original
Bears:

Chocolate
Chip and
Friends
The earliest bears from
1997–1999  are  the
ho ly  g ra i l s  o f  any
collection.  Bears  like
Chocolate  Chip ,
Vanilla  Fudge,  and
Strawberry  were
simple  in  design  but
huge  in  heart.  The
guide  includes  never-
b e f o r e - p u b l i s h e d
photos  of  the  original
prototypes,  showing
h o w  t h e  d e s i g n s
e v o l v e d  b e f o r e
reaching stores. These
entries are a must-read
for  anyone  interested
in the brand’s origins.

Licensed
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Legends:
From
Disney to

Pokémon
Bu i l d -A -Bea r  has
produced  hundreds  of
licensed  characters,
but  on ly  the  most
successful earn a place
in  the  Hall  of  Fame.
Eeyore, Pikachu, and
Grogu  (Baby  Yoda)
a r e  a m o n g  t h e
inductees.  The  guide
e x p l a i n s  t h e
negotiation  stories
behind  these  licenses
a n d  w h y  c e r t a i n
characters  resonated
so strongly with fans. It
a l s o  h i g h l i g h t s
exclusives  that  were
on ly  ava i l ab le  a t
specific  events  or
stores,  making  them
highly  sought  after.

HOW TO USE THE
GUIDE TO BUILD
YOUR COLLECTION

Whether  you  are  a
completist  aiming  for
every  Hall  of  Fame
bear  o r  a  focused
collector  seeking  a
specific  theme,  this
guide  can  help  you
strategize.  Here  are
practical  tips  derived
f rom  The  Bui ld  A
B e a r  W o r k s h o p
Furry Friends Hall Of
Fame  The  Official
Collectors  Guide:

Start with Your1.
Favorites: The
guide is divided
by era and
theme, so you
can easily find
bears that align
with your
personal
interests—wheth
er that is holiday
bears, animals,
or licensed
characters.
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Set a Budget2.
and Prioritize:
The market value
estimates help
you know which
bears are
affordable and
which ones
require saving
up. Use the rarity
scale to decide
where to invest
your money first.
Network with3.
Other
Collectors: The
guide includes
tips for joining
online
communities and
attending
collector events.
Trading with
others is often
the best way to
find missing
pieces.
Document Your4.
Collection: Use
the guide’s
checklist format
to track what you

own and what
you still need.
Many collectors
create
spreadsheets or
use apps to log
their finds.
Stay Patient:5.
Rare bears do
not appear every
day. The guide
teaches you to
recognize good
deals and avoid
impulse buys
that do not fit
your collection
goals.

Spotting
Fakes
and
Reproduc
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tions
As with any collectible
market,  fakes  exist.
The  guide  includes  a
detailed  section  on
how  to  authenticate
y o u r  b e a r s .  K e y
indicators  include  the
t a g  q u a l i t y ,  t h e
stitching pattern on the
foot, and the texture of
the  fur.  For  the  most
valuable  Hall  of  Fame
i n d u c t e e s ,
counterfeiters  have
attempted to replicate
them,  but  the  guide’s
high-resolution  photos
a n d  d e t a i l e d
descriptions  make  it
e a s i e r  t o  s p o t
inconsistencies. Always
buy  from  reputable
sellers,  and  if  a  deal
seems too good to be
true, it probably is.

THE COMMUNITY
AND CULTURE

BEHIND THE
COLLECTION

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
delightful  aspects  of
the Hall of Fame is the
commun i ty  i t  has
fostered.  Social  media
g r o u p s ,  Y o u T u b e
channels, and collector
conventions  are  filled
with people who share
their  love  for  these
plush  fr iends.  The
B u i l d  A  B e a r
Workshop  Furry
Friends Hall Of Fame
The  Official
Collectors Guide  has
become  a  cent ra l
reference point for this
community. Fans use it
to  settle  debates,  to
plan purchases, and to
reminisce  about  the
bears  they  loved  as
children.  The  guide
also includes profiles of
notable  collectors,
sharing  their  stories
and  display  tips.  This
h u m a n  e l e m e n t
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transforms  the  guide
from  a  dry  reference
book into a celebration
of a shared passion.

Passing
the
Tradition
to the
Next
Generatio
n
Many  collectors  who
grew  up  with  Build-A-
B e a r  a r e  n o w
introducing  their  own
c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e
experience.  The  guide
helps  them  pass  on
knowledge  about  the
history  of  the  brand.
P a r e n t s  a n d
grandparents use it to

identify  older  bears
that  they  can  pass
down  as  heirlooms.
There  is  something
deeply touching about
a child receiving a bear
tha t  the i r  pa ren t
collected twenty years
earlier,  complete  with
the story from the Hall
of  Fame  guide.  This
i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l
connection  is  one  of
the  most  beautiful
a s p e c t s  o f  t h e
collecting community.

THE FUTURE OF
THE HALL OF FAME
AND THE GUIDE

Build-A-Bear  Workshop
continues  to  release
new furry friends every
year,  and  the  Hall  of
Fame  will  inevitably
grow.  The  Build  A
B e a r  W o r k s h o p
Furry Friends Hall Of
Fame  The  Official
Collectors  Guide  is
expected  to  receive
per iod ic  updates,
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either as new editions
o r  a s  d i g i t a l
supplements.  The
guide’s  creators  have
hinted at including fan-
voted  inductees  in
f u t u r e  v e r s i o n s ,
a l l o w i n g  t h e
community  to  have  a
direct  say  in  which
bears  are  honored.
T h i s  i n t e r a c t i v e
element  will  keep  the
g u i d e  f r e s h  a n d
relevant  for  years  to
come.

Digital vs.
Print:
Which

Format Is
Best?
The guide is  available
in both print and digital
formats.  Print  copies
are  beautiful  coffee
table books, perfect for
b r o w s i n g  a n d
displaying  alongside
your  collection.  Digital
versions  offer
searchabi l i ty  and
portability,  making
them ideal  for  use  at
thrift  stores,  flea
m a r k e t s ,  a n d
conventions.  Many
serious  collectors  own
both. The print version
is


