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THE
UNFORGETTABLE
FELINES: A DEEP
DIVE INTO LADY
AND THE TRAMP
CHARACTERS
SIAMESE CATS

Few  animated  films
have  captured  the
hearts  of  audiences
quite  l ike  Disney's
1955 classic, Lady and
the  Tramp.  While  the
c e n t r a l  r o m a n c e
between  the  refined
Cocker Spaniel and the
street-smart  mutt

remains iconic, the film
is also remembered for
i t s  c o l o r f u l  a n d
s o m e t i m e s
c o n t r o v e r s i a l
s u p p o r t i n g  c a s t .
A m o n g  t h e  m o s t
m e m o r a b l e — a n d
debated—of  the  Lady
a n d  t h e  T r a m p
characters  Siamese
cats stand out not only
fo r  the i r  s t r i k i ng
appearance  but  also
f o r  t he i r  mus i ca l
n u m b e r  a n d  t h e
complex conversations
they  have  sparked  in
the  decades  since.
T h e i r  b r i e f  b u t
impactful  presence
offers  a  fascinating
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lens  through which  to
view animation history,
cultural representation,
and  the  evolution  of
storytelling. This article
explores  everything
you  need  to  know
a b o u t  t h e s e
mischievous  felines,
t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e
n a r r a t i v e ,  t h e
c o n t r o v e r s i e s
surrounding  the i r
portrayal, and the real-
world  Siamese  cat
breed  that  inspired
them.

Introduci
ng Si and
Am: The
Troublem
akers

from "The
Siamese
Cat Song"
The  Lady  and  the
Tramp  characters
Siamese  cats  are  a
pair  of  identical  twin
felines  named  Si  and
A m .  T h e y  a r e
introduced  mid-way
through  the  film,
arriving at the home of
Jim Dear and Darling as
guests  of  Aunt  Sarah,
Darling's stern and cat-
loving  aunt.  From the
moment they slink into
the  living  room,  their
intentions are far from
innocent.  With  their
lithe,  cream-colored
bodies, dark seal-point
faces,  and  piercing
blue  eyes,  they  are
d r a w n  w i t h  a n
exaggerated stylization
that  immedia te ly
signals  they  are  the
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antagonists  of  this
particular  segment.
The i r  en t rance  i s
accompanied by one of
the most famous—and
now  infamous—songs
in Disney history: "We
Are  Siamese  (If  You
Please)." As they sing,
they proceed to wreak
h a v o c  o n  t h e
household.  They  eat
the  goldfish,  tear  up
the  cur ta ins ,  and
cleverly  frame  the
innocent  Lady  for  the
entire  mess,  causing
Aunt Sarah to place a
muzzle  on  the  poor
cocker  spaniel.  This
scene  serves  as  a
critical turning point in
the  film,  directly
l e a d i n g  t o  L a d y
running  away  from
home and  setting  the
stage for her eventual
meet ing  w i th  the
Tramp.  While  their
s c r e e n  t i m e  i s
relatively  short,  the
impact of Si and Am is

immense,  mak ing
them  arguably  the
most discussed of  the
Lady and the Tramp
characters  Siamese
cats  in  critical  circles.

Visual
Design
and
Character
ization:
Slinky,
Sinister,
and
Stereotyp
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ical?
Understanding  the
lasting  impression  of
the  Lady  and  the
Tramp  characters
Siamese cats requires
a  close  look  at  their
visual  and  behavioral
design.  Animators
Frank Thomas and Ollie
Johnston gave the cats
a  distinctive,  fluid
movement. They move
in  a  synchronized,
almost  hypnotic  way,
sl inking  low  to  the
ground with their  tails
swishing  side  to  side.
Their  eyes are narrow
and  predatory,  often
half-closed,  giving
t h e m  a  s m u g  a n d
cunning  expression.
This  body  language
was a deliberate choice
to  convey  sneakiness
and duplicity.
H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s
impossible  to  discuss
these characters today

without addressing the
rac ia l  and  e thn i c
stereotypes  that  their
design  evokes.  The
cats  are  drawn  with
exaggerated  features
that many viewers and
critics  have  identified
as a caricature of East
As ian  people.  The
slanted eyes, the buck
teeth,  the  "yellow"
(cream) skin tone, and
the accents used in the
song—performed  by
Disney  legends  Betty
Lou  Gerson  and  Thurl
Ravenscroft—are  all
elements  that  align
with  outdated  and
offensive  racial
caricatures  from  the
ear ly  to  mid-20th
century.  The  music
i t s e l f ,  w i t h  i t s
pentatonic  scale  and
gong-like  percussion,
was intended to evoke
a  "mysterious  Orient"
t r o p e  t h a t  w a s
common  in  Western
media at the time. For
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d e c a d e s ,  t h e s e
characters  were  seen
s i m p l y  a s  f u n n y
villains,  but  modern
audiences  and  critics
h a v e  r i g h t l y  r e -
evaluated  them  as  a
pr ime  example  o f
harmful stereotyping in
classic animation.

The
Controver
sial
Legacy in
the
Modern
Era
In  recent  years,  the
conversation  around
the  Lady  and  the
Tramp  characters
Siamese  cats  has

intensified,  leading  to
concrete  action  from
T h e  W a l t  D i s n e y
Company.  As  society
has  become  more
a w a r e  o f  r a c i a l
sensitivity  and  the
i m p a c t  o f
representat ion  in
m e d i a ,  t h e s e
characters  have  been
placed under a brighter
spotlight.  The  most
significant  change
came  with  the  2019
live-action/CGI  hybrid
remake  of  Lady  and
the Tramp, released on
Disney+.
For the remake, Disney
made  the  deliberate
decision to completely
replace  Si  and  Am.
I n s t e a d  o f  t h e
scheming  Siamese
twins,  the  new  film
features  a  s ing le ,
scrappy  s t ray  cat
named  Dexter ,  a
t a b b y  w i t h  n o
connect ion  to  the
original  stereotypes.
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He is not malicious in
the  same  way;  h is
m i s c h i e f  i s  m o r e
accidental  and  less
racially  coded.  This
change  was  widely
praised as a necessary
and thoughtful update,
acknowledging  that
while  the  original  film
i s  a  c l a s s i c ,  t h e
portrayal  of  the  Lady
a n d  t h e  T r a m p
characters  Siamese
cats was a product of
a less culturally aware
time  and  no  longer
a l i g n s  w i t h  t h e
company's  values  of
i n c l u s i v i t y .  O n
Disney+,  the  original
film itself now carries a
disclaimer  before  its
content ,  warn ing
v i e w e r s  a b o u t
"negative  depictions
and/or mistreatment of
people or cultures."
This  has  sparked  a
larger  debate  among
fans  and  film
historians. Some argue

for the preservation of
the  original  art  as  a
historical  document,
warts  and  all.  Others
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e
c h a r a c t e r s  w e r e
unfairly  maligned  and
that the controversy is
overblown.  However,
t h e  p r e v a i l i n g
consensus in academic
and  critical  circles  is
that the characters are
a  clear  example  of
racial  stereotyping,
and their removal from
the  remake  was  the
correct  decision.  The
legacy  of  Si  and  Am
now serves as a case
study  in  how  even
beloved  works  of  art
c a n  c o n t a i n
problematic  elements
that  reflect  the  biases
of  their  time.

The Real
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Siamese
Cat:
Beauty,
Intelligen
ce, and

Mischief
B e y o n d  t h e
con t rove r sy ,  t he
portrayal  of  the  Lady
a n d  t h e  T r a m p
characters  Siamese
cats did popularize the
real Siamese cat breed
i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n
imagination. For better
or  worse,  the  film
cemented  a  certain
archetype in the public
mind. But what are real
Siamese  cats  actually
like?

Appearance:
Real Siamese

cats have a
distinct
"colorpoint" coat
pattern, meaning
they have a pale
body with darker
"points" on their
ears, face, paws,
and tail. This is
caused by a
temperature-
sensitive
enzyme. Their
striking blue
almond-shaped
eyes are a
hallmark of the
breed. Unlike the
exaggerated
design of Si and
Am, a well-bred
Siamese has a
graceful, wedge-
shaped head and
a sleek, muscular
body.
Temperament:
Siamese cats are
famously vocal.
They have loud,
low-pitched
voices and are
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known to "talk"
to their owners
constantly. They
are highly
intelligent,
curious, and
social. They form
strong bonds
with their
humans and are
often described
as "dog-like" in
their loyalty.
They can be
mischievous, but
this usually
manifests as
opening cabinets
or learning tricks,
not maliciously
framing other
pets.
Activity Level:
Siamese cats are
energetic and
playful. They
require plenty of
mental and
physical
stimulation. They
are not aloof or
lazy; they want

to be involved in
everything you
do.
Myth vs.
Reality: The film
played into a
stereotype of
Siamese cats as
being sneaky,
untrustworthy,
and exotic. In
reality, they are
affectionate,
loving
companions. The
"evil Siamese
cat" trope that
appeared in
other films, such
as The Incredible
Mr. Limpet and
The Parent Trap,
can be traced
back, in part, to
the influence of
Si and Am.

Understanding the real
b r e e d  h e l p s  t o
separate  fact  from
fiction.  The  Lady  and
t h e  T r a m p
characters  Siamese
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cats  are  characters,
n o t  a c c u r a t e
representations  of  a
real  animal.  The  real
S i a m e s e  i s  a
wonderful,  interactive
pet,  though  they  are
not  for  first-time  cat
owners  who  prefer  a
quiet,  independent
feline.

Musical
Analysis:
"We Are
Siamese
(If You
Please)"
No  discussion  of  the
Lady and the Tramp
characters  Siamese
cats  i s  comp le te
without analyzing their
signature song. Written

by  Peggy  Lee  and
Sonny  Burke,  "The
Siamese  Cat  Song"  is
undeniably catchy. The
melody  i s  s imple ,
repetitive, and easy to
remember,  using  a
m i n o r  k e y  a n d  a
l imited  range  that
gives  it  a  sing-song,
a l m o s t  h y p n o t i c
quality.  The  lyrics  are
d e c e p t i v e l y
s i m p l e — " W e  a r e
Siamese if you please,
we are Siamese if you
don't please"—but they
establish  the  cats'
e n t i t l e d  a n d
mischievous nature.
The instrumentation is
w h e r e  t h e  s o n g
becomes controversial.
I t  f e a t u r e s  t h e
gamelan, a traditional
Indonesian  musical
instrument ,  and  a
pentatonic scale which
Western  composers
often used to evoke a
generic "Asian" sound.
The vocal performance,
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by Peggy Lee and Thurl
Ravenscroft  (the voice
of Tony the barber and
Tony the Tiger), uses a
heavy,  exaggerated
accent  that  mimics  a
stereotypical  "Asian"
dialect.  The song is  a
p e r f e c t  s t o r m  o f
musical exoticism that,
while  effective  as  a
vi l la in 's  theme,  is
d e e p l y  r o o t e d  i n
Orientalist  tropes.  In
the  2019  remake,  a
new  song  for  the  cat
character, Dexter, was
composed  to  avoid
these  pitfalls,  but  the
original tune remains a
controversial  piece  of
Disney music history. It
is  rarely  performed in
official  merchandise  or
stage adaptations, and
it  is  often  skipped  by
modern viewers.

Comparin

g Si and
Am to
Other
Lady and
the
Tramp
Character
s
To fully appreciate the
role  of  the Lady and
t h e  T r a m p
characters  Siamese
cats,  it  is  useful  to
compare them to other
animals in the film. The
cast  is  a  ver i table
cross-section of canine
society,  each  with  a
distinct personality and
social standing.
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Lady: The
protagonist, a
well-bred Cocker
Spaniel living a
life of privilege.
She is innocent,
trusting, and
follows the rules.
Si and Am
directly exploit
her good nature
to get her into
trouble.
Tramp: The
scrappy mutt
from the other
side of the
tracks. He is
cynical,
streetwise, and
independent. He
represents
freedom and
experience. He
never interacts
directly with Si
and Am; their
actions are the
catalyst that
sends Lady out
into his world.
Jock and

Trusty: Lady's
loyal friends. Jock
is a Scottish
Terrier, and
Trusty is a
Bloodhound.
They are
protectors of the
old order and
local authority
figures. They try
to help Lady, but
they are easily
fooled by the
Siamese cats'
scheming.
Aunt Sarah:
The human
antagonist. She
is the owner of Si
and Am. She is
not evil, but she
is judgmental
and quick to
blame Lady. She
represents the
unfairness of the
world from
Lady's
perspective.
Si and Am: The
only significant
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cat characters in
the film. They
represent chaos,
otherness, and
pure,
unadulterated
mischief. They
have no
redemptive
qualities. They
are the antithesis
of the loyal,
domestic canine-
centric world.
Their "otherness"
is visually and
audibly coded as
Asian, which is
where the
problematic
nature of the
characters lies.
They are foreign
intruders who
disrupt the
peace.

By placing them in this
context,  we  see  that
the  Lady  and  the
Tramp  characters
Siamese cats serve a
specific  narrative

function:  the  outside
agitators. The problem
is  not  that  they  are
villains,  but  that  the
visual  and  auditory
language used to make
them "other" relies on
rea l -wor ld  rac i s t
caricatures.

The
Cultural
Impact
and
Enduring
Fascinati
on
D e s p i t e  t h e
c o n t r o v e r s y ,  o r
perhaps because of it,
the  Lady  and  the
Tramp  characters
Siamese cats  remain
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a  top ic  o f  in tense
fascination. They are a
litmus test for how we
view classic media. For
older generations, they
m a y  s i m p l y  b e
nosta lg ic  cartoon
villains.  For  younger
generations  and  more
c r i t i c a l l y - m i n d e d
viewers,  they  are  a
s y m b o l  o f  a  l e s s
inclusive  past.  This
duality  makes them a
powerful teaching tool.
Memorabilia  featuring
Si  and  Am  is  highly
collectible,  though  it
h a s  b e c o m e  l e s s
prominent  in  recent
years. Some collectors
seek out vintage toys,

animation  cells,  and
posters from the 1950s
and  60s,  while  newer
merchandise  from
Disney stores tends to
avoid  showing  the
characters.  The  scene
is often cited in articles
and video essays about
racial stereotypes in
Disney  films,
alongside  characters
like  the  crows  from
Dumbo  and  the  Sun
Dance  from  Fantasia.
By  examining  these
characters,  we  can
track  the  evolution  of
social  awareness  and
c o r p o r a t e
responsibil ity.
Furthermore,


